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Prefatory Note 



To the prominent characters of Scripture great 
attention is paid. But how neglected are such 
— good and evil — as are represented in this 
volume ! 

The less-known personalities of the Bible are 
rich in instruction, and it has been the ardent 
enjjeavour of the author to educe from their 
stories lessons of encouragement and of admoni- 
tion for our modern lives. 

The purpose of these sermons is distinctly 
practical, yet the aim has been to make each 
study as exhaustive, homiletically and expositor- 
ally, as possible. 

These sermons are extempore in the most 
absolute sense. Scarcely a sentence was penned 
before delivery ; and they are reproduced substan- 
tially as delivered. May God speak again by 
words He deigned to give. 

DiNSDALE T. Young. 
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ISAAC: A STUDY OF A GENTLE LIFE 

"As Isaac was.*' — Gal. iv. 28. 

WHAT do we know of Isaac? Have we 
anything like a Complete portraiture of 
him in our mind ? Let us see if we can 
collate the scattered records of Isaac so as to 
have an adequate impression of the patriarch. 

I. Isaac had a magnificent Introduc- 
tion INTO THE World. 

Whose birth was anticipated as was his ? Save 
only our Lord's, Isaac's advent into history was 
the most memorable in history. The birth of 
Isaac was heralded by three angels. Heaven was 
deeply interested in his entry into the world. He 
was indeed, as Paul puts it, a child of promise. 
Heaven and earth were alert with interest at 
Isaac's advent With flourish of many trumpets 
was Isaac ushered into the world. 

Moreover Isaac's was a miraculous birth. He 

I 



2 NEGLECTED PEOPLE OF THE BIBLE 

stands in sole fellowship with Jesus Christ as one 
born by miracle. It was by direct interposition of 
God that Isaac came to be. Isaac is distinctively 
a sign and product of the supernatural. No 
marvel the name Isaac signifies laughter. Every- 
one laughed in prospect of Isaac's birth. Abraham 
laughed and Sarah laughed. The child of promise 
is a child of laughter. 

Now what has all this concerning Isaac's magni- 
ficent introduction into the world to do with us ? 
Is it an historical wonder only, or is it a hint of an 
eternal truth? Paul, that supreme expositor of the 
Old Testament, says it concerns us much. 

Reverting to this mysterious birth, Paul exclaims, 
"Which things are an allegory" (Gal. iv. 24). 
These strange things speak of higher things. 

Hearken to Paul's allegory. "Abraham had two 
sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a free 
woman. But he who was of the bondwoman was 
born after the flesh ; but he of the free woman was 
by promise " (Gal. iv. 22-23). 

Paul proceeds to develop the allegory in a direc- 
tion which at this moment does not concern us ; 
then he passes to the feature of the case which is 
immediately pertinent to us. " Now we, brethren, 
as Isaac was, are the children of promise " (Gal. 
iv. 28). 
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Every Christian is an Isaac. He is not created 
by the ordinary processes of flesh. He comes by 
the special and peculiar "promise " of God. He is 
a birth of supernatural grace. A Christian is a 
superhuman creation. A Christian is born from 
above. "As Isaac was" is the legend of every 
believer in Christ The Church of Jesus is a com- 
pany of men and women of supernatural origin. 
The Church is a proof of the supernatural. Yes. 
Every Christian is an Isaac. Never let us read of 
Isaac's entry into history without surveying it in 
the light of Paul's allegory. Each Christian of the 
world has had a magnificent origin. Heaven is his 
fatherland. He is a supernatural creation. As we 
are Isaacs in supernaturalness of origin why not 
be Isaacs in gladness? Let every Christian be joy- 
ful in the Lord. Who has such warranty for being 
a son of laughter as he who is a child of promise ? 

Thus there is a gospel in Genesis, and Isaac's 
birth has an evangelical significance. Are we all 
Isaacs ? " Ye must be born again." And the new 
birth must be a supernatural birth. Oh seek this 
blessed change of heart. God waits to make jus 
new creations. Rest not content till you can 
blend your gladsome voice in the song of the 
saints : " Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the 
children of promise." 
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2. Isaac exhibited an early Sublimity 
OF Character. 

" By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered 
up Isaac." But I wonder if we have realized what 
was the age of Isaac when he was bound on the 
altar. I think most people imagine that Isaac 
was but a child at that tragic hour. We have all 
heard discourses and seen delineations of Isaac's 
sacrifice which represented him as a mere boy led 
pathetically to the scene of doom. 

But such representations are wholly misleading. 
Isaac was twenty-five years old when the call 
to Moriah fell upon his startled ear. Did he 
murmur ? Did he protest ? Did he struggle to be 
free ? Never ! He had the make of a martyr. 
His submissiveness is wonderful. In spirit and 
purpose Isaac was a martyr. " In a parable," says 
the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews, Abraham 
received Isaac from the dead. Yes; and "in a 
parable" Isaac went unrepiningly to death. He 
died in his heart. So did he reverence Abraham's 
faith (not his "mistake") that he bowed himself 
to the death of a sacrifice. Without grudging he 
allowed himself to be bound upon the grim altar. 
Without a protest he beheld the sacrificial knife 
flash above his eyes. 

I know of no such instance of submissiveness to 
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the will of God at such an age. It is not easy for 
a young man of twenty- five to contemplate death, 
especially to contemplate his own imminent death, 
and more especially a death of awful martyrdom. 
Youth dreads death. The thought is hateful. 
Contact with it is to be deplored. Yet Isaac 
allowed himself to be led to the scene of sacrifice 
and was willing to bid adieu to all the fair and 
loved scenes of time. Again I say, I know of no 
parallel to his heroic and sublime submissiveness. 
He must indeed have been early taught of God. 
In his youth he had taken to himself a good 
degree. 

Have my younger readers achieved something of 
that sublimity of character ? Your self sacrifice 
will be called to other manifestations, but have 
you the willing mind ? Do you tread in your 
youth the path the young Isaac trod ? Seek an 
early elevatedness of soul. Early learn the lesson 
of the Cross. Be obedient in spirit unto death. 
Let your youth be radiant with spiritual sublimity. 

It is painful to have to add that Isaac's subse- 
quent career was disappointing. He did not attain 
in his maturity to the sublimity of his youth. 
Perhaps it would hardly be fair to expect it of him. 
To live always on such exalted altitudes may be 
too great a miracle of living. 
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But certainly Isaac's is in this regard a disap- 
pointing course. A valuable and admonitory series 
of discourses might be delivered on the disappoint- 
ing characters of Scripture. Noah is one. Noah's 
career after the flood is a sad anticlimax. Can it be 
that yon aged man overcome with drunkenness is 
the same that with such heroic faith witnessed for 
God and truth before the antediluvian genera- 
tions ? Is the hero of the ark reduced to so mean 
a moral plight ? Lot is another of the disappoint- 
ing men of the Bible. His early promise was 
unfulfilled. He made poor use of his ample 
advantages. He degenerated into a sordid figure 
and was scarcely saved. 

Are any of us Isaacs in this respect ? Prophecies 
went before on us, but are they fulfilled ? We did 
valiantly in our youth — how have we done since? 
In early years we were sacrificial, are we self 
indulgent now? In boyhood we did hopefully, 
have we since done disappointingly ? I fear lest 
certain of us who have no affinity in other points 
with Isaac are strangely like him in this. 

Through the free grace of God we may recover 
our early character. We may regain the inspira- 
tion of our youth. Our later years may be sublime 
as our early years and sublimer. Through God we 
may do valiantly all the days of our life. 
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3. Isaac showed a noble Reverence for 
HIS Parents. 

" As Isaac was " may well be our motto in this. 
A nobler example of filial devotion it would be 
hard to find. He was an ideal son. 

And what noble parents were his. Isaac had a 
great heritage in such a father and mother. 
Abraham was a king of humanity. One of the 
most niassive souls of history was he. To this day 
he is the father of the faithful. All Christian 
believers are his seed. He is a force even in the 
Christian Church. But his crowning glory is that 
he was called the Friend of God. He attained 
an intimacy with God such as human kind have 
scarcely known. 

Isaac's mother, Sarah, was despite her failings 
a royal woman. She was an imperial soul. No 
higher tribute can we pay her than that she was 
worthy of the great saint and hero whose wife she 
was. 

Such were Isaac's parents. And he was beyond 
question a worthy son. How he reverenced and 
loved his father and his mother ! He was 
forty years old before he married. I do not 
say that is a rule for every filial son ; far 
from it. But I do say it was a striking 
evidence of his devotion to and satisfaction in 



8 NEGLECTED PEOPLE OF THE BIBLE 

his father and mother. And I would further say 
that It would be more becoming of many young 
people, whose parents are poor and fast ageing, if 
they made it their first concern to attend to those 
parents who have sacrificed so much in their behalf, 
rather than rushing selfishly into marriage at the 
earliest opportunity. 

There are not wanting lovely indications of 
Isaac's reverence for his parents and of his deep 
affection for them. " Isaac," we read, " was com- 
forted after his mother's death." What love that 
pathetic sentence reveals ! His mother's death 
overwhelmed him with sorrow. Deep was his 
need of comfort. He well nigh buried his heart 
in that tear-gemmed grave. 

How his reverence for his father appears in a 
sentence like this : " And he called their names 
after the names by which his father had called 
them." In reopening the closed wells Isaac 
honours his father by naming them as his father 
had named them. 

Is not Isaac an ensample for these times ? 
Reverence for parents is a sure sign of national 
and religious well-being. Paul termed the com- 
mandment to honour parents ** the first command- 
ment with promise." Is it not really the only 
commandment with promise? Had it no "pro- 
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mise'* it is a delectable commandment, but the 
" promise " makes it a commandment of command- 
ments. Still that "promise" abides. Honour to 
parents is indispensably necessary to personal and 
national prosperity. 

Young people do well who strive to keep this 
gracious commandment A nation is happy whose 
children honour their parents. May England 
never lack parental reverence. They who fail to 
honour father and mother cannot honour God. In 
reverence of parents is the beginning of the wor- 
ship of God. 

4. Isaac was but an ordinary Man. 

Dr. Marcus Dods describes the life of Isaac as a ^ 
commonplace life. Such it doubtless was. Isaac 
never did anything remarkable. Even the wells 
which he instituted had been digged by Abraham ; 
Isaac merely redigged them after the Philistines ^ 
had stopped them. 

He was in some sense unfortunate in standing 
between his illustrious father and his illustrious 
son. It may be a calamity to have a brilliant 
father. And a splendidly endowed son may throw 
his father into disastrous eclipse. Isaac was 
dwarfed by the stature of Abraham and of Jacob. 

Of these three patriarchs Isaac had the least i^ 
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Divine revelations. He lived the least migratory 
life. Yet he lived longest of the three. His was 
duration rather than quality of life. 

Thank God for the ordinary men of the scrip- 
tures ! The Bible is a book for ordinary people or 
it would not be the book of God. God is the God 
of the ordinary man as well as of the exceptional 
man. He is God of Isaac. 

The world is kept going by ordinary men. 
Ordinary men may be an extraordinary blessing. 
Isaacs may be of immortal service. John may do 
no miracle, yet all his words concerning Jesus 
may be true. There may be equality of devotion 
if not of endowment Evermore there is a "yet 
more excellent way " than the way of the " best 
gifts." 

S. Isaac had a gentle and affectionate 
Disposition. 

There is no more lovable man in the Old Testa- 
ment. Dr. Parker calls Isaac's "a sweet nature," 
and the epithet is appropriately chosen. 

His tenderness was his strength. Love was his 
tower of defence. His sympathies guarded him 
like a garrison. 

Few have borne rebuffs and trials so well. Could 
anything be more admirable than his spirit and 
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.temper at the wells ? When the herdmen of Gerar 
strove with Isaac's herdmen " they digged another 
well." And when they strove again " he removed 
from thence and digged another well." It was 
almost Christian gentleness. It was a patience 
that would shame multitudes of Christians. Few 
ceuld sustain rebuffs in so kindly a fashion. 

How meekly he appears to have borne the 
rebuke, the righteous rebuke, of Abimelech. To 
receive a just rebuke with gentle silence is indeed 
*' meekness of wisdom." 

Isaac's lovely disposition came to his relief when 
troubles assailed him. Esau's wives, those Hittite 
women, were " a grief of mind " to Isaac, but he 
endured his mortification uncomplainingly. Then 
remember how meekly and affectionately he ap- 
pears to have borne that atrocious deception prac- 
tised upon him in his age and blindness by his wife 
and his son. Did he murmur? Did he cry out 
against the imposture ? Did he angrily denounce 
the wanton cruelty ? In no wise. All through all 
his rebuffs and sorrows and disappointments Isaac 
lives the royal life of the gentle. 

Shall we not all seek the strength of gentleness ? 
Do we not well to emulate the affectionateness of 
Isaac ? Such lives are idyls. The smell of Leba- 
non is the fragrance of such. 
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In these loud and rude days very precious are 

gentle spirits and loving. The world hath need of 

'Isaacs. The Lord hath need of them. My readers 

will surely pray for such a disposition. Its potency 

is immeasurable. It is a witness for Jesus. 

6. Isaac's was a meditative Cast of 
Character. 

You cannot easily exaggerate the quality re- 
vealed in that record of Genesis xxiv. 63, " And 
Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the 
eventide." 

On the strength of that word he has been called 
" The Wordsworth of the Old Testament." 

Evidently Isaac was given to reflectiveness. He 
often companied with his own thoughts. He 
steeped his soul in the immortal stillness. He 
bathed in the silent sea of contemplation. Forth 
he went amid nature's solitudes, " in the field." 
God is never nearer than in the fields. He spreads 
His pavilion amid the serenities of nature. This 
Isaac knew, and he often found sanctuary in the 
fields. 

He knew the blessedness of " evening " for 
meditation. The shadows enrich the soul. God 
loves to make darkness His shrine. Twilight 
softens the spirit and purifies it and uplifts it 
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This secret Isaac knew. When evening shades 
prevailed his meditations also prevailed. 

Even when his bride was expected he retained 
his reflective temper. He forgot not his com- 
munion with God in that moment of high antici- 
pation. The meditativeness of his nature asserted 
itself even then. 

Does not present day religion need this type? 
Is not the art of meditation decadent now ? The 
fussy activities of modern churches are driving 
out reflectiveness. An Isaac is a rare bird today. 
I fear he would scarce be deemed " up to 
date." 

But we must be careful of this type. We must 
not banish it from our pulpits even in the interest 
of the evangelist so-called. Let it not be wanting 
in our pews, or the pulpit will soon be a degraded 
instrumentality. Meditation is the strength of the 
soul. 

I earnestly commend Isaac's example to you. 
Its comparative scarceness in church life today 
is one of the disquieting signs of the times. Oh, 
seek to be proficient in this golden art. Practise 
the presence of God in many a meditative moment. 
In such quietness is your strength found. " Me- 
ditate on these things : give thyself wholly to 
them." 
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7. Knowing Isaac's meditativeness, we are not 
surprised that he was A Man of Prayer. 

Of this evidences lie patent on the pages of 
Bible history. The word rendered " meditate " in 
the passage we have just noted is translated in the 
margin "to pray." Perchance — nay, certainly — 
Isaac made the field not only his study but his 
oratory. 

Jacob called on the God of his father — the God 

his father habitually called upon. Isaac even 

« offered vehement prayer, for on one occasion we 

are told that he " entreated the Lord." The gentle 

Isaac at times became a flaming intercessor. 

His blessings uttered over his sons were really 
prayers. His dying bed, like his field, was a place 
of prayer. 

Prayer was an ever present element in the life 
of Isaac. Prayer was his holy habit Isaac living 
and dying wafted the incense of prayer towards 
the Holy of Holies. 

Meditative men are usually, almost necessarily, 
men of prayer. Meditation is indispensable as a 
preparation for prayer, and prayer is the natural 
issue of meditation. 

Are we men and women of prayer ? Who is of 
the house of Isaac? Prayer unceasing, earnest, 
believing, is the prime need of our lives. Isaac is 
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a rebuke to us. Oh, entreat the Lord to enable 
you to entreat Him. Take constant lessons in 
Isaac's school. Pay the price for the lessons. 
Education in prayer is noblest education. 

8. Isaac's Prosperity aroused Envy. 

In Genesis xxvi. 13, 14 occurs this very modern 
recollection : " And the man (Isaac) waxed great, 
and grew more and more until he became very 
great : and he had possessions of flocks, and pos- 
sessions of herds, and a great household : and the 
Philistines envied him." 

Human nature was the same then as now. And 
save when regenerated by grace it must always be 
the same. The ages are one for humanity is one. 

Prosperity is always apt to create envy. Philis- 
tines in spirit will ever envy an Isaac. Their envy 
may assume subtle forms. It may in some cases 
veil itself in pious phrases. It will never call itself 
by its proper designation. Envy never owns itself. 
It is so mean a sin that it will not acknowledge 
Its name. But all prosperity is the target for 
envy. Every Isaac has his Philistines. 

Blessed and holy are they who can see Isaac 
without envying him. Such grace have some 
attained to. Let us all seek that inestimable 
grace. 
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And let Isaac see to it that he does not excite 
envy by his aggressiveness and hauteur and self 
display. Woe to the man by whom this offence 
Cometh. Be humble, loving and magnanimous, 
and thou shalt not be guilty of the envy that may 
arise because of thy prosperity. 

9. It is painful to have to indicate that ISAAC 

EVINCED Weakness of Character. 

(a) His act of deception we have alluded to. 
The bad things of good men are strange indeed. 
We know how Abraham deceived one Abimelech 
regarding Sarah his wife. And we know that 
Isaac practised a similar deception on another 
Abimelech concerning Rebekah. That so good 
a son should repeat an error of so good a father 
is one of the mysterious things of the soul. 
Deception was apt to be a sin of each of the 
three great patriarchs. Alas ! it seems to be a 
peculiar liability of religious people. Yet nothing 
is more distinctly ungodly. The Lord desires 
truth in our inward parts. Transparency of 
character is that unto which we are called. 
Let us be chastened and admonished by this 
flaw in the gentle life of Isaac. He who at all 
costs does straightly is a man after God's own 
heart. 
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(J?) Isaac seems to have failed in government of 
his Iwusehold, Rebekah was a strong and supple 
character. Evidently she had the upper hand of 
the .yielding Isaac. Certain domestic pictures of 
Isaac's life show that he had not ruled his own 
household. He is in this a contrast to Abraham 
his father, who commanded his household after 
him. Such lack of rule at home has too often 
resulted in deplorable family apostasy. Every 
husband and father may well consider whether 
he is not in danger of perpetrating Isaac's well- 
meant error. 

(c) Moreover that discreditable scene of Rebekah 
and Jacob conspiring to deceive the aged and blind 
Isaac — one of the most scandalous episodes in 
family history — reveals to us that Isaac was guilty 
of favouritism in his family. Esau was his 
favourite and Jacob was Rebekah's. What family 
misery such favouritism causes! What heart-burn- 
ings if not open fires of dissension ! Parents can 
hardly do a greater wrong to their children* Every 
child in the family should be the favourite child of 
father and of mother. 

{ft) Another element of weakness in Isaac's 
character was his undue love of food. Dr. 
Alexander Whyte aptly calls attention to this. 
"When I read Isaac's whole history over again with 
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my eye upon the object, it becomes as clear as a 
sunbeam to me that what envy was to Cain, and 
what wine was to Noah, and what lewdness was to 
Ham, and what wealth was to Lot, and what pride 
and impatience were to Sarah — all that venison 
and savoury meat were to Isaac." " If you would 
enjoy Isaac's benediction you must get him after 
his dinner." 

Certainly Isaac's whining after savoury meat in 
his old age suggests that his love of eating was a 
blot in his character. We are in age usually what 
we have been in younger years. And Isaac's pitiful 
and petulant cry for savoury meat hints to us that 
all his life this had been one of his weaknesses. 

I wonder if that is why he had not the revela- 
tions Abraham and Jacob had ! Nothing blocks 
spiritual visions like over eating. Gastronomy is a 
Sworn foe to Divine revelations. 

Too free indulgence in food may be as evil as 
too free indulgence in strong drink. It is intel- 
lectually bad and spiritually worse. In rigid 
moderation of food as in all things let Christians 
keep the body under. There would be a far 
healthier and more cheerful and more energetic 
piety in the churches if we all shunned this weak- 
ness of Isaac. " For meat destroy not the word of 
God." 
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Isaac's weaknesses are to be avoided as diligently 
as his virtues are to be emulated. 

10. It is a welcome word to write and to read 
that Isaac was A MAN OF Faith. 

It has been implied in much we have already 
seen of his life and character. But we may well 
examine it more minutely. **By faith Isaac . . . " 
is the record of the Epistle to the Hebrews. " By 
faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning 
things to come." We read of " the God of his 
father Isaac," and " the Fear of Isaac," as .the God 
to whom Jacob prayed and sacrificed. 

Isaac's life, despite his failures, witnessed his 
religion, for Abimelech who had occasion to 
rebuke him, said, " We saw certainly that God 
was with thee." 

Herein he is again an example to us all. The 
mainspring of his life was faith in God. Nor had 
he the conception of God which it is our privilege 
to possess. God was but a " fear " to Isaac. To 
us He is " the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ" 

Do we set a pattern of devotion for our children 
as Isaac did ? Do we bless them before God as he 
did ? Can men say of us as Abimelech did of 
Isaac : " We saw certainly that God was with 
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thee " ? Is God with us in our common life ? 
Be Isaac's faith ours. Then we shall live the 
gentle life the patriarch lived. No age needed 
faith more than this age. The influence of believ- 
ing men and women was never more valued than 
in the materialistic atmosphere of these times. By 
faith let us live and according to faith we shall die. 
So our life and our death shall be a sacrifice to God 
and a benediction to men. 

II. Once more let me commend this greatly 
neglected patriarch : ISAAC contemplated 

Death. 

One of his wise sayings — a word of his old age 
*— is bequeathed to us in Genesis xxviL 2 : " I know 
not the day of my death." What wisdom that 
utterance reveals ! Isaac did not shun to confront 
the fact that each man has his appointed end. He 
knew not the day of his death, but he knew that 
solemn yet glad day would dawn. And he knew 
how to prepare for it with sacred industry and 
with holy fear. We have seen how meditative he 
was ; here is one of his themes of meditation. 

As the years passed he encouraged himself in 
anticipating the day of his death. It is incumbent 
also upon us that we, whether younger or older, do 
so also. 
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I greatly deprecate the modern reluctance among 
religious people to contemplate death. I fear it 
often arises from 5 lessened realization of the 
immortal blessedness. If the saint's everlasting 
rest is not descried by faith we shall shrink from 
the vision of the day of our death. 

Face the subject, my friend ! Often say, " I know 
not the day of my death." The contemplation of 
its possible nearness will chasten and refine and 
gentle you. And the prospect of the night may 
enhance the consecration of the day. 

Isaac died at one hundred and eighty years of 
age, "old and full of days." Jacob and Esau laid 
him in his tomb with filial reverence and love and 
lamentation. 

Did Jesus our Lord make mention of Isaac? 
Yes. He told us that Isaac is living now. He 
declared God to be now the God of Isaac : " for all 
live unto Him." Moreover the Saviour said Isaac 
is in celestial bliss. He spoke of him as being "in 
the kingdom of heaven." May we have Isaac's 
faith and at length, through sovereign grace, sit 
down with Isaac in the kingdom of heaven. 



II 

LABAN THE SYRIAN: A MAN OF 

TODAY 

"Laban the Syrian."— Gen. xxxi. 20. 

I WANT to demonstrate that Laban the Syrian 
IS a present day figure. The man has been 
dead thousands of years, but the type survives. 
The personality decays but the qualities are im- 
mortal. Men vanish, man abides. 

Laban means " white " or " glorious." How 
ironically inappropriate a name for the wily 
Syrian ! Truly he was not white nor glorious. 

Padan-aram, equivalent to Mesopotamia, was 
his fatherland and dwelling place. The name of 
Laban occurs in Deuteronomy, but there it is the 
name of a town. All we know of the man Laban 
is contained in chapters xxiv., xxx., and xxxi. of 
the Book of Genesis. And we are not anxious to 
know more of him than is there disclosed. No 
wonder his name never recurs when the Book of 
Genesis closes ! 

83 
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The record of Laban however is deeply instruc- 
tive and merits careful consideration. Dr. Whyte 
remarks that **the whole Laban episode is rich in 
gems of composition and expression," nor is the 
literary the only wealth of the episode ; it is 
rich also in admonition and edification for us on 
whom the ends of the ages are come. 

Now judge if Laban the Syrian is not dis- 
tinctively a man of today. 

I. Laban had Godly Relatives yet was 
Hlmself an Evil-doer. 

His father's name was Bethuel, which being 
interpreted is "Dweller in God." We have no 
reason to think the name was ill bestowed. 
Laban's great-uncle was none other than Abraham 
" the friend of God." And he was of Abraham's 
"country" and "kindred." His sister, Rebekah, 
with all her faults had the root of the matter in her 
and was a godly woman. Laban was surrounded 
by holy influences. His family was famous for its 
faith. It was known far and wide as a family 
devoted to the religion of Jehovah. That was 
surely the chief reason why Isaac bade Jacob take 
a wife " of the daughters of Laban." 

Yet belonging to the family he did Laban was 
the man he was. He was relatively religious and 
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not personally religious. The odour of sanctity was 
about him but not in him. His condemnation is 
that with noble ensamples around him he did not 
reflect their nobleness. What a lesson for us all ! 
There is many a Laban in religious families today. 
A man may be ancestrally right and individually 
wrong. Environment may be wholly advan- 
tageous and character all but wholly evil. God 
who readeth the heart save us from false pride in 
family godliness ! O man, whosoever thou art that 
trustest in thy godly circle, it is a delusive trust, 
the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies ! 

Dr. Marcus Dods observes that Laban " tries to 
make a profitable use of God's friends." It is a 
true indictment. And it is often true in these 
days. For selfish and despicable ends men will 
trade on their godly relationships. Satans boast 
of their affinity with the bright angels from 
whose ranks they have fallen. The only gracious 
use to which we can put God's friends is to aspire 
after their image. They are only profitable to us 
as we emulate them. 

2. Laban was an incorrigible Trickster. 

Cunning marked his family, despite its godliness. 
But the defect of the family was accentuated in 
Laban. His cunning was developed to an almost 
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unparalleled degree. I notice that everyone who 
comments on Laban is naturally impressed with 
this quality of his character. In Smith's Dic- 
tionary his "characteristic hypocrisy" is noted. 
Kitto describes him as "the crafty Laban." 
Trapp roundly dubs him a hypocrite. Dr. Whyte 
characterizes him as " a finished rogue." 

The scripture allusions fully warrant such 
deplorable epithets. Hear what Jacob said of 
Laban, and that to Laban 's own daughter : " Your 
father hath deceived me, and changed my wages 
ten times." What a picture of a trickster is in that 
testimony ! Ten times had Laban sought to with- 
hold from Jacob his hard-earned pittance. 

The shameful trick by which Laban mocked 
Jacob in respect of Leah and Rachel is too vile to 
be described. Let a curtain be drawn upon so 
loathsome a deception. Suffice it that the cruelly 
crafty Laban exacted fourteen years of toil from 
Jacob ere he received the wife of his heart. Jacob 
asked, "Wherefore hast thou beguiled me?" and 
one can scarce restrain a smile at the accomplished 
roguery which enabled Laban to reply that it was a 
custom of the country. It was a custom Laban 
had introduced ! When Jacob first arrived at 
Laban's domain he inquired of the shepherds, 
" Know ye Laban ? " And they replied, " We know 
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him." I fancy they said it with a twinkle in their 
eye if not an indignant scowl upon their faces. 
Jacob was informed that Laban sheared his sheep, 
but he lived to prove that he could skilfully shear 
other than sheep. 

And Laban is the same persistent trickster when 
he parts with Jacob and his household. He 
assumed the manner of an injured innocent. What 
an actor the Syrian farmer was ! He rebuked 
Jacob that he had not given him notice of his 
departure. Had Jacob only told him he " might " 
have sent him away with " mirth and with songs, 
with tabret and with harp." Yes. He " might " 
have done, but he " might " not ! 

If only Jacob had forewarned him ! He desired 
to have kissed his sons and daughters ! How meek 
he seemed ! What an innocent lamb he' looked ! 
Yet he had " quite devoured " the " money " of the 
daughters who were to him so dear. 

Jacob by long and bitter experience knew what a 
trickster Laban was, and he declared how that he 
knew that but for God Laban would have sent him 
empty away. 

** Mizpah " has very tender associations now. It 
is lovers' language today. But its origin is 
significant of the untrustworthiness of Laban the 
Syrian. " Mizpah " means self defence. The 
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Mizpah cairn was erected as a sign of God's 
protection and of God's judgement necessitated 
by evil doing. 

Are there no Labans in our time? Ah, verily 
the evil seed is not eradicated. One is sometimes 
pessimistically inclined to think they superabound 
today. The incorrigible trickster is not yet 
displaced from commerce. We read of him and of 
his wily doings every day in our newspaper. He 
seems in his company promoting and divers 
swindlings more alert and active than ever. 

We find Labans in modern society : two faced 
and double tongued. Full of affected kindness and 
yet with ** the poison of asps under their tongue." 
Syrian tricks in English homes ! 

The confirmed trickster is in full evidence in the 
Church. Nor has Romanism any monopoly. 
There are Protestant Jesuits. How disgustingly 
full of Jesuitry are some Protestant ecclesiastics. 
In congresses, synods, unions, conferences the 
Christ is wounded by sharp tricks, adroit moves, 
clever strokes — all of which are only worthy of 
Laban the Syrian. 

" His soul within him is not straight " is a descrip- 
tion sadly accurate of too many who profess the 
honoured name of Him whose own self revelation 
is " I am the truth." Be the spirit of the trickster 



28 NEGLECTED PEOPLE OF THE BIBLE 

hateful to us. Whatever the end designed let no 
such means be used. Shady deeds will not achieve 
eternally bright results. We deplore such deeds In 
Laban but how much more deplorable are they in 
modern Christians, in men who bear the Lord's 
vessels. Pray God to help us to purge ourselves 
from these. Let us detest all unreality. By no 
trickery let us attempt to further the kingdom of 
God. How will Labanism appear in the light 
which blazes around the judgement seat of Christ ? 

Before we pass from the ungenial sight of Laban 
the trickster we shall do well to recall these three 
facts : 

(tf) LabatCs trickery was an instrument of retri- 
bution to Jacob, Jacob said God had done it And 
he was a prophet of God in speaking thus. 

Let it not be forgotten that it is recorded that 
Jacob had probably told Laban of the circumstances 
which caused him to leave home (Gen. xxix. 13). 
Certainly this knowledge would lead a man like 
Laban to maltreat Jacob with greater energy. But 
apart from what Laban knew God knew all Jacob's 
evil story. And God allowed Jacob to suffer at 
the hand of Laban. We cannot excuse Laban but 
we cannot greatly commiserate Jacob. God was 
rebuking and chastening him for his evil ways. 
And who can say but the trickeries you have 



LABAN the SYRIAN 29 

suffered have been the righteous retribution of God 
upon some ** things of shame " ? 

(J?) God saw Jacob* s trials at t/te liand of Laban. 
In Gen. xxxi. 12, the " Angel " speaks God's mes- 
sage to Jacob : " I have seen all that Laban doeth 
unto thee." God had seen alll No Jacob ever 
suffers but God's eyes and God's heart are there. 
Let tricky Labans in Church and State remember 
this. They shall assuredly be judged. Let all ill 
used Jacobs be solaced. God sees all ! And 
through all God leads thee home ! 

{c) God judged the trickeries of Laban. Jacob 
witnessed to this. He said God had rebuked 
Laban. O ye whose lives are grievous through 
some latter day Laban, spend not your strength 
in seeking vengeance on him. God Himself says, 
"Vengeance is mine." 

The Lord will rebuke him sooner or later. Be 
it your golden part to pray for any Laban who has 
wronged you. Pray for all who have despitefully 
used you. So shall you be meet followers of Him 
who cried, " Father, forgive them ! " amid the 
agonies of His cross. 

3. Laban was an Intense Lover of 
Money. 

Is he not therein a man of today. But look at 
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this aspect of his malign character. Abraham 
straitly charged his servant not to bring his son 
to that country. W^ not one of the reasons this, 
that Abraham knew the avariciousness of his 
relatives albeit their reh'gious sympathies? He 
would not have his son catch the family contagion. 

However that may be, Laban had carried the 
love of money to a fine art See how he welcomes 
Abraham's delegate. When he heard of the "earrings 
and bracelets " bestowed upon Rebekah and listened 
to her words concerning this opulent traveller, how 
effusive was his welcome 1 " Come in, thou blessed 
of the Lord : wherefore standest thou without ? " 
" I have prepared the house and room for the 
camels." The flash of the earrings and bracelets 
is in his eyes and is reflected in his words of 
welcome. 

Can we marvel that the servant having given 
him "precious things," he desired that Rebekah 
and her escort might stay at least ten days longer ? 
Ten days more might mean more "precious 
things "1 In that ardour of reception you see 
Laban*s greed of gain. The love of money is 
indeed an ancient vice, and how tragically modern 
a vice it is 1 Money is tie measure of religion with 
some today, as it was with Laban. He judged 
the man who had such gifts to give "blessed of 



LABAN THE SYRIAN 31 

the Lord." What virtues we see in rich men ! 
Who has not caught the echo of Laban's " blessed 
of the Lord " in modern Church life ? Still that 
evil standard is apt to be ours as we seek to know 
men's religious calibre. Money is the measure of 
hospitality in certain people now as it was with 
Laban the Syrian. 

" Come in," cried Laban. " I have prepared," 
again he cries. And again it was the earrings and 
bracelets which inspired the hospitable appeal* 
Who do we welcome most hospitably to our 
homes? The prosperous or the poor? I fear 
that the Laban gauge is still too often the gauge of 
supposedly Christian hospitality. 

Laban's love of money was deeply ingrained. 
We constantly see its workings. Perhaps his 
disappointment that Jacob came without money 
was the chief explanation of his cruelty to his 
nephew. But his love of money made him 
unregardful of his own children. He sold his 
daughters in marriage. " He hath quite devoured 
our money," is the avowal of his daughters con- 
cerning their unfatherly father. Money actuated 
all Laban did. He desired Jacob to remain with 
him only because God had blessed hini for Jacob's 
sake. When Jacob proposed to give him goats 
not speckled and spotted, and sheep not brovvn, he 
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eagerly exclaimed, " Behold, I would it might be 
according to thy word." 

Laban was a slave of covetousness, one of the 
basest of serfdoms. He was a worshipper of gold, 
one of the meanest of idolatries. Yet he was rich. 
How covetousness grows by what it feeds on ! It 
is a limitless voracity, a thirst unquenchable. It 
possesses rich and poor alike. Take heed and 
beware of it. Awful is the anathema of those who 
make gold their hope. 

With all his wealth, his love of money wrought 
sorrow for Laban. He pierced himself through 
with many sorrows. One of those sorrows was 
financial loss. Did not his daughter speak of " the 
riches which God hath taken from our father'"^ 
God has many retributions for the covetous, many 
scoui^es for the money lover, and one of the most 
effectual is the removal of that wherein the man 
delights. Many a man has saved his soul by losing 
his wealth. God touches men in their most 
sensitive parts, and the touch is painful but 
remedial. It is to be feared that some have lost 
their souls and their possessions too. When a man 
is blasted both temporally and spiritually how 
abject and dreadful is the ruin ! O lovers of gain, 
beware lest one of God's " worse things " come 
upon you ! 
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Are any of us tainted with Laban's leprosy? 
Have we sunk into sordid worldliness ? Are we 
modern Labans ? Beware in time ! " The love of 
money is a root of every kind of evil." This sin 
in the ancient Syrian is a far less guilty thing than 
in a present day Englishman. Pray God to expel 
the noxious lust from your heart. ** What shall it 
profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose his 
own soul ? " 

4. Lab AN WAS grossly Selfish. 

He used everyone wholly and solely for his own 
ends. That is patent on the surface of his story. 
Bishop Hall says : " I know not whether Laban 
was a worse uncle, or father, or master." And it 
would be difficult to decide. Nephew, daughter, 
or servant only existed to promote his prosperity 
and to aid his comfort. When his own purpose 
was not satisfactorily realized, " the countenance of 
Laban was not toward " Jacob " as before." The 
show of his countenance entirely depended upon 
his immediate prosperity. Certainly Laban, in 
this particular again, is a man of today. Probably 
all sin has its root in selfishness. Assuredly all 
selfishness is sin. The popular sins of our day are 
conspicuously forms of selfishness. In these last 
days men are lovers of their own selves, even as 

3 
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the apostle predicted they would be. Labanism is 
the arch-evil of today. Grossly selfish people 
abound. What clouds home life as does selfish- 
ness ? What are drunkenness and gambling and 
uncleanness but damnable forms of selfishness? 
Was fashionable society ever more remorselessly 
and radically selfish than it is now ? You often 
see Laban in evening dress in the gaily illuminated 
salon of these times. And his wife and children 
too successfully imitate his selfishness. From 
whence spring more than half the murders and 
quarrels of our turbulent and unrestful age ? 

Let parents take heed lest their nursery be full 
of Labans. Selfish and self seeking children will 
tomorrow work direr sorrow for others in England 
than Laban did in Syria long long ago. Check, 
through grace, nascent Labanism in the character 
of your little ones. 

Too commonly in these times Laban-like 
selfishness manifests itself in the churches. A 
minister may be a Laban. So a church ofHcial 
may be : seeking personal promotion ; doing 
anything to keep a rival back — especially a young 
rival ; forwarding our own clique and skilfully 
effacing, or endeavouring to efface, those who are 
not of our clique ; pushing and " booming " 
personal favourites often under the pretence that 
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they are " leaders " of the churches. Oh, let us say 
no more of the nauseating Labanism in ecclesias- 
tical garb or sphere ! God purge us of it who 
serve Christ's Church. Oh, to be selfless and 
therefore Christlike! Thou self renouncing Saviour 
fill us with Thy Spirit ! 

S. With all his Corruption Laban was 
Full of Superstition. 

What a hubbub he made when his " images " 
were missing 1 " Rachel stole the teraphim that 
were her fathers" (Gen. xxxi. 19, R. v.). It was 
an unfilial act of which we cannot approve. But 
none the less it shows Laban in a ludicrous light. 
" Wherefore hast thou stolen my gods ? " cries the 
distraught Laban to Jacob as he meets him after hot 
pursuit. " Jacob knew not that Rachel had stolen 
them." Laban searched for his gods in vain. 
When he came into Rachel's tent she sat upon the 
gods. The irony of gods that can be sat upon ! 
And poor disconsolate superstitious Laban parted 
from Jacob and his household at Mizpah and 
returned to Padan Aram without his trusted 
teraphim. 

It is astonishing how superstitious the most 
mercenary men have often been. Infidelity, 
covetousness, lechery, sheer hard secularity, can 
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bQ very solicitous about their " images." Thus 
even wickedness pays its unwitting, tribute to the 
unseen world. Thus the natural has intuition of 
the supernatural. Laban must have his teraphim. 
" Little children, keep yourselves from idols." Do 
not put your trust in gods which can be stolen. 
Serve the living and true God of whom none can 
ever rob you. 

The superstition of modern Labans is very 
indicative. Somehow God gets a grip on the 
worldliest men. Eternity will make its awful and 
potent voice to be heard in the soul. And these 
superstitions of earthly men are prophecies of the 
judgement to come. They are foregleams of the 
solemn glory. They speak of final account and 
final condemnation. 

6. Despite his Trickery Laban was out- 
witted. 

How he was outdone by Jacob in the rearing 
of the cattle can be read in the thirtieth chapter 
of Genesis. It is not for public reading. But it 
was a triumph of cattle breeding. It reveals Jacob 
as one of the cleverest agriculturists of history. 
Laban was completely nonplussed. The feebler 
cattle all appertained to him. The stronger cattle 
all belonged to Jacob. For real cleverness, for 
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audacious skill, for dramatic effect and for she;^r 
humour, there is nothing in literature to beat what 
Dr. Whyte describes this episode as being — " the 
serio-comedy of the Syrian biter bit." 

Then Laban was out- manoeuvred by his daughter 
Rachel in the matter of the teraphim. The wit of 
Rachel disadvantaged quite that of her peculiarly 
cunning father. 

Smart Laban found smarter people in the world, 
and even in his own house Greek met Greek — 
diamond cut diamond. Cleverness crossed and 
conquered cleverness. Laban lost the stronger 
cattle (for which he had great partiality) and his 
teraphim (which his soul cleaved to) by the strata- 
gems of those around him. 

Yet really was it not God who outwitted him ? 
Jacob and Rachel were but second causes in the 
hand of the First Cause. Let all who pride them- 
selves on their smart trickery beware of God. 
" The Lord reigneth." He can counteract all 
cuteness and checkmate all deceptiveness. Yes. 
Let all present day Labans remember the Lord ! 
The day of the Lord shall be upon all conscience- 
less cleverness. Even in this life God has over- 
whelming counter moves for all ungodly moves. 
Take heed, Laban — a God-sent Jacob may be 
very near ! 
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7. Notwithstanding his Folly, Laban 
WAS instructed by Experience. 

In Genesis xxx. 27 Laban is reported as saying 
to Jacob, " I have learned by experience." The 
R.V. translates it, " I have divined," but the 
idea is substantially the same ; it was experience 
by divination. It was a great thing to say, 
" I have learned by experience." Strange such an 
adage should have fallen from the lips — the uncon- 
secrated lips — of Laban. But of all the biblical 
surprises none are more surprising than the oracles 
which were uttered by unsavoury and unsanctified 
men. God breathes through untoward instruments. 
God preaches through unlikely preachers. 

Few greater utterances are recorded than the 
A.V. reading of Laban's words, " I have learned 
by experience." To learn at all is a difficult art. * 
But to learn by experience is an art of peculiar 
difficulty. The school of experience is not greatly 
honoured by its scholars. If Laban had learned 
anything by experience he is so far an example 
to us all. If he were indeed a better man, mentally 
or morally, by experience, he is a pattern we do 
well to copy. We have had richer experience than 
Laban : have we learned transcendent lessons ? 
In this regard, if in no other, I would go to school 
with the unlovely Syrian. 
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What had he learned by experience ? " That 
the Lord. . . ." Happy they who by experience 
learn concerning God. Have you accumulated a 
theology by the experience you have undergone ? 
"That the Lord hath blessed me for thy sake." 
Have you learned by experience that you have 
been blessed of God? They have utilized experi- 
ence grandly who have greater realization of God's 
blessing in their life. As Christians we may well 
cry praisefully to Christy "I have learned by ex- 
perience that the Lord hath blessed me for Thy 
sake'' 

8. Laban had some Insight into the 
Divine. 

Despite his love of lucre, his deviousness, his 
selfishness, his idolatry and all his evil traits, this 
incomprehensible Syrian saw something of the 
true Light. In Genesis xxiv. 50 he avows, " The 
thing proceedeth from the Lord ; we cannot speak 
unto thee bad or good." And he was unquestion- 
ably right In Genesis xxxi. 24 we read, " God 
came to Laban in a dream." In Genesis xxxi. 29 
Laban declares, " The God of your father spake 
unto me yesternight" And — as we have just seen 
— he acknowledged to Jacob, "The Lord hath 
blessed me." 
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He had intuition of things Divine. He had 
occasional revelations from God. The light with- 
in him was often darkness, but the light was there^ 
and ever and anon gleamed forth. 

He was a strange mixture. But are we not 
all strange mixtures ? The condescending and 
pitying God deigned to communicate with him, 
and longsufferingly blessed him. 

Remember too that Laban had not a thousandth 
part of our spiritual privileges. He knew not of 
the Saviour. He had not that lovely example to 
inspire him or that great atonement to rely upon. 
If Laban be judged, of how much sorer punishment 
shall we be worthy who repeat his sins in these 
days of the evangel and of the outpoured Spirit 
of God ? 

Well may we shun Laban's example, and 
strenuously follow Him who left us an example 
to follow in His steps. 

O Laban, we will eschew thine errors! O Christ, 
where Thou art whether in life or in death there 
let thy servants be ! 



Ill 

SIMEON AND LEVI: BAD BROTHERS 

Simeon and Levi are brethren." — Gen. xlix. 5. 



(I 



JACOB'S family was not an unqualified credit 
to him. Frequently he realized the untoward 
fact. In the hour of his death — that period of 
accentuated feeling — he was conscious of the 
humiliating circumstance, and his consciousness 
has almost dramatic intensity. 

Dying men see things as they are. And as he 
lies on his deathbed Jacob discerns the real 
character of his children. He is eagle-like in his 
vision and critical as a judge. 

Jacob is sadly disappointed in his three elder 
sons. They have been a trouble of mind to him. 
These thankless sons have proved sharper than 
a serpent's tooth. It was sad — mysteriously sad ! 
But there is another historical element to be taken 
into account. In his younger years Jacob had 
caused sore grief to his venerable and afflicted 
father. How events work round ! What strange 
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revolutions hath " the whirligig of fate ! " A young 
man fills his parents with shame and, even though 
he has repented, his children are a grief to him. 
" Whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also 
reap." Evil comes back upon the evil doer. 
Curses come home to roost God forgives our 
transgressions, but He takes vengeance of our 
inventions. Jacob grieves Isaac. Years pass, and 
lo, Reuben and Simeon and Levi begloom Jacob's 
deathbed by reason of their evil deeds ! 

Young readers be warned ! Take care ! God 
is righteous. We live under a just moral govern- 
ment. God will recompense sin. He will requite 
wrongdoing. " Righteousness and judgement are 
the foundation of his throne." Long years after- 
wards Jacob's unfilial conduct came back upon 
him. He was forgiven of God, but the conse- 
quences of his sin were not remitted. Young 
people, beware, I say! Un-son-like or un-daughter- 
like conduct may be avenged on this side the 
veil. It is easy to depreciate obedience, to smile 
at parental admonitions, to persist in foolish 
courses, to grieve father or niother to the heart. 
But take heed lest you fashion a rod for your 
own back. Sins recoil upon their perpetrators. 

Though the mills of God grind slowly, 
Yet they grind exceeding small. 
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Though with patience He stands waiting, 
With exactness grinds He all. 

Jacob in his dying disquisition gives us a preg- 
nant study of character. Let us read, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digest it. 

I. Simeon and Levi constituted an un- 
holy Brotherhood. 

" Simeon and Levi are brethren." It seems a 
very obvious statement. Why should that be 
affirmed of these two sons in particular? All 
Jacob's sons were brethren. True, Simeon and 
Levi were sons of the same mother — Leah — as 
well as of the same father ; but Reuben might 
have been included in that brotherhood, for the 
statement applied equally to him. 

(a) Evidently Jacob does not refer simply to 
physical brotherhood. It would indeed have been 
absurd for Jacob to assert merely that they were 
brothers according to the flesh. A deeper com- 
munity, a more real brotherhood, is here assever- 
ated. 

It may not mean much to be brothers only in 
the sense of being children of the same parents. 
Physical relationship is the lowest form of re- 
lationship. Blood is not the greatest bond. There 
are brothers who are not akin. There are relations 
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who are not related to each other. Intellectual, 
temperamental, and moral affinities constitute the 
true and eternal brotherhood. There is no keener 
irony than to find brotherhoods which are only 
physical. Fleshly brotherhoods are doomed to 
destruction, for flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God. You may have noblest brother- 
hoods. You may have friendships and brother- 
hoods that shall refine your whole life. Said 
Mrs. Browning to Charles Kingsley, "What is 
the secret of your life? Tell me, that I may 
make mine beautiful too." And Charles Kingsley 
reverently replied, " I had a friend." Let us seek 
such brotherhoods. Alliances of that quality will 
aid you to make your lives sublime. 

(Jb) When Jacob says "Simeon and Levi are 
brethren," he means that they are brethren in dis- 
position. Now we pass into moral spheres. How 
diflferent members of the same family may be ! 
Jacob's family as a whole illustrates this disparity. 
But here are two members of it who are alike. 
Simeon and Levi are brethren dispositionally as 
well as physiologically. They were antithetic to 
their father. They incurred his just displeasure. 
These brethren were too much brethren. A sting 
of solemn satire is in Jacob's words, "Simeon 
and Levi are brethren." What was their common 
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disposition ? We shall see somewhat of detail 
presently, meanwhile remember that they were 
passionate, headstrong, cruel, deceitful, revengeful, 
uncontrolled. A black catalogue that! It were 
bad for Jacob to have one such son. That turns 
the honey of life into gall. That is grim enough 
skeleton in any house. But Jacob has two such 
sons ! " Simeon and Levi are brethren." A 
duplicate of devilment! Two similar stones in a 
mogaic of iniquity! That was an unsavoury 
brotherhood indeed. Each made the other worse. 
Simeon diabolized Levi and Levi diabolized 
Simeon. There was a fatal mutuality of evil. 
Awful it is when a family has two such brethren. 
As Matthew Henry pertinently says : " When two 
in a family are mischievous they commonly make 
one another so much the worse." 

But such brotherhoods are lamentable anywhere. 
" Simeon and Levi are brethren," one often has to 
cry today. There is frequently a moral brother- 
hood where there is no fleshly brotherhood. 

Thank God many are brethren in a noble sense. 
They are Christian brethren. " Brethren in Christ 
and well beloved." 

Yet how often do we witness an unholy brother- 
hood. Solomon used the term brother in the 
moral sense when he said " He that is slothful in 



46 NEGLECTED PEOPLE OF THE BIBLE 

his work is brother to him that is a great waster." 
He also speaks of one who robs his father or his 
mother as being a " companion " to a destroyer. 
Oh these base brotherhoods and corrupting com- 
panionship ! As I see two "fast" young men 
passing into a tavern together I say, " Simeon and 
Levi are brethren." As I see them strolling or 
riding without a purpose of worship on the Lord's 
day I say, " Simeon and Levi are brethren." 

Many are related who know it not. When we 
hear of the corrupt book being lent, we may say of 
the readers that they are brethren. They who are 
ill natured at home ; they who are extravagant, 
slothful, foppish, sensual, pleasure loving — all these 
are brethren. "Simeon and Levi are brethren." 
The Lord scatter such brotherhoods ! Young 
reader, beware of such brotherhoods. "The 
companion of fools shall be destroyed." Be 
brother of the saint not rather of the evil doer. 

{c) Simeon and Levi were brethren in crime. 
They had been guilty of murder. In another 
case they stood convicted of attempted murder. 
Often is sin the precursor of crime. What an 
evolutionary force has evil ! How climacteric is 
wrong ! None who con these pages have got so 
far as crime. But we may be brethren in sin and 
the brotherhood may intensify. In many a case the 
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inner brotherhood of sin has become the outward 
and manifest brotherhood of crime. Be wise. Be 
wise in time. 

Let us seek a holy brotherhood. We may, 
through grace, be " holy brethren, partakers of a 
heavenly calling." 

By doing the will of the Father we may become 
brethren of Christ. " Ye see your calling, brethren." 
Oh, see and realize and exult in it. 

" The fellowship of Christian hearts is like to 
that above." 

2. Simeon and Levi had unhallowed 
Belongings. 

" Instruments of cruelty are in their habitations " 
(ver. 5) exclaims the judicial Jacob. 

{a) They had sinful homes. Their habitations 
would not bear inspection. Things were to be seen 
there that had no right there. Many "instruments" 
were necessary in their habitations, but what busi- 
ness had they with "instruments of cruelty" there? 

We cannot be too careful what we admit into 
our homes. I am afraid there are very question- 
able instruments in some habitations. Is there 
not a book or two which ought no longer to defile 
your library? Is there no picture which should 
be banished? There are homes which need a 
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periodical moral cleaning ! What a removal there 
ought to be from certain habitations of evil instru- 
ments! What a glorious bonfire they would 
make. We might well dance around the funeral 
pyre of such instruments. Remove from your 
habitations all that prevents these habitations from 
being meet dwelling places for the righteous Lord. 

I might even say beware you have no " instru- 
ments of cruelty " in your habitations. Any 
instrument may become an instrument of cruelty. 
Sometimes the tongue is an instrument of cruelty 
in a home. A painful task arbitrarily assigned 
may be an instrument of cruelty. 

Lord, let there be no such instruments in our 
habitations ! Let our homes be such as Thou 
approvest! Dwell in them and they shall be 
doubly ours. 

{b) " Weapons of violence are their swords " is 
the R.V. reading. So Simeon and Levi are charged 
with having perverted instrumentalities. Their 
swords were legitimate weapons. They were 
necessary indeed in those days. But these bad 
brothers turned their swords into " weapons of vio- 
lence." The original intention of the sword was 
defence or at most righteous aggression. Simeon 
and Levi used their swords to perpetrate a wrong 
on others, not to save themselves from wrong. 
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They transformed a legitimate weapon into a 
weapon of violence. 

We see something of a similar perversion today. 
A good thing corrupted works incalculable evil. 
The best corrupted becomes the worst. "Sweetest 
wine makes sourest vinegar." An apostle betray- 
ing his Lord becomes a devil. 

Human life is full of perverted instrumentalities. 
Beware of the service to which you put your be- 
longings. Put things to right uses. Do not make 
your swords " weapons of violence." Take care 
how you spend your money, your strength, your 
influence. If our swords be weapons of violence we 
shall be apt to be slain thereby. We may fall into 
the pit we dig for others. Many have been fatally 
hoist on their own petard. 

(c) " Weapons of violence are their compacts " is 
the remarkable reading of the R.V. margin. By 
such a rendering Simeon and Levi are represented 
as drawing up cruel agreements. We know they 
entered into a most unjust and cruel compact with 
the Shechemites. The word of God will not 
let even our " compacts " alone. Cannot we make 
any compacts we choose ? No. We know some- 
thing of compacts which are weapons of violence. 
Alas, life abounds in such compacts. The news- 
papers often reveal this evil Beware of grasping 

4 
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bargains. Beware of greedy agreements. Beware 
of causing those who are in your power to sign 
contracts that you know must eventuate as" weapons 
of violence." A stern and splendid morality is that 
of our religion. God's "commandment" is ex- 
ceedingly broad. God*s eye beholds all our con- 
tracts. 

A curious reading is adopted by some : 
" Weapons of violence are their nuptial contracts, 
Simeon and Levi promised Shechem their sister 
Dinah in marriage, but the nuptial contract was a 
weapon of violence for the condition they imposed 
was grossly unjust. Are not some modern nuptial 
contracts nothing but weapons of violence? 
Surely the pulpit should exercise its function of 
warning against such present day evils. 

Let young men take heed they do not enter 
into marriage contracts which are cruel by reason 
of their spirit or their circumstances. Is it not 
making such a contract a weapon of violence if you 
engage in it without seriously intending to fulfil it? 
Under the plea of flirtation many a weapon of 
violence has been forged. Is it not turning a 
nuptial contract into a weapon of violence if a 
man's means are so limited that there can be no 
comfortable subsistence ? Watch against all that 
makes for cruelty in such contracts. Woe to him 
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who twists nuptial contracts into weapons of 
violence. 

Let the unhallowed things of these evil brothers 
be admonitions to us all. 

3. Simeon and Levi's evil Case drew 
FROM their Father a godly and reasonable 
Prayer. 

" O my soul," cries Jacob, " come not thou into 
their secret ; unto their assembly, mine honour, be 
not thou united : for in their anger they slew a man, 
and in their self-will they digged down a wall " 
(ver. 6). Substantially these words are a prayer. 
Reviewing the sinful courses of these two sons 
the dying father prays. The sin of men should 
always drive us to prayer. Evil has its right effect 
when it leads us to God's throne. What effect has 
men's sin upon you ? Happy if you seek refuge 
in prayer. If our lives are to be " unspotted from 
the world " our voice should rise like a fountain 
day and night in believing prayer. 

Jacob prays concerning his "soul.'* We are 
often readier to pray about our body, our intellect, 
our business. Jacob had learned by experience to 
set the soul first. Jacob gives us a lofty concep- 
tion of the soul when he terms it his " honour " 
("glory," R.V.). It is a wonderful thing that in 
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those early days of the world a man had such a 
vision of the worth of the soul. Jacob anticipates 
the Christian view of the value of the soul in 
describing it as "mine honour." No higher esti- 
mate of the soul did an apostle conceive. The 
Psalms three times speak of the soul as " my 
glory." And it is a conception ever to be enter- 
tained. Your life must be an eternal success if 
that be your fundamental idea. The soul is the 
standard of the man. The soul is the man. How 
are you treating your soul? Is it consciously 
your "honour"? Do not tarnish your honour. 
Do not stain your glory. 

Ben Jonson lay dying and King Charles sent 
him a very small donation. Said the great 
satirist, " He sends me this miserable sum because 
he thinks I am poor and live in an alley. Go and 
tell him his soul lives in an alley." Be vigilant, 
my friend, that your soul does not live in an alley. 
Nourish it for it is your honour. Cherish it for it 
is your glory. Your soul, washed in the blood of 
the Saviour, shall at length dwell in mansions of 
glory and endless delight. 

To gain the whole world and lose your soul 
would be tragical loss, for you would surrender 
your honour and quench your glory. 

See what Jacob desires for his soul : " Come not 
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thou into their secret." His primary reference 
may be to their atrocious " secret " in connexion 
with the maltreatment of Joseph, for that event 
was vividly before dying Jacob's mind, and he 
names it later in his song. I think however it 
was rather a reference to their bloody " secret " in 
relation to the murder of Shechem. A dastardly 
secret was that, as you may read in Genesis xxxiv. 
Some think that Jacob had been suspected of 
connivance at that "secret," and he is anxious 
not to die under suspicion. He had deeply re- 
sented the proceeding at the time. He now dis- 
avows all sympathy with it. "O my soul, come 
not thou into their secret!" 

There are secrets pray God our souls may never 
come mto ! Do not be anxious to eat of a for- 
bidden tree ; depend upon it it is forbidden for a 
wise and loving reason. There are secrets we 
should be thankful to be ignorant of. Beware of 
the damnable sophism that it is wise to see evil 
for ourselves. Keep out of the secret. Be inocu- 
lated with no vicious secret. Men live to mourn 
their knowledge of certain secrets. Be it ours fo 
know no evil secret, but to possess " the secret of 
the Lord" which is "with them that fear Him." 
Jacob desires to shun the assembly of sinners as 
well as their fell secret. "Unto their assembly, 
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mine honour, be not thou united." It was an 
iniquitous "assembly" which concocted the mas- 
sacre of the Shechemites. 

It is well to pray to be kept from such assem- 
blies. " Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do 
evil." "Blessed is the man that walketh not in 
the counsel of the ungodly." " Have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of darkness." 

When you hear or read of the assembly of 
evil doers, oh pray Jacob's prayer ! 

Is not this distinctly a reasonable prayer? 
Mark the assigned reason. Note that logical term 
" for." " For in their anger they slew a man " : 
that was the issue of their " secret " and of their 
"assembly." "And in their self-will they digged 
down a wall" — the wall of the Shechemites' 
houses which they broke into for plunder and 
for massacre. The R. V. reads it " they houghed 
an ox" — they hamstrung the cattle of the She- 
chemites in their mad self-will. Not even the 
innocent cattle could they let alone, but they 
mutilated them, cutting them between the knee 
and the fetlock. That is what anger and self-will 
may lead to ! Murder and mad cruelty wait on 
anger and self-will. 

Young people, come not into the secret of angry 
people, A man angry without cause is a murderer, 
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according to Christ In that sense godless anger 
always kills. Wat<:h your temper, for anger is a 
cruel secret Be wary too of the assembly of the 
self-willed. Self-will causes suffering to others. 
And self-will is a peculiar sin of today. More- 
over it is a special temptation to youth. Many 
refuse to be advised, even as Simeon and Levi 
refused. Self-will is no sign of superior wisdom, 
nor is it an indication of strength of character. 
The weakest are often most self-willed. " The ' 
youngest of us is not infallible." Meekness rather 
than self-will is a sign of wisdom. Self-will usually 
ends, as Simeon and Levi's did, in ruthlessness 
and wantonness. Pray against this evil principle. 
Pray continually the prayer that Jacob prayed. 

4. Jacob uttered a righteous Impreca- 
tion UPON Simeon and Levi's Sin. 

" Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce ; and 
their wrath for it was cruel " (ver. 7). Their father 
did not curse them^ but their sin. We may hate 
the sii\ yet love the sinner. And he who most 
intensely hates the sin will perchance most cor- 
dially love the sinner. Jacob loved his sons but 
loathed their sins. Never confuse the sinner and 
liis sin. God loves all sinners as ardently as He 
hates all sin. 



56 NEGLECTED PEOPLE OF THE BIBLE 

Anger and wrath seem to have been Simeon 
and Levi's special besetment. Jewish tradition 
has illustrated this. It gives them the foremost 
place in the persecution of Joseph. It ascribes 
anger especially to Simeon : he is said to have 
bound Joseph before casting him into the pit : he 
is reported to have died warning his children 
against wrath and implacability. It may have 
been on account of this disposition of Simeon's 
that Joseph kept him as a hostage in Egypt. Per- 
haps anger may be the special tendency of some 
of us. Let us be on guard against it. Jacob does 
not imprecate all anger, but such as is "fierce" 
and "cruel." There is a Christian anger. But 
how often is our anger such? When anger is 
"fierce" and "cruel" it bears the hallmark of the 
devil. Fierceness and cruelty are very remote 
from Christianity. We do well to imprecate such 
sin. Let us curse it in Christ's name. " Ye that 
love the Lord hate evil." 

5. A JUST Judgement was pronounced 
UPON Simeon and Levl 

" I will divide them in Jacob and scatter them in 
Israel " (ver. 7), exclaims the departing patriarch. 
Simeon and Levi were not to attain to political 
consequence. Nor did their tribes or descendants. 
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This judgement was amply fulfilled. Simeon and 
Levi were as scattered fragments among the other 
tribes. Simeon became the least of the tribes, and 
had only a portion of Judah*s territory, which was 
so small that they went forth among other people 
in quest of homes. They were divided and 
scattered, and in the blessing of Moses they are 
not even named. Simeon waxed worse and worse. 
On Simeon the judgement fell with accumulated 
force. Levi was also divided and scattered. But 
— probably because of their noble attitude regard- 
ing the worshippers of the golden calf — their curse 
was turned into a blessing, and they became the 
priests of Israel. 

Divided and scattered ! That was the righteous 
judgement of this evil brotherhood. Let an old 
commentator speak : " Shameful dispersions are 
the just punishment of sinful unions and con- 
federacies." Yes ; that is the solemn and abiding 
moral. Let another commentator speak : " Their 
fault was a bad union. Their punishment a just 
division." Let another quaint old sage annotate 
for us : " Whom the devil hath joined God puts 
asunder." Again I say such is the permanent 
teaching of this paternal judgement. The Judge 
Eternal shall at last separate men " as a shepherd 
divideth his sheep from the goats." " The ungodly 
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shall not stand in the judgement, nor sinners in the 
congregation of the righteous." Awful indeed it 
is to be here associated with the evil doers and to 
be divided and scattered in long eternity. 

But there is light amid the thick darkness of 
this ancient judgement. There is a gospel even 
here. Though divided and scattered, Simeon and 
Levi were not cut off from the promised land. 
They had not an abundant entrance as had some 
of their brethren, but they were privileged to 
enter. 

We, with all our sin, may enter the better 
Canaan. And we may enter not divided and 
scattered but an unbroken family. Shall it not 
be 50 ? Shall we not start for Canaan no;v ? By 
the atoning grace of Christ we may all attain 
God*s rest 

The sons of uarkness and of night 
May come to the eternal Light, 
Through the eternal Love. 



IV 



CALEB AND HIS PERPETUAL 
YOUTHFULNESS 

"Caleb, the son of Jephunneh."— Joshua xiv. 6. 

THERE are three Calebs in the Old Testa- 
ment. But this son of Jephunneh shines 
out as the noblest of the three. He was a bright 
particular star. Perchance we may reflect in our 
lives the gracious light of this ancient life. 

I. Caleb was a Foreigner by Birth. 

His father, Jephunneh, is described as "the 
Kenezite." The Kenezites were outside the pale 
of the chosen people. Thus Caleb was not of 
Israelitish birth or descent He was of an alien 
people. Smith's Dictionary admirably speaks of 
Caleb as "one of the first fruits of the gentile 
harvest of which Jethro, Rahab, Ruth, Naaman 
and many others were samples and signs." 

Yet this man, a stranger to Israel by birth, 
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became one of Israel's most illustrious ornaments. 
In spirit and service he was "an Israelite indeed." 
Israel might well be proud of him. Moses and 
Joshua delighted to honour him. Disadvantaged 
by birth, he *' broke his birth's invidious bar," and 
achieved greatly. Caleb, a foreigner as to nativity, 
was an ideal Israelite in character. The son of 
the Kenezite was a true son of God. The man 
was grander than his lineage. So it may be with 
every man and woman of unpropitious birth. 
Temporally and spiritually no adverse descent 
need prevent a glorious ascent. You are a son 
of a Kenezite but you may be lord of Hebron 
yet. You were not " free born," but God waits to 
put the price of freedom in your hands. Your 
parents were not of Israel, but you, by the Saviour's 
grace, may be great in the hosts of God. Put on 
a cheerful courage, O Kenezite, thou mayest yet 
cheer both God and man ! 

At one point we all come into contact with 
Caleb. Inquire of Paul and he will tell us that 
we are all Calebs in that we are of alien birth. 
Yes. Paul declares we are, every one of us, 
foreigners by birth. Writing to the Ephesians 
(li. 19), and felicitating them on their Christian 
state he says, triumphantly, " Now then ye are no 
more . . . foreigners " (R. V. " sojourners "). Till 
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they had received Christ Jesus they had not been 
citizens of the true commonwealth. They had 
been of foreign birth and were foreigners till 
reborn in Christ Jesus. And what was true of 
the Ephesians is true of all men. " Behold I was 
shapen in iniquity," cries every saint in penitential 
dolour. By birth we are not " fellow citizens with 
the saints and of the household of God." Speak- 
ing after the spirit we are foreigners by our birth. 
But, Calebs in birth, the grace of God can make us 
such Israelites as Caleb became. " Ye must be 
born again." Do we know such a fundamental 
spiritual experience ? Like the Ephesian Church 
are we " no longer . . . foreigners " ? 

2. Caleb's Name indicated his Nature. 

Surely, significant as names were in olden days, 
none ever had a more apposite name than 
Caleb. Its meaning is " all heart." There is a 
name in the New Testament which is substantially 
an equivalent to Caleb. It is Lebboeus. Lebboeus 
signifies " hearty." Caleb is the Lebboeus of the 
Old Testament, and Lebboeus is the Caleb of the 
New Testament. 

Caleb lived up to the lofty ideal enshrined in his 
name. He was " all heart." Not partially heart, 
but all heart was this chieftain of the desert. Dr. 
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Eadie terms him " patriot and saint" Nor do the 
terms exaggerate. And alike as patriot and saint 
he was so hearty, so overflowing with heart, that 
he richly merits his redundant name. 

See certain manifestations of his all-heartedness. 
See the nature which justifies the name : {a) Caleb 
was full of cheerfulness. He is one of the sunniest 
characters in the Bible. His whole story might 
have been written with a pen dipped in sunshine. 
Reviewing in his old age the report he brought 
back as one of the spies he said, " I brought him 
word again as it was in mine heart " (Joshua xiv. 
7). He could not have stated the case more 
felicitously. Caleb took a cheerful view of the 
possibilities of the situation. He was not daunted 
at the prospect. When other hearts were low his 
was lifted up. This noble spy brought a cheerful 
report for his heart was full of cheer. In extreme 
old age Caleb was as cheerful as in his radiant 
youth. Was there ever a cheerier man of eighty- 
five years? His cheerfulness sprang from his 
godliness. It was a stream from a fount in the 
eternal heights. He had wholly followed the Lord 
and gladness had been his portion. When even- 
ing shadows rested on his head eternal sunshine 
settled in his heart. 

The secret of abiding cheerfulness is a religious 
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secret Caleb's clue is the only clue. They who 
love righteousness and hate iniquity glisten with 
the oil of gladness evermore. " Rejoice in the 
Lord, ye righteous." Let Caleb's cheerfulness be 
yours. Who should be glad if they are not whose 
constant strength and song is the Lord their 
God? 

{b) Caleb could tranquillize others. When the 
" majority report " of the spies was presented we 
are told " Caleb stilled the people " (Num. xiii. 30). 
The people were agitated and distressed. The 
report was pessimistic. A contagion of sadness 
and restlessness was spreading through Israel's 
hosts. But Caleb " stilled " them. He calmed 
them. He soothed their ruth. He braced their 
spirits. He breathed peace upon their storminess. 
How precious are such personalities ! " All heart " 
he was rightly designated. A Caleb is invaluable 
wherever men are perturbed, annoyed, evilly ex- 
cited. Men who can "still" others are beyond 
price in churches, in business houses, in home life. 
No form of genius is so excellent as a genius for 
tranqjuillizing the agitated. The world sorely needs 
restful influence. What scope there always is for 
a Caleb ! Why not strive to be such an one ? To 
hush and quieten human hearts is a task angels 
might worthily covet. 
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(c) Caleb was full of encouragement " Let us 
go up at once and possess it," was Caleb's counsel 
to Israel when the discouraging report had been 
received concerning the promised land (Num. xiii. 
30). His fellow spies had melted Israel's heart 
and weakened them for the work. But Caleb had 
a genius for encouragement. He stirred the 
drooping hearts of the people. He cheered them. 
He pointed out the tokens of good. He prophe- 
sied victory. In his old age as in midlife Caleb 
seems to have been " all heart " in this sense also. 
To the end of the chapter he was an encourager. 

Priceless in every age and place is such a soul. 
The sad discouraged world has sore need of sons 
of encouragement. Christian Calebs who point 
to the bright light in the clouds are precious as 
the wedge of Ophir. Beware of discouraging 
others in what is good and noble. Do not let age 
dull your hopefulness. Watch against morbidness 
of outlook as the years recede. Both intellectu- 
ally and spiritually endure to the end. " We old 
fellows must not go discouraging one another," 
Dr. Johnson used to say. Be Calebs alike in youth 
and in age. Fire others with hope. Be evan- 
gelically optimistic. 

{d) Caleb was very courageous. And this is also 
true of his youth and of his age. "We are well 
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able to overcome it," boldly Caleb cried when the 
spies had brought an evil report of the land (Num. 
xiiL 30). " Let us go up at once and possess 
it," is his courageous challenge. " Well able to " — 
not only " able to," but " well able to " is Caleb's 
resounding watchword. Truly he was " all heart " 
this son of thunder 1 His splendid courage which 
came of a splendid faith in God is a tonic for us all 
even to this day. Nor had the flame of his fiery 
courage died down even in his old age. He was 
prepared to drive out the hordes of Anakim from 
Hebron when he was eighty-five ! " If so be the 
Lord will be with me, then I shall be able to drive 
them out, as the Lord said," exclaims the young- 
hearted veteran (Joshua xiv. 12). He was still 
ready for a hard task. He feared no foe and 
desired no rest. The hero of forty was a hero at 
eighty-five. 

Oh, seek and cultivate a courageous heart. No 
Anakim need affright thee. The God of battles 
will not forsake thee. Cleave unto the Lord and 
He will make thee strong and very courageous. 
God can make every man in Israel a Caleb. Wait 
on the Lord and be of good courage. 

It is abundantly true that Caleb's grand name 
indicated his princely character. 
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3. Caleb was at one Time in a Minor- 
ity OF Righteousness. 

The old man reverts to the circumstance in the 
thrilling retrospect delivered to Joshua. " Forty 
years old was I when Moses, the servant of the 
Lord, sent me from Kadesh-barnea to espy out 
the land : and I brought him word again as it was 
in mine heart Nevertheless, my brethren that 
went up with me made the heart of the people 
melt" (Joshua xiv. 7, 8). Ten spies declared 
against attempting to possess the land. But Caleb 
and Joshua presented a " minority report" Two 
against ten they stood. The minority however were 
right and the majority were hopelessly wrong. 

Noble Caleb ! He was not the serf of a majority. 
He dared to be in the right with two rather than 
in the wrong with ten. God said Caleb had 
" another spirit " (Num. xiv. 24). As Dr. Eadie 
puts it Caleb was " Brave among cowards : as- 
sured among sceptics." 

Who can tell the price of such an one ? He 
scorned mere numbers. His one query was as to 
he righteousness of a position ; its popularity he 
never sought to gauge. Would that all Christian 
men were as Caleb was. We err continually by 
seeking to know the popularity of a situation when 
our sole inquiry should be as to its moral quality. 
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Caleb had no dread of a minority because he had 
no idolatry of a majority. 

Let us cherish such a spirit Is the thesis true ? 
Is the cause right? Such only should be our 
inquiry. For such indifference to numbers we 
may suffer awhile. But time is on our side. The 
immortal years of God are pledged to us. Caleb 
defies mere popularity, and God at length honours 
him by an entry into the land of promise. Take 
up thy cross and follow Jesus, O confessor true ! 
A minority may be a moral majority. 

4. Caleb was a Man of complete De- 
votion TO God. 

In his honoured old age Caleb made a great 
claim for himself. " I wholly followed the Lord 
my God," he declares (Joshua xiv. 8). Scholars 
say that the figure of the original words is nautical. 
The idea is that of a ship in full sail : a vessel 
which goes straight on. There had been no diver- 
gencies, no swerving from a direct course. Oh, 
glorious testimony for old age to be able to bear : 
" I wholly followed the Lord my God." Whether 
seas were rough or smooth the good ship sailed 
triumphantly onwards to its desired haven ! 

Nor did Caleb alone give testimony on this 
point. Moses declared, "Thou hast wholly followed 
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the Lord my God." Happy Caleb to merit such 
eulogy from the lips of Moses I The historian of 
the Book of Joshua bears equally full and emphatic 
testimony — " He wholly followed the Lord God of 
Israel." 

But Caleb has yet greater witness. God Him- 
self testified of this leal-hearted man. " My servant 
Caleb . . . hath followed me fully" (Num. 
xiv. 24). God and men of God gave accordant 
testimony to the splendid fidelity of Caleb. 

Such men are the need of the Church of God 
today. They are rare in modern Israel even as 
they were rare in ancient Israel. Men who wholly 
follow the Lord : men of absolute devotion to God 
— these are the men to be desired with desire. In 
an age of compromise blessed are the uncom- 
promisingly faithful. Amid crowds of trimmers 
magnificent are the men of massive loyalty. 
Calebs are good gifts of God to Israel. 

Are you wholly following the Lord ? Or is your 
following partial, intermittent, languorous? Whole- 
hearted devotion is the demand of God. It may 
cost much to wholly follow Him, but the reward is 
ineffable in this life and in that which is to come. 
Who will be a Caleb ? Who will stake everything 
on Israel's God ? 

" Joshua blessed him," we read of Caleb in his 



9mmmmmmmmmmmmmm^tmmmmummmKmmammmmBmmmmmmmmm 



CALEB AND HIS YOUTH FULNESS 69 

mellow old age (Joshua xiv. 13). Joshua prayed 
for the aged hero and saint. Joshua sought God's 
anointing for the venerable soldier of Israel. 
Caleb reaped a harvest of sympathetic prayer. 

Joshua not only prayed for Caleb but com- 
mended him in the sight of Israel. He held him 
up to honour. He enthroned the brave veteran on 
the approbation of the people. So the man of 
complete devotion to God received honour of man. 

How sublime a retrospect had Caleb in his old 
age ! He can look back on the voyage of his life, 
and say, " I wholly followed the Lord." It is one 
of the rewards of complete devotion to God that 
it ensures a gladdening backward survey. A faith- 
ful life will stand the scrutiny of review. One of 
the earthly heavens of character is golden retro- 
spect. Oh to be able to look back upon our lives, 
whether long or short, and say, " I wholly followed 
the Lord." Perhaps a Christian can never hope to 
say that. Christianity is too spiritual for us to dare 
to say that. We see our hearts as Caleb could not 
see his, and we know the plague of our own heart 
as he had no opportunity of knowing it. But if, 
through grace, we shall at length testify that it was 
our desire and ceaseless effort to wholly follow the 
Lord, then no man will take our crown. 

Such a retrospect can only be won by years of 
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fighting the good fight. Let us seek the Lord and 
His Spirit. Let us watch and pray. Let us struggle 
" because of the blood of the Lamb.'* Happy if 
at last we can avow that the desire of our soul was 
ever toward the remembrance of God's name. 

5- Caleb had Perennial Youthfulness. 

There is nothing in the Bible more wonderful in 
its way than Caleb's testimony at eighty-five years 
of age. " And now, behold, the Lord hath kept 
me alive, as He said, these forty and five years, even 
since the Lord spake this word unto Moses, while 
Israel walked in the wilderness ; and now, lo, I am 
this day fourscore and five years old. As yet I am 
as strong this day as I was in the day that Moses 
sent me : as my strength was then, even so is my 
strength now, for war, and to go out, and to come 
in " (Joshua xiv. lo, ii). Nor was this a mere 
boast. The old man was not self deluded in the 
matter of his strength. He is ready " for war." 
And he utters this challenge : " Now therefore give 
me this mountain, whereof the Lord spake in that 
day; for thou heardest in that day how the 
Anakim were there, and that the cities were great 
and fenced : if so be the Lord will be with me, 
then I shall be able to drive them out, as the Lord 
said" (Joshua xiv. 12). 
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As Matthew Henry has it, Caleb was " still fit 
for business." 

Marvellous old man. Effervescent with youth- 
fulness at eighty-five ! Ready to storm the strong- 
hold of Hebron ! Jubilant in prospect of driving 
out Anakim ! Caleb has youth's strength and 
valour and optimism in extreme old age. 

It is beautiful that he ascribes it all to God : 
" The Lord hath kept me alive." So said the aged 
Wesley who himself was a Caleb indeed and of a 
truth. There is a rejuvenating power in faith in 
God. It tells wonderfully upon our very physical 
life. " The Lord hath kept me alive " is the great 
physical secret. We have never credited Bible 
religion with its benedictions for the body. Godli- 
ness hath promise of the life that now is in this 
particular. God is our healer. With the Physician 
of physicians attending on us surely we shall be 
kept alive. In a thousand ways faith tends to 
physical youthfulness. God preserves his Calebs. 

Where it is not so physically it is so intellec- 
tually or spiritually. Paul had not physical youth- 
fulness in his later years, for at sixty (perhaps less) 
he subscribed himself as " Paul the aged." But 
Paul was young in intellect to the last and young 
in soul. We may be in latest years youthful 
Calebs in mind and soul. The oldest angels of 
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heaven are the youngest God is ever changeless, 
and He loves to make His children share in some 
faint degree His perennialness. 

Cheer thee, friend, as the grey years approach. 
God's brave man of war in thy youth such thou 
mayest be in thy latter days. Keep thy heart with 
all diligence. Trust thy Saviour with unequivocal 
trustfulness. Ever welcome new light on old truth. 
Suffuse thy soul with love to all men. So thine 
shall be ageless youth. 

6. Caleb received his Reward. 

For character to be forever unrecompensed 
would be anomalous. It would be a blot upon the 
moral government of God. Either in this life or 
in that which is to come there must verily be a 
reward for the righteous as God is God and good 
is good. Caleb has had an overflowing cup in 
heaven these ages. But he had a reward whilst 
yet on the earth. Hear the statement of that 
reward : " Hebron therefore became the inheritance 
of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite unto 
this day, because that he wholly followed the Lord 
God of Israel " (Joshua xiv. 14). 

It was, as things went in those times, a worthy 
recompense of a noble man. 

But Caleb had to wait a long long while for his 
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promised reward. For five and forty years he had 
had to patiently endure without his inheritance. 
We too may have to wait through weary years for 
our reward. But " to patient faith the prize is sure." 
God has His own deep reasons for delay. These 
reasons are beneficent too. It is a discipline of the 
soul that we should tarry long ere our Hebron 
comes. Sometimes we have to wait long for our 
earthly reward. But Hebron comes at length to 
Caleb and his children. "Be patient therefore, 
brethren." And for the heavenly Hebron we must 
wait. Let us work diligently whilst we wait 
patiently. Caleb did his duty steadily those forty 
and five years of waiting. So let us do and our 
Hebron shall smile upon us, and on its serene 
heights no Anakim shall distress us through the 
Sabbatic ages of eternity. 

Is Caleb's God ours ? Do we find ageless youth 
in Him ? Caleb declared that he had wholly 
followed the Lord. Have you ? Caleb said, " the 
Lord my God." Can you speak thus ? 



V 
SAUL AND THE WITCH OF ENDOR 

" Then said Saul unto his servants. Seek me a woman that hath 
a familiar spirit, that I may go to her, and inquire of her. And 
his servants said to him. Behold, there is a woman that hath a 
familiar spirit at Endor.'* — I Sam. xxviii. 7. 

WE are always hearing about spiritualism. 
It IS ever with us. Our very newspapers 
discuss it All sorts and conditions of men and 
women profess to receive messages from the spirit 
world. " Spirit telegraphy " is in vogue. Special 
and increasing attention is drawn to the unseen. 

In one aspect of the case this eager quest 
concerning the spirit world is distinctly satisfactory. 
It is something in this materialistic age to convince 
men that there is a life beyond the grave. To get 
the world to realize that death does not end all is 
no small achievement. Anything is better than 
blank materialism. You had better believe in 
ghosts, or spooks, or spirits, than say with the 

scornful Sadducees that " there is neither angel nor 
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spirit." It is preferable to be credulous, super- 
stitious, spiritualistic, than hold to materialism, the 
gospel of dust. 

But I feel bound nevertheless to express my 
conviction that what is known as spiritualism is 
morally wrong. It is very tempting. It rouses 
eager passion. It makes men drunk with excite- 
ment I do not discuss the question as to whether 
spiritualism is a deception or an occult science. I 
do not debate as to whether spiritualism is (as 
some think) the work of evil spirits, the machination 
of the devil. I do not argue (as one well might) as 
to the unreasonableness of God allowing glorified 
saints to come forth in order to rap tables and 
move them and practise the general ineptitudes of 
the spiritualist's programme. How absurd the 
idea that men who whilst here followed great 
pursuits should have become so intellectually 
degenerate as to perform such table moving tricks 
as would better become children in the nursery ! 

All I now affirm is that — dispute it who will — 
spiritualism is forbidden in holy scripture. In 
Deuteronomy chapter xviii. we are told how God 
expressly forbad Israel to have among them those 
who used divination, or enchanters, or witches, or 
consulters with familiar spirits, or wizards, or 
necromancers. Hear what God declares in the 
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chapter referred to : " All that do these things are 
an abomination to the Lord." The Bible often 
speaks to the same effect. 

And our Lord showed the supreme impotence 
and folly of spiritualism when he uttered the 
memorable words which ring on full toned through 
the ages : "If they hear not Moses and the 
prophets neither would they be persuaded though 
one rose from the dead." 

Do not be misled by the attractiveness of modern 
spiritualism. I know how interesting and exciting 
the subject is. But you will have to ignore your 
Bible before you can be a spiritualist, for God's 
word pronounces all the traffic an abomination to 
Him. The basal supposition of spiritualism is 
that the Bible is an insufficient revelation. 
Here curiously the spiritualist and the Romanist 
and the latitudinarian join hands. 

Those of us who believe that the word of God 
tells us all God intends us to know in this life must 
make no truce with modern spiritualism. It 
represents a curiosity which God abominates. 

We are to look for a while upon a spiritualistic 
seance in which God struck down upon the 
performers in a manner they little anticipated. 
We are to review the spectacle of Saul consulting 
the witch of Endor. My purpose is not to tickle 
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your fancy by discussing the vagaries of spirit- 
ualism, but to wrestle with your souls by enforcing 
potent lessons taught by the tragic scene we are to 
contemplate. 

You will see from this story that spiritualism 
has not the merit of novelty. It is nearly as old 
as the hills. God rebuked it as early as at the 
period of the giving of the law. Saul dabbled in 
it more than a thousand years before the advent of 
Christ Modern spiritualism is merely a rehash. 
It is the Israelitish abomination revived. Satan's 
programme is very stale. The devil is anything 
but original. The spiritualists of today are in 
some sense reacting the seance of Endor. 

Tragedy was never more tragic than in this 
weird story. What a fearful pathos there is about 
Saul as he hastens to consult the crooked crone 
who peeped and muttered in the caves on the 
heights of Endor ! 

The circumstances can be stated in few words. 
The hosts are gathered for war. It is the night 
before the battle. What a night it transpired to 
be ! Was there ever a sadder night since the 
alternations of day and night began ? There have 
been fearsome nights. Terrible was the festal 
night when Belshazzar the king was slain. Sad, 
sad the night when Judas stepped out to 
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treachery. But we need look for no darker night 
than that to which our story brings us. 

It is the inveterate foe — the Philistines— -who 
have come out against Israel. They pitch in 
Shunem. The whole military power of the 
Philistines seems to be assembled. It will be a 
terrible struggle I trow. Shunem is situated on 
the south-west slope of the Little Hermon range. 
The great valley of Jezreel or Esdraelon rolls 
beneath. Saul and all Israel are pitched in Gilboa, 
a mountain on the north-east edge of the great 
plain of Jezreel. From Gilboa, which was only 
two hours distance from Shunem, Saul and Israel 
could discern the huge camp of the Philistines. 
When Saul saw the enemy " he was afraid, and his 
heart trembled greatly." That was not like the 
brave warrior king. Ah, but he is not the man he 
was. Surely these fears are premonitions of 
approaching doom. 

What can he do in his sore perplexity ? Consult 
his old guide and teacher, Samuel the prophet ? 
Alas, Samuel is gone, he is but lately dead. 
Inquire of the Lord? No; it is no use. God 
sees no sign of repentance in Saul. " When Saul 
inquired of the Lord, the Lord answered him not." 
Not by any of the wonted media would God speak 
to him : " neither by dreams," " nor by Urim " 
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— an oracular method by means of the gems on 
the high priest's breastplate — neither "by pro- 
phets." 

As God is dumb to Saul what other course can 
the desperate man resort to? "Then said Saul 
unto his servants, Seek me a woman that hath a 
familiar spirit, that I may go to her, and inquire 
of her." Has it come to this? Having turned 
his back upon the Good Physician till even His 
patience is exhausted, Saul consults such men- 
dacious quacks. 

" A familiar spirit " is a phrase often found in the 
Old Testament. It may mean either the spirit of 
divination supposed to be possessed by a sooth- 
sayer, or it may mean the soothsayer himself or 
herself. Here it evidently means the spirit of 
divination which this woman was popularly 
understood to have. 

Now let us halt a moment, and before we watch 
the unfolding of the tragedy let us learn what the 
situation has to teach us this far. 

I. How VALUED AND BENEFICENT PRESENCES 
MAY BE WITHDRAWN. 

What pathos there is in the fact that on the eve 
of this dreaded battle Saul has not his old friend, 
his teacher, his pastor to consult. " Samuel was 
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dead." The cold silvery moonbeams glanced 
upon his grave at Ramah. 

O Saul, if thou hadst but done better by Samuel 
whilst he was with thee ! Samuel had been every- 
thing to Saul. He had anointed him king. He 
had been pastor pastorum to Saul. But Saul had 
not treated him well. He had disobeyed his 
counsels. He would have none of his reproof He 
had slighted his old friend. He deemed that he 
could manage well without him. The last inter- 
view must nearly have broken the old man's heart, 
for Saul departed independent and headstrong 
as ever. 

And now in his hour of darkness " Samuel was 
dead." Saul would have given a great deal to have 
had his rejected and grieved friend now, but 
"Samuel was dead." 

What a lesson for us all ! How soon valued 
presences may be missing ! Make the most of 
them whilst you have them. Do well by them. 
Hold them in reputation. Perchance we set little 
store by our friends and counsellors when they are 
with us, and when they are gone and we need their 
help we shed unavailing tears. 

Take care, ye Sauls of today ! You may be 
heedless of the preacher's message, but some day 
you will long to hear it. There will be a famine 
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of hearing the word of the Lord. Some day the 
wise and loving parents will be gone, and in your 
perplexities how you will pine for their soothing 
words ! O Saul, appreciate Samuel whilst you have 
him ! There is a Turkish proverb to the effect 
that " Heaven sends almonds to those who have no 
teeth." Do not let that be true of us. Saul 
rejected Samuel, and when he needed his guidance 
" Samuel was dead." 

2. How A Man may cut himself off 
FROM Divine Influences! 

" When Saul inquired of the Lord, the Lord 
answered him not." May we get so forlornly far ? 
Yes. We may so sin and sin and sin, we may so 
fatally harden ourselves that God will have nothing 
to do with us. This is awful doctrine, but it is 
scripture doctrine. Like Pharaoh, a man may go 
to such lengths of obduracy that God shall say 
" he persists in hardening his heart, and I will punish 
him by adding to his hardness." Jesus declared 
that Jerusalem had so misused its day of visitation 
that the things which belonged to its peace were 
hid from its eyes. Paul intimated that we may 
quench the Spirit. I believe such cases are very 
rare, and I do not believe that God ewQx permanently 
leaves a man in this life. There is hope even for a 
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Saul. But I do say that you may for the time 
being — and perhaps for ever — cut yourself off from 
Divine influences. You may inquire and not be 
answered because God sees there is no penitence in 
your inquiry. It is, like Saul's, but a scream of 
selfish terror. Does some poor self-condemned one 
say he fears he has cut himself off from Divine 
influences ? I answer emphatically that he has not 
done so. Why? Because his grief, his alarm, 
his penitence shows he has not. No man who 
really wants to be better has cut himself off from 
God. You may have done very wickedly, l?ut 
if you feel the stirrings of repentance depend upon 
it you are not so emmarbled in heart as was Saul 
when he inquired of the Lord and the Lord 
answered him not. 

3. Learn another lesson from Saul as he 
inquires for a spiritualistic medium on the eve of 
the battle : 

How LOW A Man may sink by Sin 1 

Is this Saul ? Yes — in ruins. What a wreck the 
man is ! He is but the shadow of his former self. 

(a) He is physically and mentally enfeebled. 
You see that by the fear and trembling which 
seizes him as he looks across from Gilboa to 
Shunem and sees the Philistine camp. Saul 
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would have leaped at the sight once. His blood 
would have flamed. He would have uprisen like 
a warhorse. But now his sins have so wrought on 
him that he is in a state of collapse. Saul, once so 
strong in body and mind, quivers like a wind- 
driven reed. Sin enfeebles the sinner every way. 
It brings the body to the dust. It evacuates the 
mind of its pith and buoyancy. Look at that 
trembling hand, those ashen lips, that shuffling 
gait What does it mean ? Sin. Take warning, 
my friend. You are not quite the man you once 
wipre. Sin is beginning to write its autograph upon 
your face. Be wise whilst you have opportunity. 
Sin un-Sauls Saul. 

(J?) Saul is now doing what once he condemned. 
Early in his reign he "put out those that had 
familiar spirits, and the wizards, out of the land." 
Now he is actually proposing to consult one of the 
obnoxious herd. Ah, how men change with sin- 
ful years ! What once they did not think them- 
selves capable of doing they come to do. That 
which they scorned others for doing they at length 
do themselves. We never know to what sin may 
bring us. Be warned ere the evil days come. 

{c) Having given up God Saul is compelled to 
resort to strange methods. He — the king of Israel 
— is on his way to consult a woman who has a 
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familiar spirit. What devices men are driven to 
when they surrender God ! To silence conscience, 
to still their fears, to drive away dull care — 
what expedients evil doers fly to ! You will not 
escape difficulty by forsaking God. When Saul 
leaves God he consults a witch. " Sin is a dis- 
grace." Never did sin exalt a man. Down, down, 
down, sin drags its humbled victim. Faust is 
claimed by demons when his sensual delights 
are done. " The end of these things is death.*' 

See how the tragedy culminates. Saul's servants 
tell him that at Endor there is a woman reputed 
to have " a familiar spirit." Endor was in the terri- 
tory of Issachar, though it belonged to Manasseh. 

On the north shoulder of the Little Hermon 
Endor stood. Travellers tell us the village still 
stands. It was but ten miles from Gilboa where 
Israel's army was encamped. Caves abound 
around Endor, and doubtless in one of these caves 
the withered old witch with her poisons and herbs, 
her divining rods and her images, practised her 
incantations. 

Saul *' disguised himself," probably assuming the 
garb of a common soldier ; and, with two attend- 
ants, over the rocky paths, past the enemy's camp, 
he travels the dreary ten miles. 
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They reach the witch's cave. You who know 
your Shakespeare or your Faust will appreciate the 
scene. Saul confronts the wild old creature at her 
cave door: a dim light glimmers in the weird cave : 
a diabolical inspiration seems to be upon Saul, for 
he not only asks the witch to "divine by the 
familiar spirit," but he goes so far as to beg her to 
practise necromancy and to read the future by 
means of the dead. The witch suspects treachery. 
She seems to have an idea that it is a minion of 
Saul sent to gain evidence against her that she may 
die. Saul swears to her safety and dares to invoke 
the Jehovah whom he has so affronted and grieved. 
And now the witch sets to work in her cave. 
The leering scoundrel says, " Whom shall I bring 
up unto thee?" The woman is an adept at 
•her spiritualistic trade ; she has long carried on her 
magical deceptions. The infatuated Saul, all 
trepid, shaking with uncontrollable excitement, 
cries, "Bring me up Samuel." See how his 
despairing heart leads him to long for his old 
teacher again. He must have been mad to sup- 
pose that this hag could conjure with the spirit of 
the departed saint. Yet thus the wretched un- 
strung man cries — " Bring me up Samuel." No 
description is given of the arts the witch used. 
Nor need we suppose, as some have done, that she 
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was in another compartment of the cave where she 
would be out of Saul's sight. But the issue is 
plainly stated — " The woman saw Samuel " ; and 
at the same time she discovered that her interlo- 
cutor was King Saul. If we ask how she found 
out that it was Saul the suggestion of Keil and 
Delitzsch seems most feasible, viz. that she had 
fallen into a state of clairvoyance in which she 
recognized persons who, like Saul in his disguise, 
were unknown to her by face. 

But was it a genuine appearance of Samuel? 
On this there has been great diversity of opinion. 
The earlier commentators regarded the supposed 
appearance as a deception practised by the witch 
and effective with Saul because of his nervously 
excited condition. 

Some have ascribed the appearance to the devil, 
believing that he personated Samuel. But I think 
almost all the great commentators of today agree 
with* the sagacious Adam Clarke that it was a 
genuine appearance of Samuel. I am convinced 
that no other explanation is tenable. The manner 
of the story plainly indicates that Samuel literally 
appeared. The overpowering effect it produced 
upon Saul (he fell his whole length upon the 
ground) implies the reality of Samuel's appearance. 
No mere nervous excitement could account for 
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Saul's being so utterly unmanned and doing obei- 
sance. Further the rebuke which the apparition 
gave to Saul is another evidence of its identity with 
Samuel. And last but perhaps most convincing 
proof of all — the prophecy of the death of Saul and 
his sons next day clearly argues the genuineness of 
Samuel's appearance. The witch could have made 
no such prediction. Evil spirits are not permitted 
to forestall God's decrees: the Bible gives no 
countenance to such an idea. No : Samuel is sent 
to the witch's cave to announce to Saul the doom 
that was so imminent and to give him yet space to 
repent. God, who allowed Moses and Elias to return 
to comfort the Christ, allows Samuel to return to 
warn Saul. No other explanation, it seems to me, 
covers the whole ground of the case. 

Did God work through a spiritualistic medium ? 
Did He answer the incantations of the crone in 
her cave ? No. God had, as we have seen, sternly 
forbidden all spiritualism. He would never deign 
to use it Rather He interposed and frustrated the 
witch's incantations. She was herself scared at 
Samuel's appearance — that is evident from the 
story. The Lord was too much for the wrinkled 
necromancer. 

When the witch shrieked in genuine horror, 
Saul said, " Whatsawest thou?" And she answered. 
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" I saw a god coming up out of the earth " (R.V.). 
Was It a heralding angel? Probably rather the 
expression means one of a god-like form. Saul's 
surmise scares him. He suspects it is Samuel. He 
cannot at first see the apparition himself, but pres- 
ently he too sees " the old man covered with a 
mantle." Saul perceived it was Samuel. He falls 
overwhelmed and obeisant. And the spirit of the 
seer cries, "Why hast thou disquieted me to 
bring me up ? " The popular language of Judaism 
is used. Sheol, the place of departed spirits, was 
supposed to be under the earth. Samuel was dis- 
quieted. His sweet rest was disturbed. The 
serenity of paradise was left behind. It disquiets 
the departed saints to be brought back to this land 
of sin and woe. Saul, poor overdriven sinful Saul, 
tells his woeful tale. Samuel assures Saul that he 
can do nothing in his behalf seeing God has become 
his adversary because of his sins. 

The spirits of the just cannot help a man who 
rejects God. Samuel points to the history of Saul's 
wickedness and its effects. Then he adds this 
prophecy : " Tomorrow shalt thou and thy sons 
be with me." No marvel that at such a word 
Saul falls headlong in the witch's cave ! When he 
and his attendants returned over the rocks to 
Gilboa " that night " surely the stars of heaven 
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were as tear-dewed eyes looking down upon 
him. 

From this seance let us learn : (a) Haw God 
confounds evil doers. Little thought Saul that the 
scene in Endor's cave would be so tragically real. 
Little dreamed the witch that her hypocritical per- 
formances would have such fateful issue. When 
God interposes how He disarranges the modes 
and schemes of sinners ! 

{b) How near is the spirit-world! Strangely 
soon did the spirit form appear. In the twinkling 
of an eye Samuel is in the cave at Endor. The 
world unseen is close upon us. Sheol is hard by. 
The veil is very thin. 

{c) Men seem to retain in the spirit-world the 
appearance they have on earth, Samuers form 
was identical with that he had when here. Saul 
recognized him immediately. 

The eternal form shall still divide 
The eternal soul from all beside, 
And I shall know him when we meet. 

{d) God often gives solemn intimations concerning 
eternity, "Tomorrow" Saul and his sons were 
to die. The Almighty forewarns them. They are 
admonished of their imminent fate. We often 
see something of this in men's career. The 
righteous and gracious Lord not seldom gives his 
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children a sign that they are soon to depart Men 
see signals the significance of which they appre- 
hend. 

Perchance some such intimation may ere long 
be given to us. How shall we receive it ? " To- 
morrow" we may have to go. Are we ready? 
God warned Saul. He warned Hezekiah : " Set 
thine house in order." He warned the rich man : 
" This night shaill thy soul be required." Oh, keep 
the eternal ever oefore thine eyes. 

{e) Mercy rejoices over judgement in God. Samuel 
said to Saul, " Tomorrow shalt thou and thy sons 
be with me." " With me 1 " And in what part of 
the spirit-world was Samuel ? In the happy or 
the tormented realm ? There can be but one 
reply. Samuel was in immortal and ineffable bliss. 
Saul and his sons were to be with Samuel. I 
think this can only mean that Saul was in his few 
remaining hours on earth to repent, and once 
more to receive " the root of the matter " into his 
nature. Then when death destroyed his body his 
pardoned and purified soul was to be received into 
paradise. He who said to the dying robber, " To- 
day shalt thou be with Me " allows Samuel to say 
to the stricken Saul, "Tomorrow shalt thou and 
thy sons be with me." Charles Wesley's versifica- 
tion may well be remembered here — 
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What do these solemn words portend? 
A ray of hope when life shall end. 
Thou and thy sons, though slain, shall be 
Tomorrow in repose with me. 
Not in a state of hellish pain, 
If Saul with Samuel do remain. 
Not in a state of damned despair, 
If loving Jonathan be there. 

So we end in glorious hope and not in gloom 
unrelieved. God delighteth in mercy. Even Saul, 
his repentance foreseen, is tomorrow to be with 
Samuel. 

Oh, what a gospel of hope to the uttermost is 
the gospel of Christ ! 

As the old evangelistic couplet has it — 

Whilst the lamp holds out to burn 
The vilest sinner may return. 

It is never too late this side of death to find the 
Saviour. You, even though hardened, or reprobate, 
or self condemned, may be saved now. Oh, yield to 
infinite redeeming love. Jesus the Son of God 
died a sin offering for you. His eternal atonement 
covers all your heinousness if you will but trust it. 
To delay now may be to die eternally. " Today 
if ye would hear His voice ! " 

Accept God's redeeming mercy, and though to- 
morrow you die that tomorrow shall find you with 
the holiest of the ages in paradise. That to- 
morrow shall be the first day of your jubilee. 



VI 

BARZILLAI THE GILEADITE: A STUDY 
OF CHEERY OLD AGE 

** Barzillai the Gileadite." — 2 Sam. xix. 31. 

I AM in love with this lovable old man. He 
has invincible charm. Our communion with 
him gives great delight. There are few more 
delectable characters in the Bible than this delight- 
ful example of cheery old age. 

I. Barzillai was a Man of courageous 
Loyalty. 

He is a very hero of loyalty. If a history of 
loyalty could be compiled the pure and venerable 
name of Barzillai would shine out conspicuously 
from those radiant pages. When David needed, 
sorely needed, loyal support Barzillai rallied grandly 
to his standard. When, in the insurrection of 
Absalom, things went badly with King David and 
he was a fugitive from his throne and city, this fine 

92 
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old chieftain espoused his cause and defended his 
fallen fortune. 

The name Barzillai signifies a man of iron. And 
such he was. No lath painted to look like iron 
was he, but a veritable man of iron. He stood 
like a tower of strength foursquare to all the 
winds that blew. And the winds were very 
tempestuous. 

See something of this good man's indomitable 
loyalty. David (2 Sam. xvii. 27-29) had come in 
his sorrowful march to Mahanaim. It was a 
fortified town between Gad and Manasseh. It 
was situated on the frontier and was the chief city 
of the trans-Jordanic country. Mahanaim became 
at this critical period David's headquarters. Now 
it was dangerous just then to publicly associate 
oneself with King David, to help or succour him 
and his retinue. Cautious people were specially 
cautious then. The sitters on the fence were 
numerous. Trimmers abounded as they are wont 
to abound in danger's hour. Those whose eye 
was ever for self interest hesitated and indeed 
declined to rally to David and his forlorn band. 

But what did Barzillai do ? He with a faithful 
few like minded, left all " prudential " considera- 
tions to take care of themselves, and forth he fared 
from his castle at Rogelim to David's head- 
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quarters at Mahanaim. *' The people is hungry 
and weary, and thirsty, in the wilderness," tenderly 
exclaimed the little band of loyalists. And they 
"brought beds, and basons, and earthen vessels, 
and wheat, and barley, and flour, and parched 
corn, and beans, and lentils, and parched pulse, 
and honey, and butter, and sheep, and cheese of 
kine, for David, and for the people that were with 
him to eat." 

And it might easily have cost Barzillai and his 
associates their heads. But what cared they? 
They had the hero's scorn of consequences. They 
dared and did. Barzillai was loyal to the core to 
King David. David's banners drooped at that 
time, but under them Barzillai bravely stood. 
David was in eclipse just then, but Barzillai knew 
it was indeed a sun which was in eclipse. Barzillai 
is for ever a rebuke to the crowd of trimmers, 
self-interested waiters upon events, who alas are 
ever with us. 

How courageous was Barzillai's loyalty! His 
action would be watched, for lynx-eyed spies lay 
all around. His daring espousal of David's cause 
would speedily be reported in Absalom's camp. 
But all this was as the small dust of the balance 
to this man of iron. Do we not need Barzillais 
alike in church life and in national life today? — 
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men of supreme courage : men who fear God so 
fully that all other fear is exorcised : men who 
can do what conscience dictates to be done, and 
say what God inspires them to say. Of all such 
men — God's choice gifts to a people — Barzillai the 
Gileadite is a noble type. 

Barzillai ran risks so uncompromising was his 
loyalty. What if marauders should lay waste his 
homestead in the heights of Gilead ! What if his 
family and dependants were revengefully slain by 
Absalom's bands ! What if he himself were am- 
bushed and destroyed ! None of these things 
moved dauntless Barzillai. That is true loyalty. 
Loyalty takes its life in its hands, and the lives of 
dearer than self, as it wends its straightforward 
way. What risks have we run for a noble cause ? 
Barzillai fills us with self humiliation. 

How independent Barzillai was. In his chivalry 
to David the king he consulted not with flesh and 
blood. He sought no counsel of the half hearted, 
or of " the wise and prudent" He lingered not 
to inquire on which side so and so was. He did 
not dally till he was assured on which bank of the 
stream the crowd was. No. Gloriously inde- 
pendent was this man of iron. To his own 
master he stood or fell. He was guided wholly 
and solely by the inward light. Let all who wait 
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the popular trend and stay to know how the wind 
blows take earnest and self rebuking and peni- 
tential note of Barzillai's example. 

Splendidly disinterested was Barzillai. He cared 
only to be loyal to the rightful monarch. He was 
not for anyone who might win, but for the one 
who ought to win. He had no axe of his own to 
grind, no coffers of his own to fill, no byends to 
achieve. He sought no gain or glory ; David's 
weal was all he purposed. He lost himself in the 
cause. He identified himself unreservedly with 
King David the Lord's anointed. What a pattern 
for us all! Let no shadow of self darken and 
spoil our loyal ties. Say with George Whitefield — 
an evangelical Barzillai — " Perish George White- 
field so as God's work be done." 

Are we courageously loyal after the spirit of 
Barzillai the Gileadite ? Can we and do we stand 
bravely by a fallen friend ? Or is ours a despic- 
able cupboard- love? Are our friends sure that 
come shade or sheen we shall abide by their side ? 
Can we and do we espouse loyally an unpopular 
cause or argument or protest ? In religious con- 
claves many maintain a " discreet " silence if they 
do not positively oppose when a popular evil is 
protested against or an unpopular truth is urged. 
Even in our day principles must be popular to be 
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generally upheld even by disciples of Jesus Christ 
Above all are we courageously and uncalcu- 
latingly loyal to the Saviour? If Barzillai was so 
bold to cast in his lot with David, shall we not 
find our portion in "great David's greater Son"? 
Loyalty — unflinchingly courageous loyalty — to 
Christ is what God demands of us all. Whether 
as concerns this life we win or lose let us be true 
to the Son of God. We are called to be "loyal 
souls and true." Be it ours to answer the call 
Divine and illustrate that loyalty to the world's 
Redeemer which is 

True as the dial to the sun, 
Although it be not shined upon. 

2. Barzillai retained a beautiful Cha- 
racter IN extreme Age. 

" Now Barzillai was a very aged man, even four- 
score years old" (2 Sam. xix. 32). Nor was he 
spared the infirmities of old age. This is how he 
pathetically spoke of himself: "I am this day 
fourscore years old : and can I discern between 
good and bad ? Can thy servant taste what I eat 
or what I drink ? Can I hear any more the voice 
of singing men and singing women ? " (2 Sam. 
xix. 35). Assuredly this brave x)ld man had no 

7 
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immunity from the " labour and sorrow " of senile 
" strength." 

We cannot be too reverential towards old age. 
We cannot be too sympathetic towards it There 
is perhaps a lack of such reverence and sympathy 
in these times. We should rise up before. the old 
man and honour him. Our attitude towards the 
aged is a test of our character. Youth that deals 
flippantly or churlishly towards old age is destined 
to no permanent greatness. And its nemesis may 
be to itself come to an unhonoured age. 

Yet with all his infirmities how full of charm 
were Barzillai's grey years. He was at eighty 
right lovable. His spirit was young if his body 
was worn with the rush of years. How loyal he 
was we have seen. And his loyalty is the more 
impressive when we remember how sound a plea 
for aloofness from David his extreme age would 
have seemed. But he made neither his years nor 
his feebleness a pretext for disloyalty. What a 
splendidly courteous old man he was ! How 
kindly! How philanthropic! How thoughtful! 
How anxiously considerate of others ! How deep 
and broad his heart of love ! His character was a 
constellation of graces, a garden of delights. As 
John Trapp has it : " He had lost his colour, but 
kept his sweet savour with the rose." 
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Let us all as the years pass brighten in cha- 
racter, that if old age be ours it may be a luminous 
and glorious old age. The character of elderly 
Christians is often sadly disappointing ; often they 
seem as ambitious and anxious for public attention 
as any youth. Often there is a fateful lack of 
charm. Often there is moroseness and self- 
centredness and inappreciation of others. Oh to 
grow in grace so surely and continually that we 
may at length be Christian Barzillais! 

Barzillai's old age has another feature which we 
do well to note. He contemplated his death : " That 
I may die in mine own city, and be buried by the 
grave of my father and of my mother," is the 
pathetic desire he expresses to David (2 Sam. 
xix. 37). 

Matthew Henry paraphrases the words thus : 
" The grave is ready for me ; let me go and get 
ready for it" This is a wise contemplation in all, 
but especially in aged persons. And the indis- 
position to engage in such contemplation is a 
disquieting feature of these days. So few, even of 
old people, have learned to meditate on death and 
to view it as imminent. Barzillai made that study 
his own. He was not afraid to face the nearing 
prospect of his departure. Nothing is sadder than 
to see an old man or woman endeavouring to 
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dodge death or to shut off the vision. Barzillai 
viewed the endless end as very near, and he de- 
sired to be buried by the grave of his father and 
mother. He was their loving child even at eighty 
years of age. And many of us can respond to his 
sentiment when he yearns to have his dust con- 
tiguous to that of his beloved father and mother. 
My reader, if a burden of years be upon you, I 
pray you, like Barzillai contemplate your ap- 
proaching departure. Take Samuel Rutherford's 
advice, and remember your fast dwindling sand- 
glass. You may not be by any means danger- 
ously ill, but (to quote one of Dr. Jowett's apt 
sayings) you are " dangerously old." Look well to 
it that you have Christ abiding with you as the 
eventide of life darkens into night. 

"Can a man be born when he is old?" asked 
the astonished Nicodemus. And I cannot for a 
moment think he asked that question in any 
literal sense. The idea of so educated a man 
intending the words literally is absurd. He meant 
"Can a man be spiritually reborn in old age?'* 
Blessed be the God of all grace, a man can be 
born when he is old I 

If thou, O aged friend, hast not experienced 
the great evangelical change, oh seek it without 
one moment's delay. Christ the Saviour can give 
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back youth to old age. Salvation is rejuvena- 
tion. 

Those of us who are yet in our strong years, if 
not in our youth, should consider that we are now 
settling what our character in old age will be. 
Says George Steward : " Old age is the sum total 
of one's lifelong habits." Then let us watch and 
pray, and through grace daily mould a character 
which shall be beautiful as was Barzillai's in the 
days of old. 

3. BARZILLAI REVERENCED CHARACTER. 

That is the fundamental explanation of his 
attitude towards David. David was unpopular for 
the hour, but Barzillai knew the soul of David and 
was not ruled by the hour. Barzillai knew David 
to be a man after God*s own heart, and so he was 
a man after Barzillai's own heart. It was the 
magnetism of David's character that drew Barzillai 
from Rogelim to Mahanaim. The old laird of 
Gilead had learnt that character is life's best good. 
And though David be in hiding still he is David, 
and that outweighs all else with Barzillai. 

Blessed are they who learn the lesson the old 
Gilead ite had learned so well! Reverence cha- 
racter wherever you find it. In Roman Catholi- 
cism, or Anglicanism, or Free Churchism, or 
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outside all churchism. Reverence character even 
in those who reject the Christian faith. God is 
where character is, though in those who are all 
unconscious of Him. 

Emulate character wherever you find it. Scorn 
to give your reverence to anything but character. 
Seek nothing as you seek character. As Sir 
Thomas Browne writes in his Christian Morals: 
" Behold within thee the long train of thy trophies, 
not without thee." 

4. Barzillai had a loving Heart. 

There is a great meaning, indeed summarized 
history, in this record : " Barzillai . . . had pro- 
vided the king of sustenance while he lay at 
Mahanaim" (2 Sam. xix. 32). What a tragic 
term is that : " The king . . . lay at Mahanaim ! " 
He " lay " there like an outlaw : like a poor pant- 
ing beast crouching from its pursuers : like a 
prisoner in his lonesome and loathsome cell — so 
the great king " lay." And Barzillai's great loving 
heart bled for the king. It would have bled had 
he been but a peasant ; but that the king of godly 
renown should be in such straits was more than 
the tender yet iron Barzillai could bear. Hence 
day by day he " provided the king of sustenance." 
He proved the love of his heart by the kindness 
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of his hands. So let us prove the love of our 
hearts. It is a poor love which gives no "susten- 
ance." A love that does not help is an abortive 
love. The peculiar form Barzillai's love for suffer- 
ing David assumed was hospitality. Is not this 
grace decadent today? Is there that loving 
hospitality among Christians as Christians there 
once was ? We do ill if we let that gracious habit 
fall into desuetude. 

Especially should needy ones be the recipients 
of our loving hospitality. Whilst David " lay " at 
Mahanaim, didst thou give him and his " susten- 
ance " ? This is an essential element in pure 
religion. Oh haste thee daily, Barzillai, to Maha- 
naim, where suffering David lies ! 

Acquire and cultivate a loving heart. Be a 
heart of compassion yours. "Be pitiful." Keep 
such a heart for all good causes and for all good 
men, and especially for afflicted men. If God will 
create and recreate in us a Barzillai heart, it will be 
a benediction to ourselves and to all men. Such 
hearts are vested with God*s own immortality. 

5. Barzillai used his Position well. 

That he was a man of wide influence is evident 
from 2 Samuel xix. 32, where he is described as 
" a very great man." Matthew Henry says he 



104 NEGLECTED PEOPLE OF THE BIBLE 

" had a noble seat at Rogelim.'* And doubtless he 
had. Great wealth, a great castle, and a most 
potent influence appertained to this honoured man. 
Barzillai was grand and beautiful as his native 
Gilead. Best of all his felicitous station was conse- 
crated to highest services. His wealth was not 
squandered on idle pleasures, nor was it hoarded 
for selfish ends. He delighted to do good with 
it The generous and philanthropic Gileadite laid 
up treasure in heaven. His castle was a refuge 
for the distressed, a haven for the shipwrecked, a 
home for the homeless. Doubtless many a forlorn 
traveller lived to call its stones precious. Bene- 
dictions were wafted upon it from all quarters, for 
to multitudes it had been an asylum in distress. 

Barzillai might well be called "a very great 
man," for his influence was always sanative, his 
counsel was ever pure. A straight sceptre did the 
lord of Rogelim wield. 

God means mercy to a land when He dowers it 
with such men. Position well used and prestige 
beneficently sustained are among a country's finest 
assets. 

Are we seeking to use our position as a gift 
to be exercised and a talent to be accounted for at 
length? "Brethren, let a man whereunto he is 
called therein abide with God." 



BARZILLAI THE GILEADITE 105 

6. BARZILLAI REALIZED THAT SOME THINGS 

ARE NOT Worth Doing. 

He was an aged man, and a new opportunity 
presented itself to him. A shallow-hearted elderly 
man would have clutched at such a chance. But 
not so Barzillai. David made him this alluring 
offer : " Come thou over with me, and I will 
sustain thee with me in Jerusalem " (2 Sam. xix. 
33, R.V.). To be one of David's retinue in the 
metropolis ! Who would not dance at the gleeful 
prospect? Not Barzillai. In verses 34 and 35 
you read his reply : already we have read it. 
" The dialogue on this occasion is one of the most 
touching to be found on the page of history" 
(Eadie). 

Barzillai asks David one question which is as 
logical as it is religious, and as pathetic too : " How 
long have I to live that I should go up with the 
king unto Jerusalem } " 

He felt that at his period of life some things 
were not worth the doing. 

Earlier in life he might have considered the 
matter, and have been even tempted to accept the 
attractive opening. But not now. It is too late 
in the day for such new departures. What may 
be alluring in youth casts no spell in advanced 
years. 
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" How long have I to live that I should ? " 

That IS the light in which to view certain pro- 
posals that may be put before us. Especially if, 
like Barzillai, we be burdened with many years. 
Aptly says good Matthew Henry at this point : 
" Let those who are old learn of Barzillai to be 
dead to the delights of sense." 

" How long have I to live that I should ? " 

— marry, be absorbed in business, whirl about 
amid scenes of gaiety, essay new tasks in life, itch 
after prominence, thirst for \ offices and honours 
that legitimately belong to younger men. Thus 
let modern Barzillais inquire of themselves and of 
those who would urge them in directions into 
which it is not convenient for the old to pass. 
Why, aged and ageing friends, many things are 
not worth your doing now. Realize and acknow- 
ledge it as frankly as honest old Barzillai did. 

Younger people than the Gileadite do well year 
by year to ply themselves with Barzillai's inter- 
rogatory, " How long have I to live that I 
should — drench myself with light literature, fly 
hotly after pleasure, be flippant and empty ? " Is 
it worth doing? At forty is it worth doing? 
Nay, is it ever worth doing? 

Certain things may not be intrinsically evil, but 
are they worth our doing ? Life has nobler calls. 
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The vanishing opportunity can be more usefully 
redeemed. Blessed and holy they who lay Bar- 
zillai's instruction up and prayerfully live it out 

7. Barzillai's Love of his Kindred is 
VERY Commendable. 

How he reverenced and loved the dead! He 
desired to be buried by the grave of his " father " 
and of his " mother." At eighty his beloved father 
and mother had great spacious place in his heart. 
He honoured his father and mother though they 
long had departed. This commandment with its 
promise was dear to Barzillai, and the promise he 
had richly realized. Beautiful it is when father 
and mother are tenderly beloved, though the 
bereaving years have removed them from us. 
Nothing makes age more sweet than for it still to 
love right fervently the parents gone. Johm Ruskin 
viewed the flight of the years with equanimity and 
even pleasure, because they were bearing him to 
his long lost parents. Barzillai longed to lie by 
his father's and his mother's grave. Oh, never 
may the dear departed kindred be remote from 
our love ! Very near and very precious to us all 
be the company that .has gone on before. 

Barzillai's love of his living kindred was equally 
fervid. How he delighted in his dear son Chim- 
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ham. Happy Chimham to have such a father ! 
His love was not alone retrospective. Barzillai 
loved his son with glowing ardour. A devoted 
son was Barzillai, and we are not surprised to 
discover him a devoted father. 

And the city of his kindred was dear to him. 
Tenderly he speaks to David of " mine own city " 
— ^the city where his parents lived and died ; the 
city where he was wedded and where his children 
were born. Such love is truly Christian. Even 
Christ had " His own city " and His own mother 
and His own brethren. 

Natural affection is accentuated and beatified by 
the faith of the Son of God, 

8. Barzillai evoked the Affection of 
THE Good. 

So lovable a man, so honourable a soul inevit- 
ably would. David's soul was knit to Barzillai's 
soul. We see that in the redundant promise 
the king made to the aged saint : " And the king 
answered, Chimham shall go over with me, and 
I will do to him that which shall seem good unto 
thee : and whatsoever thou shalt require of me, 
that will I do for thee" (2 Sam. xix. 38). 

Then what a touching parting there was between 
David and Barzillai at the Jordan. "The king 
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kissed Barzillai and blessed him " (ver. 39) ; and 
with the royal kiss upon his lips and the king- 
priest's benediction on his aged head Barzillai 
" returned unto his own place." 

The love of God's chosen ones is a precious 
heritage. To be counted worthy of David's kiss 
and of David's blessing is a present heaven. The 
love of saints is a human reflection of the love 
of God. Be a Barzillai if you would be crowned 
with David's love. Jesus especially loved Lazarus 
— He loved him with a lover's warm affection. See 
to it that ye be counted worthy of our Lord's 
distinguishing love 1 

9. A Noble Humility marked Barzillal 

It was Christian humility which anticipated 
itself in this man of old times. He was astonished 
that the king should look so favourably upon him. 
" And why should the king recompense it me with 
such a reward ? " is his surprised cry (2 Sam. 
xix. 36). 

His personality seems to himself so unworthy. 
His services appear to himself so trivial. "Why 
. . . such a reward ? " he exclaims. 

Have we learned in BarziUai's school? Have 
we an evangelical humility? It is well when 
honours come to ask, " Why . . . such a reward ? ". 
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If men are led to the Saviour by our word. or 
influence, let us often inquire, "Why?" "Why 
am I put among the children and given a pleasant 
land?" That "Why?" does us good. It is a 
discipline in new humility as well as a fruit of 
achieved humility. 

At the judgement seat of Christ the blessed of 
the Father ask why they receive such vast reward. 
The humility of the saints will appear on the day 
of judgement as never before. The day of Christ's 
glory will be the day of the Christian's glorious 
humility. 

" Why should the King recompense it me with 
such a reward ? " will every faithful Barzillai say at 
last to the heavenly King, The reward will seem 
so greatly to transcend the service. Our best 
devotion is incommensurate with heaven. 

10. Barzillai brought Blessing on his 
Family. 

We read of the king's passage over the Jordan 
thus : " So the king went over to Gilgal, and Chim- 
ham went over with him " (2 Sam. xix. 40). 

Barzillai's son received of the king's bounty. 
Chimham had inheritance with the king in Jeru- 
salem. The good man's seed received manifold 
blessing for the good man's sake. 
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The king never forgot the son of his faithful 
allegiant Barzillai's son might well rejoice and 
give thanks for what his father was. 

When David lay on his dying bed one of 
his charges to Solomon was : " Show kindness 
to the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite" (i Kings 

ii. 7). 
A good man leaveth an inheritance to his 

children's children. And such did Barzillai. Nor 

did Barzillai*s name decay, for we read of his 

descendants in the histories of Ezra and of 

Nehemiah. 

Barzillai had begged the king to show favour 
to Chimham. He was concerned for the rising 
race. He desired the good of the younger genera- 
tion. 

Here, too, he is an example to us all. Let us 
commend to the heavenly King our children and 
the upspringing generations around us. And our 
prayer shall be heard. Great shall be the peace of 
our children, and God shall have a seed to serve 
Him. 

Are we walking as Barzillai walked ? Then 
shall blessings crown us, and our children shall 
inherit blessings. 

Are we loyal to Christ, as Barzillai was to 
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David ? Be ours a brave and deathless devotion. 
Of the Saviour's chivalry may we all be. 

May our spirit be that of the ancient pilot who 
cried amid the tempest : " O Neptune, you may 
sink or you may save me, but I will hold this 
rudder true." 



VII 
OBADIAH: A PALM IN THE DESERT 

** Obadiah, which was over the household." — i Kings xviii. 3, R. V. 

/^BADI AH was the chief in King Ahab's castle. 
.^"^ The name Obadiah means "servant of Jeho- 
vah," and it will appear that his life and character 
answered to his sacred name. 

I. Obadiah is an Example of Early Piety. 

"But I thy servant fear the Lord from my 
youth," was his meek avowal to Elijah, the stern 
Tishbite, as he confronted him in the way (i Kings 
xviii. 12). 

It was a splendid thing to say. Yet a man who^ 
so speaks assumes an immense responsibility. 
Religious profession puts us under supreme obli- 
gation — obligation to live a life conformed to the 
profession. Let us see if this man Obadiah be 
able to sustain his positive and grand avowal. 

" I thy servant /ear the Lord." Do not imagine 

113 8 
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that he dreaded Jehovah or cowered like a slave 
before Him. Fear here, as usually in the Old 
Testament, means reverence. He reverenced the 
Lord. He claims that his life was an expression 
of his deep reverence. " Holy and reverend is His 
Name." The chief of Ahab's household realized 
this, and he squared his useful life accordingly. 
It was a lofty type of piety. Such reverence is 
greatly to be desired today. 

Is there not great danger of modern religion 
losing this essential note? Such loss would be 
fatal. 

" I thy servant fear the Lord from my youth." 
Is not Obadiah grandly personal ? Some read it : 
" / myself fear the Lord from my youth." He 
spoke for himself in respect of religion. Have we 
ability to bear such a testimony ? How unspeak- 
able is the gift of personal piety ! When we can 
affirm, "/ fear the Lord," ours is an enviable 
declaration. Let each reader see to it that he or 
she has so well defined and personal a witness 
to bear "through grace." 

But individual religion is thrice blessed when it 
dates from our early days. Obadiah had rever- 
enced and loved and served God from his youth. 
We do not know the outer history of his youth, 
but we know the inner history — and that is in- 
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finitely more important. What his early home 
was we know not — whetjier he was a rich or a 
poor man's son we cannot say ; we are ignorant 
concerning his intellectual gifts in his youthful 
days : but we are acquainted with the supreme 
fact of his youth — that in those sunny days he 
feared the Lord. Obadiah minded religion young. 
Happy he to be able to declare : " I thy servant 
fear the Lord from my youth." 

The Bible makes much of youth. It lays great 
stress on those germinal days. The Scriptures 
would put us in the way of life in our earliest 
years. Echoing in many tones through the temple 
of revelation is the precept : " Remember now thy 
Creator in the days of thy youth." Verily the 
Bible is the best guide of young men and 
maidens. 

The momentousness of youth can scarcely be 
exaggerated. I wish each youthful reader would 
take the words " my youth " and ponder them. 
Youth is the springtide of life. Youth is the seed- 
time of the life-year. Incalculable are the promise 
and potency of youth. Oh, young man, strive 
to realize your boundless possibilities. Youth is 
the time to learn a business or to master a profes- 
sion. Youth is the period for intellectual culture. 
And youth is specially favourable for religion. 
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Begin the fear of the Lord in youth— it is the 
chosen season ; and beginning early as did Oba- 
diah, like him you may achieve great spiritual 
prestige. 

The best and wisest teachers are ever urging 
young people to redeem the time in youth. 
Anselm compared youth to wax fitly tempered for 
the seal. And such it is. What sort of a seal 
is giving its impression to you ? Are you conse- 
crating your youth as Obadiah did ? Emerson 
said : " To be young is surely the best, if the most 
precarious gift of life." Oh, young reader, neglect 
not, nor disesteem that royal gift ! 

Lay to heart Professor Blackie's words in his 
Self Culture : " Primroses grow only in the spring, 
and certain virtues, if they do not put forth 
vigorous shoots in youth, are not likely to show 
any luxuriant leafage in after age." 

Should any youthful reader say, " I did fear 
God, but of late I have got off the holy track ! " 
let him retrace his steps immediately. At once 
shake off the irreverent life. That is a true and 
pathetic remark of J. M. Barriers in his sweet story 
The Little Minister \ "God Himself, I think, is 
very willing to give one and twenty a second 
chance." So He is ! He waits to give j^« a second 
chance. Oh accept His gracious offer now. En- 
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able yourself to affirm, " I thy servant fear the 
Lord from my youth." 

2. ObADIAH RETAINED THE RELIGION OF 

HIS Youth. 

Mark his words : " I thy servant fear the Lord 
from my youth." There is great suggestion in 
that preposition " from." He did not simply fear 
God in his youth, but front his youth. He 
accepted religion early — that is blessedness. He 
kept religion through the following years — that 
is triple blessedness. He entered the paths of 
righteousness in his boyhood and never forsook 
them. 

He was not a young man when he spoke these 
words to Elijah. His hair was greying, perhaps 
whitening. And he says, " I thy servant fear the 
Lord from my youth." His youth was gone, but 
not his godly fear. Youth departed, piety abid- 
ing ! A lovely spectacle that ! It was the same 
with Timothy. * Paul congratulated the presbyter 
that ^^froin a child " he had '* known the holy writ- 
ings." Not merely when a child, but **from'' a 
child— his knowledge ever growing from more to 
more. 

Is it so with us ? I do not inquire whether we 
feared the Lord when in youth. But I appeal as 
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to whether " from " our youth we have feared Him. 
Can it be that the spiritual fires of our early 
years are quenched? If so, how unlike we are 
to Obadiah, who kept his religion when life's 
shadows were settling upon him. Praised be God 
that we may this hour take up again our discarded 
religion. Afresh we may begin to fear the Lord. 

Thanks be to God for all who can by God's free 
grace say, " I fear the Lord from my youth." That 
fear has hallowed our years, moulded them, glori- 
fied them, despite temptations and sins. " Having 
obtained help of God I continue unto this day." 
Did we attain the age of Methuselah we could 
desiderate no higher bliss than to be able in those 
hoary years to asseverate, " I thy servant fear the 
Lord from my youth." 

3. Obadiah is a Pattern of Religious 
Intensity. 

We have realized that he retained his early god- 
liness. But it is important to inquire as to the 
quality of his religion in his maturer years. In 
verse 3 we find the gladdening assurance, " Obadiah 
feared the Lord greatly^ His piety was ardent. 
It glowed. Its intensity is its commendation. 
How much force that " greatly " carries ! A very 
different adverb would characterize some people's 
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religion. They fear the Lord faintly, lukewarmly, 
inadequately. " Obadiah feared the Lord greatly^ 

Very often early piety grows into great intensity. 
The biographies of the saints illustrate this quite 
vividly. Matthew Henry quaintly says : " He that 
will thrive must rise betimes." That is indeed 
true spiritually. And such thriving religion is 
very scarce. So few seem to fear the Lord 
"greatly." Immoderate moderation is one of the 
curses of modern religion. Oh for more who fear 
the Lord " greatly ! " 

Longfellow says of Hiawatha, " Like a living 
coal his heart was," and in the sense of being fer- 
vent in piety such should our hearts be. Do we 
not feel how necessary it is that we should fear the 
Lord " greatly ? " Our zeal will stir souls that are 
unmoved by any other quality. We need a more 
intense religion. If it is worth having at all it is 
worth having in fullest degree. Cold piety does 
not win men. The winner of souls is the man who 
fears " greatly." Ardour has incalculable evangel- 
istic potency. Let us, by prayer and by the study 
of the Word of God and by meditation, as by the 
use of all gracious aids, seek an intense religion. 
Put your whole mind and soul into it, my friend ! 
Blessed they who are consumed by the zeal of 
God's house. 
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4. Obadiah is an Illustration of Re- 
ligion UNDER TRYING CONDITIONS. 

He who feared the Lord greatly was " Governor " 
of Ahab's house, or as the R.V. reads it, he was 
" over the household." Poor man ! It was an 
Arctic religion for the exotic of piety to flourish 
in. It was bad enough to be anywhere in the land 
of Israel at that time. A true servant of Jehovah 
had a hard lot in the land of Israel then. Under 
every green tree, and in every grove, as on the 
heights were the altars of Baal to be found. The 
shadow of that grim pretentious god darkened 
the whole land. Jeroboam's policy was bearing 
accursed fruit. His calves had corrupted the king- 
dom. Ahab and Jezebel were respectively the high 
priest and high priestess of the abominable religion. 

In such a land Obadiah feared the Lord. Brave 
soul! It is desperate work being faithful amid 
multitudes who scorn your faith. To be as a 
sparrow on the housetop, to be a speckled bird, 
mocked of its mates. How trying a condition is 
that. 

But it was harder still for this man of God. He 
dwelt in Ahab's court. Jezebel's painted face 
continually glowered upon him. He stood alone 
in his splendid piety amid the idolatry and wicked- 
ness of the Israelitish palace. The New Testa- 
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ment speaks of " the saints which are in Caesar's 
household." It was unspeakably hard to be a 
saint in the household of Nero, the " beast " of 
infamous renown. It must have been similarly 
hard to fear the Lord in the household of Ahab. 
Ahab would seek to persuade him to recant. 
Jezebel would harass him. He would be watched 
by human tigers. Yet he feared the Lord greatly. 
He kept his piety at white heat even in Ahab*s 
court. My friend, Mr. Jackson Wray, finely com- 
pared Obadiah to a scene he once saw on the west 
coast of Africa. Crossing a barren tract of coun- 
try he beheld a fair and stately palm-tree springing 
up from the desert sand. Its graceful shaft rose 
to a height of near a hundred feet, crested with a 
coronet of leafy splendour, and rich with clusters 
of ripening fruit. All around it was stunted brush- 
wood and dwarfish thorn. It stood alone ; a soli- 
tary magnificence. Even so was Obadiah in King 
Ahab's palace. 

Some of you perchance are called to hold your 
religion under almost as trying conditions. Ahab 
and Jezebel are not far away from you. A gem in 
such a setting is a gem indeed and shall be accre- 
dited as God's possession in the day that He doth 
make. May Obadiah*s example comfort you. 
May Obadiah's God evermore defend you. 
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Learn from Obadiah's case that — 

{a) Character may be independent of circum- 
stances, Goethe said : " We must learn to regard 
ourselves not as the creatures of circumstances, but 
as the architects of circumstances." Yes. By 
the abounding grace of God we may spiritually 
be the architects of circumstances. No Christian 
need be barren nor unfruitful whatever his temporal 
condition. Lovely plants may grow on impover- 
ished soil. Poor farms have been made to pay. 
Obadiah kept a glowing piety in Ahab's palace. 

(J)) We may be a blessing to godless homes 
wherein we may dwell. Who can doubt that 
Obadiah was? Who can refuse to believe that 
he did much to avert merited doom from Ahab 
and Jezebel ? Did not his presence in that house- 
hold bring upon it benediction ? Who can say in 
how many subtle and gracious ways Obadiah 
helped those among whom he dwelt? 

So it may be with us. We are it may be placed 
amid irreligious circles. But our influence shall be 
for ever a blessing to those circles. Oh see that 
it is so. You cannot estimate how much an 
ungodly home or house of business may owe to 
some servant of God who dwells there. Obadiah 
is an embodied benediction to Ahab's house. 

{c) The faithful performance of duty may make 
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us indispensable to bad masters. Much as Ahab 
may have detested Obadiah's faith he yet found 
him invaluable as chief of his household. Obadiah 
had never scamped his work. He had done his 
duty loyally. Never had he disgraced his religion 
by unfaithful service to his master. So Ahab 
prized him. Badness can appreciate goodness. 
Honest work wrought by a believer is precious. 
We further our religion by fidelity in earthly ser- 
vice. 

(d) We must not flee the post of duty. For 
Obadiah the path of divine service lay in Samaria, 
at Ahab's court. Ever his feelings would have 
constrained him to depart from thence. But prin- 
ciple transcends emotion. And he knew it to be 
God's will that he should abide where duty lay. 
After his interview with Elijah he returned to meet 
Ahab. " Where duty calls or danger, never be 
absent there." Blessed are they who hold fast the 
confession of their faith amid contrary conditions. 

5. Obadiah's Religion was Philanthropic. 

When Jezebel cut off the prophets of the Lord 
(ch. xviii. 4) Obadiah took an hundred of them 
and hid them by fifty in^a cave and fed them with 
bread and water — which was scarce in the kingdom 
then. " Bread and water " may signify necessary 
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food — that is sometimes the meaning of the phrase 
in the Old Testament 

Perhaps by "prophets" we are to understand 
" sons of the prophets," that is pupils of the 
prophets. 

Beneficent servant of God ! Obadiah*s deed was 
as brave as it was benevolent, and as courageous 
as it was kind. 

Our religion must always prove itself by its 
philanthropy. We shall realize the depth of your 
piety by its beneficence. You will reveal the 
quality of your faith by giving bread to the 
needy as you have opportunity. Bible religion 
is social. Christianity is essentially kind. True 
goodness demonstrates itself by doing good. 

Young Christians will do well, like Obadiah, to 
revere and relieve the prophets of God. Seek to 
help needy religious workers. Obadiah by his 
behaviour to the prophets showed his esteem for 
them. How loyally he succours the hundred 
persecuted servants of God! 

Obadiah would seem to have always been full 
of deference for God's prophets. He fell on his 
face before Elijah when they met, and he called him 
" Lord." It was a notable act of homage from the 
chief of Ahab's household. He calls himself 
"thy servant" when pleading with Elijah. Let 
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our young people learn to regard reverentially all 
good men and all Christian workers. " Esteem 
them very highly in love for their work's sake." 

6. Obadiah's Good Deeds were Matter 
OF Common Report. 

Expostulating with Elijah (ch. xviii. 13) he 
says, " Was it not told my lord what I did ? " 
He does not speak boastfully. In the perilous 
circumstances in which he conceived himself to be 
placed he appeals to the report of his good deed 
as a reason why his life should be spared. " Was 
it not told my lord — ? " His godly deeds were 
well known. Doubtless Jezebel knew and craved 
his blood ; but he was too valuable a servant to be 
dispensed with. Like Daniel, the only ground of 
accusation was his religion. Doubtless Ahab knew 
and winked at his holy daring because he prized 

his steward. " Was it not told my lord " 

Yes. Elijah had almost certainly heard, for the 
prophets were his friends. It was well known that 
Obadiah was on the Lord's side. He had done 
good by stealth and now found it widespread 
fame. 

If we live nobly it will be "told." Lovely 
deeds are destined to immortal renown. Are we 
so living that our deeds will bear telling ? How 
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glorious it is when it is " told " how holily and I 

lovingly we live! If we live nobly it shall be 
" told/* and the telling will be a means of grace to 
those who tell and to those who hear the tidings. 

7. Obadiah was Overshadowed by Fear. 

Elijah had bidden him tell Ahab that ^* Elijah is 
here." And it fills Obadiah with alarm. He fears 
lest the Spirit of the Lord shall transport Elijah 
away (perhaps there had been cases of such rap- 
tures), and Ahab finding Elijah gone would vent 
his despotic rage on him. He dreads lest Ahab 
slay him. "He shall slay me" he cries in an 
ecstasy of fear. 

He who had faith to dare Ahab's anger and feed 
the Lord's prophets is so filled with fear that he 
requires an oath of Elijah that he will appear 
before the king. How often do fears assail us ! 
And how large a part of life's troubles consists of 
fear ! " Within were fears," cries Paul. So we 
full often cry. We have fears for ourselves. We 
have a " sin of fear," that we shall miss the saints' 
everlasting rest. We fear for our loved ones. We 
are not unfrequently in bondage through fear of 
death. Quite as often we are in bondage through 
fear of the deaths in life. We are children of 
fear. 



OBADIAH: A PALM IN THE DESERT 127 

But Obadiah was blessed beyond all his fears. 
No calamity overwhelmed him such as he dreaded. 
All was well. 

And so it shall be with us if we steadfastly trust 
in God. ** Give to the winds thy fears." Hope in 
God, and even in the valliey of the shadow of 
death thou shalt fear no evil. 

8. The last thing I note concerning this faithful 
soul is that He unconsciously contributed 

TO A glorious triumph OF RELIGION. 

His obedience to the monition of Elijah led to 
the wondrous scene on Carmel. " Carmel by the 
sea " is a very parable of spiritual victory. How 
Jehovah was glorified! How the idolaters were 
routed ! How resonant was the cry of the pros- 
trate multitudes, " The Lord, He is the God ! " 

Little dreamt Obadiah that he was a co-worker 
towards so transcendent a consummation. His 
work was fraught with grander issues than had 
ever entered his heart. 

If we fear God and keep His word we are 
each of us contributing to a more splendid and 
eternal triumph of religion. The universe shall 
yet become a Carmel height and all men shall 
homage " the God that answereth by fire." Oh see 
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to It that you have some part and lot in inaugu- 
rating that ineffable era. 

Do we fear the Lord as Obadiah did ? I ask not 
if it be from our youth. Do we reverence and 
obey God now} Let each answer in the secret 
shrine of his own spirit. Be it ours to fear the 
Lord, and to find in that fear, so filial and so 
sublime, the strength of our life, the hope of our 
death, the secret of our eternal bliss. 



VIII 

GEHAZI AND HIS MODERN 
REPRESENTATIVES 

** Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God." — 2 Kings v. 20. 

I. /^EHAZI WAS FAMILIAR WITH SACRED 
vJ THINGS, YET A STRANGER TO THEIR 
POWER. 

Few could be more environed with godliness 
than was this servant of Elisha. One would have 
thought religion would have been as the breath of 
bis nostrils. We should have expected that he 
would draw his breath in the fear of the Lord. 
But no ! It is startling to discover that Gehazi 
was irreligious amid religion, unholy amid holiness, 
a vile transgressor though habituated to the 
society of saints. His story opens with a " But ": 
and a disquieting " but " it is. The lovely tale of 
Naaman's gratitude has just been told. And amid 
the placid reading suddenly we are darkened with 
the unsavoury tale of Gehazi : " But Gehazi " 
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Multitudes are akin to Gehazi in this that they 
are familiar with sacred things yet are strangers to 
their power. Has not this servant of Elisha a 
whole host of modern representatives? Let us 
examine the case. Let us be admonished by 
Gehazi's fateful example. 

(a) Gehazi was familiar with ^ood men. He 
lived in daily touch with Elisha. His days were 
spent in Elisha's company. That was in itself a 
sacrament To witness Elisha's lovely life. To 
be a spectator of his prophet-deeds. To overhear 
his prayers. To be remembered by him in prayer. 
To listen to his counsels. To daily have him 
for a guide. What a moral and spiritual education 
for Gehazi ! He ought to have made something 
out in the spiritual world. Gehazi, with such 
companionship, with so rare a privilege, should 
have developed into a shining saint. But it was 
not so. He dwelt with a hero yet was a poltroon. 
He lived with a saint yet was a knave. He was 
the associate of a prophet yet was a petty thief. 

Alas, too often is this so in these later times. 
There is no redeeming power in a noble example. 
No saint can give a ransom for another soul. 
Elisha is unable to transmute Gehazi into 
sanctity. How limited the influence of the 
greatest souls ! 
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One is apt to think that residence with an 
Elisha is equivalent to salvation. But ah no! 
We have known modern Gehazis. A man may 
live with beautiful spirits yet never catch the 
loveliness. Great is the mystery ot iniquity. 

Not only did Gehazi have the golden privilege 
of residence with God's prophet, but he was 
always being brought into contact with godly 
men. Elisha's house was the rendezvous of 
prophets and "sons of the prophets." There 
Gehazi met the best of the best What conversa- 
tions Elisha's servant heard ! What prayers ! 
What hymns of praise ! The glory-light played 
about him but he barred his heart against its 
lustre. Oh cruel irony this ! To live among the 
saints yet not be changed into the same image! 

{b) Gehazi had knowledge of God. And this 
adds incalculably to his condemnation. Whilst 
bent on a sinful errand he exclaims, "As the 
Lord liveth." He has Jehovah's name on his 
sullied lips. He makes mention of God as he 
plots to serve the devil. "As Jehovah liveth," 
cries this. impious man. Gehazi had a theology 
but not a character. A noble creed was his but a 
sordid soul. God is on his lips but is far from his 
heart. He is familiar with the Holy One of Israel 
and yet a stranger to Him. Oh it is pitiful when 
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a man speaks of God yet fails to keep God's 
commandments. 

Gehazi's case is a stern reminder for all who are 
familiar with sacred things. It reminds us how 
completely inadequate is mere theoretical know- 
ledge of these great realities. Nothing can supply 
the place of personal religion. No companionship 
however spiritually exalted. No theology however 
accurate. Moreover Gehazi illustrates to us 
what Robertson of Brighton alludes to in his 
letters as the hardening influence of spiritual 
things. There is a strange power in the things ot 
God to harden us unless we keep our souls by 
watchfulness and prayer. We may be so familiar 
with God and with good men and with the 
doctrines of grace that they harden us. Holy 
things hardened Gehazi. He was worse through 
better things. The divine was a savour of death 
to Elisha's attendant. 

Oh my soul, come not thou into that secret! 
God preserve us from losing the spirit in the letter. 
Oh the aggravated perdition of all those who amid 
sacred associations lose their souls ! Better never 
to have known the holy commandment than to 
blaspheme it thus. 

I fear that this hardening process had long been 
working in Gehazi. Men do not as a rule 
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commit a crime like his unless they have been 
deteriorating for many a day. Such deeds are but 
the climax of slowly accumulating evil. May not 
that be the explanation of his failure to work a 
miracle on the dead child of the Shunammite ? 
Elisha sent Gehazi forward to lay the prophet's 
staff upon the child. Gehazi could not blame the 
staff, it was accredited well. " And Gehazi passed 
on before them, and laid the staff upon the face of 
the child ; but there was neither voice, nor hearing. 
Wherefore he went again to meet him, and 
told him, saying. The child is not awaked** 
(2 Kings iv. 31). Why did the miracle fail? Is 
it not the only instance of a prophet attempting 
a miracle and the attempt being abortive? The 
reason of the failure is in the unworthy character 
of the intermediary. It was the authentic staff 
but the man who wielded it was not right with 
God. Gehazi was — as one of our great expositors 
puts it— "an undeveloped hypocrite." 

Are there not episodes in our life and perhaps 
in our Church life which show us and may show 
others that our hearts are wrong? Beware lest 
such admonitory hints be premonitions of some 
coming spiritual disaster. " Let him that thinketh 
he standeth take heed lest he fall." 

Oh rest not content with sacred surroundings. 
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"Is thine heart right ? " There is no vicarious 
piety. Piety is essentially personal. Beware of 
Gehazi's pitfall. Acquaint thyself with the Saviour 
and keep up the acquaintance. "Stand in awe 
and sin not." 

2. Gehazi had incapacity to understand 

A SAINT. 

He did not appreciate Elisha either as to 
his character or his conduct. He had not the 
"interpretive sympathy" by which to discern 
what manner of man the prophet was. We may 
live with people yet fail to comprehend them. 
Greatness and goodness may be undiscerned by ' 
those who spend their days in its immediate 
presence. No man is a hero to his valet, they r 
say : then so much the worse for the valet. 
Elisha's servant fails to appreciate alike Elisha's 
character and his deeds. Strange it was that 
whilst Naaman appears to have had such ' 
admirable servants Elisha the prophet was so 
unfortunate in his servant. 

(a) Gehazi did not understand Elisha. He 
seems to have been oblivious of Elisha's extra- 
ordinary quality. "Went not mine heart with 
thee?" says Elisha to the guilty Gehazi in the 
hour of his discovery. Gehazi had not reckoned 
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on that heart Oh that pursuing heart ! How 
swift its motions ! Like lightning it flashed along 
Gehazi's sinful track. Yet Gehazi set off after 
Naaman without realizing the insight of the ^ 
master he left behind him. He did not understand 
Elisha. 

To live in the vision of genius and sanctity and 
yet to have no capacity for realizing it ! This is 
blindness of abject type. Are any of us thus 
blinded? Oh that God would open our eyes. 
Knowest thou a saint when thou meetest such? 
Or does there stand evermore among us one whom 
we know not ? Are we modern representatives of 
Gehazi ? 

{b) Gehazi did not understand Elisha's conduct. 
The principles by which it was governed had no 
attraction for him. " Is it a time to receive *-^ 
money, and to receive garments, and oliveyards, 
and vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and men- 
servants, and maid-servants?" hotly inquired 
Elisha of the thief (v. 26). But Gehazi failed to 
see that it was not a time to do so. He could not t^ 
understand why any time was not suitable for 
such a purpose. Why Elisha should think and 
act otherwise he could not perceive. He had 
lived many a day with Elisha yet knew not the 
secret of Elisha's conduct. 
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He demonstrated his incapacity to appreciate 
the prophet for he grossly misrepresented him to 
Naaman. " My master hath sent me " he lyingly 
declared (v. 22). This was directly contrary to his 
master's habit It was quite repugnant to his 
master's instincts and principles. He caricatured 
Elisha when he spake that lie. 

Only goodness can clearly descry goodness. 
A Gehazi can never understand an Elisha though 
he spend long years in his company. There is a 
fatal spiritual incapacity to understand a man of 7 
God in men of Gehazi's quality. Spiritual things 
are spiritually discerned. "Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they shall see God" — and the saints 
of God. 

Do you admire "the saints that are in the 
earth " ? Are they all your delight ? Seest thou 
the Saviour in the saint ? And do you so under- 
stand and admire as to emulate them ? We live 
by admiration. But I fear lest some of us have 
not the capacity to understand. God wants to 
endow us with that capacity. The Lord open our 
eyes that we may see the man of God and seek to 
be even as he is. 

3. Gehazi erred in his youth. 

Despite his privileges he spoiled his early man- 
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hood. Has he not many representatives in this 
respect to-day ? And often the youth of our day 
sins in the very way Gehazi did. 

(a) He harboured an evil thought. " Gehazi, the 

servant of Elisha, said ? " (v. 20). To whom 

did he speak? To himself. It was a cherished 
thought. But God hears thoughts and records 
thoughts. He said this in the silence of the heart. 
What did he say ? " Behold, my master hath 
spared Naaman this Syrian, in not receiving at his 
hands that which he brought ; but, as the Lord 
liveth, I will run after him, and take somewhat of 
him." Heaven heard this inarticulate thought. 
Our silence is thunder in heaven. What a base 
thought it was ! Gehazi should have crushed it 
immediately. But he allowed it to change into 
a determined purpose. Beware of an ungodly 
thought. It is the shadow of the wing of an evil 
spirit upon thy mind. Oh guard well thy thoughts. 
Watch what thou sayest in thine heart. Specially 
beware of an ill thought becoming a wicked deter- 
mination. " As a man thinketh in his heart, so is 
he." Trace Gehazi's fall to a cherished godless 
thought. 

(^) He was enslaved by greed, " I will run after 
him, and take somewhat of him " (v. 20). That 
was the object in view. He will have gain though 
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it be the gain of godlessness. And he has evidently 
planned to have extensive and varied gain, for 
Eh'sha reads his heart and sees how he proposes to 
spend his ill-gotten gold. He will spend it iii 
garments, and oliveyards, and vineyards, and sheep, ' 
and oxen, and menservants, and maidservants" ^ 
(v. 26). Gehazi foolishly contemplates such gain 
as will make him a landed proprietor. 

The young man is the slave of greed, and greed 
is one of the cruelest of despots. Says Bishop 
Hall in his Contemplations — " His heart is nailed ^ 
up in the rich chests of Naaman, and now he goes 
to fetch it." But he was sadly disappointed in the 
quest. 

Early in life the lust of money has enthroned 
itself in Gehazi's breast, till John Trapp describes 
him as a "covetous caitiff," and Dr. Finlayson 
speaks of him as being an example of "covetousness 
hanging on the skirts of goodness." 

Alas! Gehazi. God's holy and reverend name 
upon his lips, but theft in his heart Violating 
every rule of good behaviour by reason of his greed 
of gold. Outraging his master. Giving an evil 
impression of the true faith to Naaman the Syrian. 
This and much more because the thirst for gain 
burns within him. 

So many a young man falls to-day. When 
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covetousness seizes the soul that soul is doomed 
except it repent "Take heed and beware of 
covetousness." No truer word stands writ than 
this — " The love of money is a root of all evil." r 
O young man, wouldst thou preserve thy youth in 
all its poetry and purity, shun the greed which 
fettered the soul of Gehazi in those far distant 
days. 

(^r) Gehazi was facile in untruth. Out of hell 
there is no more terrible sight than a man who 
in youth is a practised liar. Such was Elisha's "^ 
servant How absolute was the lie he told to ^ 
Naaman ! And how readily he uttered it ! Then 
how unhesitatingly he lied to Elisha, his master. 
" But he went in and stood . before his master." 
(How dare he !) " And Elisha said unto him, 
Whence comest thou, Gehazi ? And he said. Thy 
servant went no whither" (v. 25). Canon Liddon 
says — " No lie in the pages of the Bible is more 
complete and deliberate." Lie follows lie with a 
fluency which brands Gehazi as a well schooled 
liar. 

Here again unhappily Gehazi has abundant 
modern representatives. No sign of our times is 
more alarming than the diminished sense of truth 
even among young people. Facile in untruth are 
many. Fortify thy truthfulness, O young man. 
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young woman ! No liar shall enter the kingdom 
of heaven. 

{d) Not only are these things to be charged 
against Gehazi, but in addition he was guilty of 
revolting hypocrisy. According to some scholars 
the name Gehazi means denier or diminishes 
And verily he did deny and diminish. He was 
true to his degenerate name. The hypocrisy he 
practised upon Naaman was deplorable. The 
more so because Naaman was of a heathen religion 
and was turning to the true God. Gehazi by his 
subtlety lowered God and God's prophet in the 
estimate of the noble Syrian. Naming Jehovah's 
name Gehazi wrought abominable dissembling in 
Israel. 

Oh how deeply he erred in his youth ! How low 
in sin a young man or a young woman may sink I 
Youth may be spoiled with irreparable spoliation. 
What are my young readers making of their 
youth ? " Remember now thy Creator in the days 
of thy youth." With Gehazi's wrecked young 
manhood to warn you, oh cry to God that He 
may be the Guide of your youth. 

4. Gehazi prostituted a strong and 
imaginative mind. 

Have you considered the story which he con- 
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cocted and told to Naaman ? Here it is — " My 
master hath sent me, saying, Behold, even now 
there be come to me from Mount Ephraim two 
young men of the sons of the prophets ; give them, 
I pray thee, a talent of silver and two changes 
of garments." It was a clever tale. Had Gehazi 
lived in our day he might have been a popular 
writer of short stories. I cannot, for once, see the 
force of Matthew Henry's comment ; he speaks of 
this tale as being as " silly " as " false." No. It 
was false enough, but it is not silly. Rather one 
agrees with Bishop Hall, " What a sound tale hath 
the crafty Gehazi devised." 

Dr. Finlayson speaks of the story as " skilfully 
constructed," and remarks, "How the scoundrel ^■ 
throws in the details ! " 

It really was an adroit ingenious anecdote. It 
was exceedingly probable and very moderate. 
Gehazi must have had a mind, an imagination, a 
fancy of no common order. Had he been as 
sound in heart as he was clever in head he might 
have made a prophet of supreme popularity and / 
power. Dr. Parker, in his People's Bible^ notes 
the possession by Gehazi of an "inventive and 
energetic mind." Scarcely could any one deny 
that Gehazi evidenced mental capacity of a 
marked order. 
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But oh the pity of it, that such gifts should 
have been so prostituted. Genius may be, and 
often is, the ** procuress to the lords of hell." Satan 
has a brilliant mind, and too often he is aided by 
brilliant minds. 

What need there is of the consecration of mind- 
force! We greatly need a revival among the 
educated, the clever, the original. Gehazi makes 
an invaluable preacher when he is filled with the t" 
Holy Ghost 

Oh you to whom God has given intellectual 
gifts, who of you will consecrate your service to 
the Lord ? The service of God is an arena for 
your noblest powers. I summon you in Christ's 
name to the work of the Lord. We want your 
eloquence, your inventiveness, your fancy, your r 
humour, your pathos, your poetry. Come and lay 
all gladly upon the altar that sanctifieth the gift. 
Press all your genius into telling the old old story 
of Jesus and His love. There is scope in the 
telling of that incomparable story for all your 
qualities. O young man and maiden, take heed 
lest you turn your genius in an evil direction. 
Give it to God, and God will give it back to you 
flushed with a rarer glory. 
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S. Gehazi was successful at an awful 

COST. 

He gained of Naaman that which he desired. 
His lie succeeded. He received the means of 
social splendour. The silver he took of Naaman 
represents something like £7$^ ^f ^^^ English 
money. Two changes of garments also are his 
portion. Yes, he attained his end. His perversion 
of his way proved a success. 

But at what a cost ! With what fearful offset 1 ^ 
He brought an awful fate upon himself. Be lost 
his health, "The leprosy therefore of Naaman 
shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever," 
is the sentence of Elisha, whom God had appointed 
to be Gehazi's judge. " Shall cleave unto thee." 
Oh terrible word ! A Nessus-shirt eating into the 
flesh. A deep-seated and ineradicable disease is 
the sentence uttered against the evil-doer. Nor 
did the doom linger. Scarcely was the verdict 
declared than the verdict was carried out. " And 
he went out from his presence a leper as white as v> 
snow" (v. 27). Like a snowstorm the scaling 
leprosy whitened him as it suddenly descended. 
Gehazi hastened to the several house. And that 
ruined constitution was the price he paid for 
successful wickedness. 

O young man, here is a tragic warning. Nor 
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does it stand alone. Many a Gehazi has received 
a diseased body as the reward of fortunate evil- 
doing. Sin often dismantles body and brain. Not 
once nor twice have men mourned at the last 
when their flesh and their body were consumed. 
Gehazi " took somewhat " indeed of Naaman ; he 
took the talents and the garments, but he also 
took the cleaving of an evil disease. And this is ^ 
written for our admonition — to show us what 
successful sin may cost. 

He also brought sorrow upon his family. " And p 
unto thy seed," says Elisha. He had thought to 
help his seed thereby. Gehazi would leave wealth 
to his descendants. But God turned the blessing 
into a curse. The price of evil has to be paid by 
a man's innocent children. Oh mystery of retribu- 
tion. Leprosy is hereditary. No man perishes 
alone in his iniquity. Oh, beware, lest such a fate 
come upon thee and thine. Let no taint of 
Gehazi's judicial leprosy ever cleave to thee or 
to thy seed after thee. Rather be thou, through 
grace, one of those of whom it is written, " His 
seed shall be blessed." 

So when Gehazi dreamed of blessing he inheri- 
ted an awful curse. Verily, God is just He will 
not by any means clear the guilty. Bitter is the 
portion of evil-doers. Consider, O thou who 
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seekest success by unrighteous courses, what the 
final price may be. Be wise. What shall the end 
be ? Remember Gehazi and the price he paid. 

6. We have good hope that Gehazi was 

RESTORED. 

In 2 Kings viii. 4 we read, "And the King 
talked with Gehazi, the servant of the man of God, 
saying. Tell me, I pray thee, all the great things 
that Elisha hath done." And Gehazi told the 
King how Elisha restored the son of the Shunam- 
mite woman to life. Whilst he spoke the woman 
herself appeared upon the scene.^ In a seven 
years' absence in Philistia she had been dispossessed 
of house and of lands, and she had come to make 
her appeal to the King for restitution. Gehazi 
pleaded for the woman and pleaded with complete 
success. 

Now I think there is no ground for supposing 
that this is an incident which has accidentally got 
out of its proper position in scripture. I do not 
at all believe that this is a story of Gehazi before 
his doom was pronounced. 

I believe Gehazi had repented amid his suffer- 
ings, and God had in His compassion and pardon- - 
ing mercy restored GrehazL He is taken back to 
Elisha's service again, no more to pervert his way. 

10 
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Canon Fawcett says this was " doubtless " so. ^ 
And we need hardly hesitate to share the assur- 
ance of hope. 

The worst may be restored. The vilest may 
find mercy. Life's punitive leprosies may all be 
healed. The sentence was " for ever." But God 
is rich in mercy and repents Him of the evil. 
Gehazi penitent is Gehazi pardoned and cleansed. ^ 
" He delighteth in mercy." 

What a glorious gospel is this ! Every sinner 
may turn and live. Christ's precious blood avails ^ ' 
for the Gehazi of modern society. " If we confess 
our sins God is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 

The worst need not despair of the mercy of God A 
in the atoning Saviour. Oh tell this glad gospel 
everywhere. Oh call Gehazi to the sinner s Friend. 



IX 
THE RECHABITES 

**Go unto the house of the Rechabites." — Jer. xxxv. 2. 

THE Rechabites were a noteworthy people. 
Their high moral example was specially 
commended by Jehovah. The continual and de- 
voted obedience of this tribe to the precept of 
their ancestor stood out in marked relief amid the 
disobedience of the people of Israel to their God 
In the 35th chapter of his prophecy, Jeremiah 
points the moral of the contrast. The Arabs 
shamed the Israelites. 

Who were the Rechabites? It is easy to say — 
the descendants of Rechab. But who was Rechab? 
There are three who bear that name in the Old 
Testament. 

(a) The father or ancestor of Jehonadab (called 
also Jonadab). By some writers he is identified 
with Hobab. (d) One of the " captains of bands " 
whom Ishbosheth took into his service, and who 

U7 
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when his cause was failing, conspired to murder 
him. (c) The father of Malchiah, ruler of part of 
Beth-haccerem, named as repairing the dung gate 
in the fortifications of Jerusalem under Nehemiah. 

Though the tribe was called after Rechab the 
head of the tribe was Jehonadab, his son or 
descendant. Whether Jehonadab was his son or 
merely a perhaps remote descendant cannot be 
ascertained. 

Nothing is known of Rechab himself. The 
name signifies "a horseman," and it has been 
remarked that the meaning of the name makes 
it probable that it was an epithet passing into a 
proper name. " It may have pointed to a con- 
spicuous form of the wild Bedouin life." 

An ingenious conjecture is mentioned in Smith's 
Bible Dictionary: that the Rechabites were dis- 
ciples of Elisha, the name meaning " the sons of 
the chariot"; and both Elijah and Elisha having 
been called " the chariot of Israel." This conjec- 
ture is probably much more ingenious than correct, 
though one of the fathers asserted that Jehonadab 
was a disciple of Elisha. 

There seems warrant (i Chron. ii. 55) for the 
idea that Rechab belonged to a branch of the 
Kenites, the Arabian tribe who entered Palestine 
with the Israelites, and settled, some in the north 
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and larger numbers still in the south : some in the 
cliffs of Engedi and more around the town of 
Jabez in Judah — probably Rechab among the 
number. 

But the most observable fact concerning the 
Rechabites is that a new and noble character was 
impressed upon them by Jehonadab their leader. 
I propose that we should now " go unto the house 
of the Rechabites," and glean from them all the 
moral and spiritual instruction we may. The 
Rechabites had noble traits. Fine features mark 
them amid their changeful history. We need 
more Rechabites today — Rechabites in heart and 
in life. We may so eye this ancient people that 
they shall live again in lives made better by their 
presence. 

I. The Rechabites honoured the memory 

OF THE GOOD. 

Jehonadab their chief was a man of solid 
integrity. We know but little of his personal 
history, but what we do know is altogether whole- 
some. He stands out in almost heroic vividness 
as associated with Jehu in the destruction of the 
idolatrous house of Ahab. But he was construe- 
tively moral as well as destructively. Some 
people's religion is all negation. The religion of 
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Jehonadab was positive. He indelibly stamped a 
moral impress upon his followers. He moulded 
the rigorous and valiant morality of the Rechabites. 
The elements of that morality we shall presently 
analyse. Jehonadab was a man morally far ahead 
of his age. He was a man of moral might, and he 
shaped an Arab tribe into a sturdy and beautiful 
moral symmetry. His people and their descen- 
dants never forgot him. The memory of this just 
man was blessed. They treasured his honourable 
name in the urn of their heart. They could never 
forget their honoured chief. They honoured the 
memory of the good Jehonadab. With what filial 
pride they speak of "Jehonadab our father"! 
How they love to quote his words! They de- 
lighted to honour their departed leader. 

And observe that the Rechabites honoured the 
memory of Jehonadab in the most honourable 
way. They lived according to his injunctions. 
For two centuries and a half they adhered faith- 
fully to his principles and commandments in every 
iota and detail. 

Is not that the best way to honour the memory 
of departed saints } There are who only rear 
obelisks or monuments : they indite epitaphs 
which eloquently historify the virtues of the de- 
parted ; but they do not live the godly life of the 
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departed. This is a cruel irony. When we are 
skilled in epitaph writing but godless in life, then 
our character is an anti-climax to the stony eulogy. 
Honour the Rechabites, for they honoured the 
memory of their good ancestor by living as he 
desired them to live. Are there not too few 
Rechabites today? The memory of departed 
worth should be ever green. The pious dead 
should be immortal in our memory as they are in 
God's heavens. Never let the memorial of your 
Christian friends fade from your heart. The 
ancestral boast is utterly hollow when it is a mere 
boast of aristocracy or wealth or culture — and 
these things are all the boast of many today. 
To hear braggarts dilate on their dead ancestry is 
provocative of a smile, if not of contempt. All 
such glorying is false pride of blood. Let the 
Rechabite memorial be ours. Honour the memory 
of the good \ Never forget that saintly father, nor 
that gentle mother whose smile was heaven ; nor 
those old leaders of the church of your youth. 
Treasure their names as the Rechabites treasure 
the name of Jehonadab. But ever remember that 
we honour the good most gloriously by copying 
their character and by obeying their precepts. 

They rightly mourn the dead 
Who live as they desired. 
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Let us all seek to learn that unchangeably 
important lesson. Young men and women, live 
as the dear departed would have you live ! Such 
a life is the most immortal memorial of the 
crowned saints. 

Jesus Christ is our Jehonadab. He is our only 
Master. Let us be His Rechabites. He left us an 
example that we should follow in His steps. Oh 
tread in these deeply graven and radiant footprints, 
assisted by His grace. To you to live be Christ. 
The Christian creed honours the Saviour, but the 
Christian character honours Him yet more. Form 
yourselves into bands of Rechabites. Honour 
your Master by yourselves also, so walking even 
as He walked. 

2. The Rechabites were marked by 
Great Simplicity of Life. 

Herein they are distinctly commendable, and 
herein, too, they were obedient to the precept of 
Jehonadab their Chief. Amid the luxury and 
licence of Phoenician cities they were protected 
from both evils by their severely simple manner of 
life. Instead of building houses as did others, 
they dwelt in tents ; they drank no wine ; they 
sowed no seed ; they neither planted vineyards nor 
owned any. When Jehonadab enjoined this 
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manner of life upon them he indicated his 
prescience, for he assured them that by so living 
they would " live many days in the land where " 
they were "strangers." You may say the 
Rechabites carried their simplicity of life too far, 
and perhaps your criticism has a measure of cor- 
rectness. They were ascetical ; their life, it has 
been remarked, was "partly monastic, partly 
Bedouin." But if they erred in one direction, 
certain it is that the people of England too often 
err in the opposite way. Of the two evils that of 
the Rechabites leans to virtue's side. Of the two 
courses it is that of the Rechabites which is the 
more Biblical. We need at least a dash of Recha- 
bitism in our mode of life today. Is there not 
even among many Christians too much house 
building and house pride ? Is there not still too 
much wine drinking ? Is not the sturdy, almost 
severe, old-fashioned teetotalism of the Rechabites 
better than the addiction to much wine which is 
so characteristic of much modern society ? How 
much seed sowing and vineyard planting there is ! 
I verily believe that there is imminent danger in 
the luxurious living which marks society today, 
for luxury leads to licence, and licence leads to — 
hell. I do not ask for asceticism, I do not believe 
in it I plead for greater simplicity of life. " The 
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simplicity of Christ " may be translated into and 
illustrated in the social sphere. It must be — if the 
Bible be true — hard for some to enter into the 
kingdom of God, they are socially so "rich." 
There is sad spiritual hindrance in luxury. And 
the passion for high and fashionable living is today 
developed to so great an extent that many will 
have it whether they can afford it or no. Many of 
the forgeries and embezzlements and suicides of 
these times spring from the spirit of luxury which 
has obtained such fell influence upon society. Oh 
for more simple Rechabites! 

When so many at our very doors are " pressed 
with poverty severe " : when delicate women and 
little helpless children are pining for bread : Is this 
excessive luxury right ? Is it even politically 
wise ? Is it not a grave social menace ? It can- 
not be morally right. 

We should be better in health if we lived more 
simply. We should be stronger intellectually, for 
the old adage " plain living high thinking " is 
applicable yet. Our religious life would glow into 
fervency if our daily life were tempered with the 
principles and practices of the Rechabites. 

Professor Drummond in his Tropical Africa 
remarks that it is astonishing " with what a small 
capital after all a human being can get through 
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the world." He describes the burial of an African, 
and, according to the custom of his tribe, his entire 
earthly possessions were buried with him. He was 
an average commoner. And into his grave were 
lowered the dead man's pipe, a rough knife, a mud 
bowl, and his bow and arrows — the bow string cut 
through the middle, a touching symbol that its 
work was done. For half a century these were 
all his possessions. If some English people 
carried less to the grave than they do it might 
be more salutary for them and for others. We 
can most of us do with a great deal less than 
we have. 

Let us live with saint-like simplicity. Luxury 
ever tends to degeneration of every kind. Beware 
of it Be ye Rechabites. 

Am I not preaching Christ in thus appealing } 
Christ came to save the entire man. We are to 
seek that we may save not only souls but men and 
women. Paul said he had lived in "simplicity." 
He was a Rechabite ! Jesus Christ Himself lived, 
not ascetically, but most simply — He was a 
Rechabite ! 

Many of the great empires of the past perished 
through luxury. God save us from " luxury's 
contagion weak and vile." Beware lest any fall 
into this vain but pleasing snare. "Seek ye first 
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the Kingdom of God " and the temporal etceteras 
God will add as He sees good. 

3. The Rechabites were Worshippers of 
Jehovah. 

Do we not well to assert that in this respect we 
need more Rechabites today. They believed in 
a personal God. They avowed the God of the 
Bible. They delighted to serve the living and true 
God. They worshipped the God of Israel. 

Yet they did not, strictly speaking, belong to 
Israel. They were associated with Israel. They 
dwelt in the Kingdom of Israel. Jehonadab and 
his tribe were circumcised, and so it came within the 
covenant of Abraham. But they were not reckoned 
as appertaining to Israel. Probably they did not 
consider themselves bound by the law of Moses, 
nor did they conform to the ritual of Moses. 

But though a band of free-lances they were 
devout and ardent worshippers of Jehovah. The 
worship of Baal introduced by Ahab and Jezebel 
was as offensive to them as to Israel. 

" They are not all Israel which are of Israel.** 
True ! But there is an obverse side to this. They 
are not all contrary to Israel who are without the 
ranks of Israel. Thank God for all who worship 
the true God although, like the Rechabites, they 
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be irregular or heterodox. It should cheer us in 
depressed hours to remember how many there 
are who worship God though they be without the 
pale of the evangelical Churches. Henry Ward 
Beecher used to say that in every Church there is 
light enough for a man to be saved by. And 
whilst we think it highly to be desired that the 
evangelical faith should everywhere prevail, yet it 
is a grand fact that outside evangelicalism there 
is so much real faith and worship. 

I have heard with profit a faithful sermon in a 
Jewish synagogue. Roman Catholic preaching has 
given me spiritual help. My heart has burned 
within me as I have perused the lofty and soul- 
kindling words of Unitarian teachers. Through 
various of the twelve gates will men enter the 
heavenly city. 

But are we all worshippers of Jehovah ? Are 
we all as the Rechabites in this ? How fateful if, 
trained in evangelical Christianity, it should yet 
be that we worshipped God with the lips but our 
hearts are far from Him I Our whole life should 
be an unsullied act of worship — but is it? Do 
the idolatries of men grieve you as they grieved 
the righteous souls of the Rechabites when Ahab 
and Jezebel wrought folly? 

" Worship God, all ye people." Are the words 
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of a recent writer true, " God has gone out of 
fashion " ? God forbid. Ichabod will speedily be 
traced luridly across creation if that be so. Oh ! let 
us be true worshippers of the King of Kings. How 
the age needs worshipping Rechabites ! 

4. The Rechabites maintained their 
integrity amid surrounding degeneracy. 

No marvel was it that they did so, for they were 
worshippers ! If our life be fed by fellowship with 
God it will be energetic and symmetrical in its 
morality. The reason for impoverished morality is 
an impoverished vision of God. Lack of worship 
means sad moral lack sooner or later. Let God 
go out of fashion and it will not be long before 
morality goes out of fashion. " Where there is no 
vision the people cast away restraints." 

The Rechabites were loyal in their daily life to 
the God they worshipped. Whilst vices of every 
kind flourished around them they remained pure 
and upright Hydra-headed evils stalked on every 
side, but the faithful Rechabite became as a 
Hercules and slew the monsters in the strength 
of God. The followers of Jehonadab were ever 
true to their principles. Phoenician morality was 
at a low ebb. But the morality of the Rechabite 
was redundantly vital. A wintry chill had blasted 
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the souls of men around them, but summer grace 
adorned the Rechabites. 

O to be like them when in our time wickedness 
abounds and the love of many waxes cold ! Oh 
to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour by a 
strong and lovely moral character ! If Jehovah 
guard us our souls shall be secure and prosperous 
amid degenerate men. 

5. The principles of the Rechabites 
were put to the proof. 

Character does not long go untested. Untested 
character is uncertain character. Principles un- 
proved are insecurely held. But how commonly 
men's principles are severely proved ! 

The life and character of the surrounding peoples 
were one long test of the principles of the Recha- 
bites. And that test they bravely bore. The 
quality of those who surround us is always a test 
of our quality. Examples of irreligion are tempta- 
tions to irreligion. How stands our character 
amid such continual trial ? 

But there is a very definite and striking tempta- 
tion of the Rechabites recorded in Jer. xxxv. 
The invasion of Judah by Nebuchadnezzar, B.C. 607, 
drove the Rechabites from their tents, and they 
took refuge in Jerusalem. Some think they had 
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shared the captivity of Israel. They were evidently 
known to the prophet Jeremiah. Their rigid 
Nazarite life gained for them admission into the 
house of the Lord, and they occupied one of the 
chambers assigned to priests and Levites within 
the sacred precincts. 

It was in the Temple the great temptation befel 
them. Do not many of life's bitterest temptations 
come to us in the Temple ? Satan is never more 
active than in the House of God. He wins many 
of his most tragic triumphs under the shadow of 
the altar. 

There is mystery, deep mystery, in the 
origin of the temptation. We cannot pretend to 
solve it. But the temptation was commanded ot 
God. And we cannot but see in our studies of 
Scripture that God uses even the ministry of satanic 
temptation for the discipline of His children. 

The matter of the temptation is stated in the 
chapter referred to. " The word which came unto 
Jeremiah from the Lord in the days of Jehoiakim 
the son of Josiah, King of Judah, saying. Go unto 
the house of the Rechabites, and speak unto them, 
and bring them into the house of the Lord, into 
one of the chambers, and give them wine to 
drink " (ver. i and 2). 

Jeremiah states the sequel : " I set before the 
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sons of the house of the Rechabites bowls full of 
wine, and cups, and I said unto them, Drink ye 
wine. But they said, We will drink no wine : for 
Jonadab the son of Rechab our father commanded 
us, saying. Ye shall drink no wine, neither ye, nor 
your sons, for ever" (ver, 5 'and 6). 

It was a noble repulsion of temptation. It alike 
glorified God, and showed reverence for their 
ancestral faith, and reflected high credit on the 
tempted Rechabites. 

Our principles are almost daily put to the proof. 
By the grace of the Saviour let us resist. In our 
great cities temptations seem continually to 
multiply upon us. We shall often be assailed with 
temptations subtle and difficult to resist. We 
shall need the whole armour of God. " Resist the 
devil and he will flee from you." 

Meet him, as Christ did, with the word of 
God : that two-edged sword shall overthrow 
him. 

Especially to our young friends will the alluring 
voice come " Drink ye wine." Let your imme- 
diate and emphatic reply be that of the Rechabites, 
" We will drink no wine." There is always danger 
in strong drink. Some of the finest men of the 
church have stumbled and fallen by its seductions. 

« 

Let me commend the example of the Rechabites. 

II 
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They who say " We will drink no wine " are on 
the safe side. 

The grace of God is an over-match for all 
temptation. Seek that grace with redoubled 
earnestness of prayer. And you shall conquer as 
the sons of Rechab did. " Blessed is the man that 
endureth temptation." A glorious crown awaits 
him when the trial time is over. O ye Rechabites, 
the trial of your faith is often awful in its agony, 
but it is precious. Courage ! You shall overcome 
by the blood of the Lamb. 

6. The Rechabites received special 
blessing. 

Their simple and upright life was in itself a 
blessing. Character is its own reward. Heaven 
is character. 

But their manner of life secured them extraneous 
blessing, {a) They preserved intact their inde- 
pendence, (b) They did not excite the envy of 
Israel, {c) They avoided tribal wars, {d) They 
retained their pilgrim freedom. 

A special, a transcendent blessing crowned this 
faithful people. They received a benediction of 
overflowing grace. 

As they so nobly walked in the ways of 
Jehonadab their father, God graciously spoke this 
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benedictory word : " Therefore thus saith the Lord 
of hosts, the God of Israel : Jonadab the son of 
Rechab shall not want a man to stand before me 
for ever " (ver. 19). This formula of blessing im- 
plied that the Rechabites should never be extinct 
as a people. It was a numerical benediction. And 
travellers have told us that as late as in the twelfth 
century there is a record of Jews called Rechabites. 
But they live to this day in the reproduction of 
elements of their character. Many of their prin- 
ciples are moulding modern lives. There are 
Rechabites today. 

The blessing pronounced on the ancient Recha- 
bites has a deeper meaning. To "stand before" God 
is a liturgical phrase. This loyal and devoted 
people were to be priests unto God. They were 
henceforth to be ministers of God. * 

Character thus tested and triumphant is thus 
crowned with double honour. 

Are you faithfully serving your God as did the 
Rechabites? If not, begin this moment. "Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners." Join 
the goodly fellowship of the Rechabites once 
for all. 

True religion shall never perish from the earth. 
There shall always be Rechabites. God shall 
never want a man to stand before Him. 
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Yes, faithful souls shall be God's ministrant 
priests. They shall stand before God in the 
earthly temple, and at length shall be summoned 
to higher service. 

In the upper temple they shall serve day and 
night : where Sabbath calm broods for aye : where 
evening shadows never fall : where temptation 
cannot come : where music rolls and song resounds. 
And this will be their anthem th«i — " Unto Him 
that loved us and washed us from our sins in His 
own blood, and hath made us kings and priests 
unto God and His Father. To Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever." Amen. 



X 

EBED-MELECH : THE ETHIOPIAN 

" Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian.**— Jeremiah xxxviii^ 7. 

I. T7BED.MELECH was A Man better 

-L' THAN THE CLASS TO WHICH HE 
BELONGED. 

By SO much he claims our attention and evokes 
our appreciation. This little-known man was an 
Ethiopian, He was a heathen, and a heathen natur- 
ally of a very despicable type. The Ethiopians 
(a term of somewhat indeterminate geographical 
meaning) were a peculiarly unsavoury race. Great 
in stature they were shrivelled in soul. Cruel, ramp- 
antly cruel, treacherous, coarse and unclean were the 
class to which Ebed-Melech belonged. " Can the 
Ethiopian change his skin ? " No. And to change 
his moral character was indeed a triumph of pure 
grace. 

Yet, a son of the heathen, Ebed-Melech was no 
heathen in soul. This Ethiopian's skin had been 

166 
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thoroughly changed. Of a class strangely loath- 
some, he was winsome, tender, a follower of God. 

He was " an eunuch** And the eunuchs of the 
East were a pitilessly cruel race. Their delight 
was to wound and vex and slay. No class had a 
worse reputation in this regard. Yet Ebed-Melech 
was as kind as his class was cruel. His heart was 
a fountain of love. His hands were ministers unto 
the necessitous. Kitto calls him very justly, " The 
benevolent Eunuch." He was a lovely flower 
blooming in barren tracts. Ebed-Melech was a 
servant of the King. He is described as " in the 
King's house." The particular king was Zedekiah, 
King of Judah. The servants of the king were a 
godless class. The royal households as a rule were 
priests and priestesses of Satan. They were too 
usually haters and despisers of God's prophets. A 
prophet was the target for all the arrows of all their 
hireling quivers. But Ebed-Melech was as faithful 
a servant of God as of the king. He delighted to 
trust and honour the true Jehovah. He loved 
God's prophet. He endangered his own life to 
save Jeremiah's life. No more affectionately loyal 
friend ever did prophet have than Ebed-Melech. 

Ebed-Melech is a noble illustration of a man 
rising head and shoulders above his fellows in all 
that is divine. Among the Ethiopians, the eunuchs 
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and the king's servants, he was not of them. He 
was morally a giant though graded among 
pigmies. 

Thank God there are Ebed-Melechs in modern 
life. In all classes today are transcendent men. 
There are who decry the rich and deem them 
impossible of salvation. But often God gets the 
camel through the needle's eye. Saints have arisen 
among the rich. Some of Christ's choicest dis- 
ciples in these latter days have been rich. The 
aristocracy have been the butt of endless ridicule. 
But what noble men and women have graced those 
ranks ! And in the recent terrible South African 
strife how chivalrously many of the scions of 
aristocratic houses have shed their blood for 
England ! Romanisnri as a system many of us 
utterly detest and loathe, but among the sons of 
men no finer saints have graced the world than 
adherents of the Roman Church. 

Drink sellers are rightly branded with opprobium 
as a class. And yet among them are some who 
are of unimpeachable character. An unimpeach- 
able man with a most impeachable calling ! 
Atheists are an unsavoury brood, but among them 
gentle, pure and loving souls have shone out 
glorious in the glory of the God they denied. 

Do not let us condemn individuals then by 
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reason of the class to which unhappily they 
belong. Personality may be winsome though 
community be reprobate. God discovers "surprises 
of goodness " amid ranks of evil doers. " The Lord 
knoweth them that are His" — we do not know 
them all. Ebed-Melech is greater than his 
fellows. 

2. Ebed-Melech was superior to his 
Surroundings. 

We have seen this already, but let us review it 
in other aspects. He was an inmate of Zedekiah's 
palace. He breathed corrupted air. Scenes oi 
vice confronted him continually. Vexed was his 
soul by filthy conversation. Every prospect 
morally was appalling. Environment was all 
unpropitious. But Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian 
conquered his environment. He dominated cir- 
cumstances, and scorned that they should dominate 
him. He was a lowly conqueror but a true and 
everlasting conqueror. No chameleon was Ebed- 
Melech, taking the colour of his surroundings. He 
reflected his own radiant colours on his dull drab 
surroundings. A star was he whose mild glory 
gilded the dense gloom of the adjacent sky. 
Often do we meet modern Ebed-Melechs. Thank 
God there are who refuse to bow the knee to cir- 
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cumstance, "this world's unspiritual god." Not 
seldom men are socially superior to their surround- 
ings. They illustrate "sweeter manners." They 
are moved by "purer laws." God's ladies and 
gentlemen dwell in cottars' huts. The aristocracy 
lives and moves amid the coarser strain of democ- 
racy. Let us not confuse men and their surround- 
ings. Let us scorn to judge only by environment. 
Some are intellectually far above their environs. 
Genius has not always, perhaps not often, aesthetic 
associations. Among the mentally sordid the 
mentally sublime are found. In humble homes 
and amid vulgar associations rare minds abide. It 
is not enough to count heads: we must analyse 
them. 

And how specially true is this religiously ! God's 
loved one is often as a lily among thorns. Such 
was Ebed-Melech. Such was Obadiah in Ahab's 
prodigiously wicked court. Such was Nehemiah, 
the brave and prayerful cupbearer of the heathen 
king. Such were the saints of Caesar's household. 
None can blame their unpropitious circumstances 
for their unpropitious character. Let none attempt 
to do so. 

" Honour and shame in no condition lie." The 
godliest have dwelt in Kedar's tents. God's 
choicest patriarchs have had their tabernacle of 
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witness in a barren wilderness. The grace of God 
can overmatch the most menacing environment. 
The great God made Ebed-Melech a shining soul 
in Zedekiah's palace, and He can cause us to 
ray out the glories of the gospel even in conditions 
unfavourable and debased. 

3. Ebed-Melech put more pretentious 

PEOPLE TO shame. 

He was but an Ethopian, yet he shamed the elect 
Israelites around him. He befriended God's 
prophet when Jews would have destroyed him. 
We look for much from the chosen nation, and it 
comes to nothing. We look for little from the 
dark Ethiopian, and it comes to much. Moreover 
Ebed-Melech shamed the royalty of the period 
though he himself was but a servant. A heathen 
putting the religious to the blush ! A bond- 
servant throwing royalty into the shade! 

Dean Paget speaks of " surprises of goodness," 
and they have been and are so frequent that we 
are almost becoming accustomed to them. The 
Old Testament is full of such strange sweet sur- 
prises. From Abimelech right down the vistas of 
ancient times the inferior have been in conduct, 
spirit, temper, superior. 

Our Saviour was always showing us and pro- 
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phesying to us of such instances. He said the 
Queen of the South would shame this generation, 
and so would the men of Nineveh at the judgement 
seat. He immortalized the Samaritan who so 
brilliantly outshone priest and Levite of the 
orthodox persuasion. No wonder we denominate 
him the " good " Samaritan, though Christ did not 
so describe him. Did not the Saviour remind us 
that it was " this stranger " who returned to give 
thanks for his cleansing — a solitary singer of a 
glad doxology? Did not the Master also say 
that outside Israel incomparable faith had burned 
and shone ? 

Beware ye lest ye are shamed by apparently 
inferior people. What will the world say if an 
infidel shows a more benign spirit than a Christian ? 

Shall we not give great occasion to the enemy 
to blaspheme if we — believers in the Lord — are 
less courteous, honourable, kindly than those who 
never name the blessed name? O ye Zedekiahs 
and Jews outwardly let not Ebed-Melech take your 
crown ! 

4. Ebed-Melech had the courage of his 
Convictions. 

He "heard that they had put Jeremiah in the 
dungeon," and he felt it to be a monstrous wrong. 
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He realized burningly the shame of it. Now 
what course did he take ? The king was sitting 
in the gate of Benjamin. And Ebed-Melech 
publicly protested. "Ebed-Melech went forth out 
of the king's house and spake to the king " (ver. 7). 
No mean expression of courage that. He took his 
life in his hands when he essayed that task. A 
public protest against evil is never easy and may 
be hazardous. In Ebed-Melech's case such a 
protest was heroism of the most heroic quality. 
It was superbly and self-forgettingly heroic. More- 
over the brave protestor named the evil-doers. 
He did not fail to indicate with all directness who 
had done the impious and cruel deed. " These 
men have done evil in all that they have done to 
Jeremiah the prophet " (ver. 9). Thus plainly nam- 
ing them, and pointing a rebuking finger at them, 
Ebed-Melech pounces on the wicked men. 

Again I repeat, it was a noble exhibition of 
moral courage. A servant indicting princes ! A 
poor contemned Ethiopian publicly denouncing 
the godlessness of men high in state ! 

Ebed-Melech had such courage of conviction 
that he braved multiform danger. He faced his 
superiors. And richly his courage was rewarded, 
for he prevailed with the king and became the 
human saviour of the afflicted prophet. 



1 
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" Let his grand example stand." Ebed-Melech 
the Ethiopian will be while the world lasts a 
noble illustration of loyalty at all costs to con- 
viction. 

Does not this age need, as every age has 
needed, men of Ebed-Melech's heroic mould ? 
Dean Farrar has lately written that, "The chief 
need of the world is the death-defying courage of 
true men." We know it is so of a truth. To 
denounce the evils of the times : to assail them : 
to destroy them. To attack wickedness in high 
places. To protest against " the vilest men " 
being " exalted." To anathematize those who 
" plate sin with gold." To seek the good of the 
persecuted, the wronged, the neglected. For these 
great courageous works we indeed need Ebed- 
Melechs. 

But how is this high courage to be attained ? 
I think John Trapp touches the spring of such 
courage when, commenting on Ebed - Melech's 
splendid deed, he says, " It was God's Holy Spirit 
that put this mettle into him." 

For such pious prowess we need God*s Holy 
Spirit. "Ask and ye shall receive." "Be filled 
with the Spirit" The Spirit of God makes 
Ethiopians immortal heroes. 
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5. Ebed-Melech had a kind way of 
DOING Kindness. 

A kind deed is a lovely fruit of faith. The 
Scripture often speaks of the kindness of God, and 
man is never so godly as when he is kind. Jesus 
Christ was incarnate kindness. A true Christian is 
concrete kindness. 

Ebed-Melech (as we shall presently see) was a 
man of faith, and his faith flows forth in kindness. 
His heart was " a great magazine of kindness." 
He would relieve and rescue the persecuted Jere- 
miah at all costs. To the dungeon he would go, 
and from its dank and death-dealing depths he 
would deliver God's suffering servant. He had a 
kind heart towards good men, and especially to- 
wards good men in affliction. Oh that there were 
such a heart in us. "Be sure," Andrew Bonar 
used to say — "be sure you are growing holier if 
you are growing kinder." Yes. Progressive kind- 
ness is an infallible sign of progressive holiness. 
Will our sanctification abide that rigid yet genial 
test? Does our faith work by love? 

But Ebed-Melech had a kind mode of doing 
kindness. "So Ebed-Melech took the men with 
him, and went into the house of the king under the 
treasury, and took thence old cast clouts and old 
rotten rags, and let them down by cords into the 
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dungeon to Jeremiah. And Ebed-Melech the 
Ethiopian said unto Jeremiah, Put now these old 
cast clouts and rotten rags under thine armholes 
under the cords. And Jeremiah did so. So they 
drew up Jeremiah with the cords, and took him 
up out of the dungeon" (ver. 11-13). How con- 
siderately kind was this Ethiopian believer ! Had 
he merely let down the cords he would indeed 
have saved Jeremiah's life, but he would have lacer- 
ated his armholes and inflicted distressing pain. 
But Ebed-Melech's kindness was done in a kind 
way. From the king's wardrobe he gathers " old 
cast clouts and old rotten rags " — torn and worn-out 
clothes — and these he lets down into the dungeon 
to Jeremiah, bidding him put them under the cords 
and so saving him the possibility of torturing 
pain. 

Had Ebed-Melech been otherwise minded he 
would have let down into the dungeon the cords 
without the " old cast clouts and rotten rags." He 
would have saved him, but he would have saved 
him roughly. Many people have an awkward 
coarse unkindly way of being kind. They are 
great at " cords," minus the " clouts " and " rags." 
They pain us by their philanthropy. They wound 
us in delivering us. They half kill us in redeem- 
ing our lives from destruction. Full often Ebed- 
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Melech forgets the " clouts " and " rags." We love 
him for his "cords," but we deplore his lack of 
" clouts " and " rags." 

God's kindness is chanted by the Psalmist as 
" /(;z//«^-kindness." That is the ideal kindness. 
And such was the kindness of the tender-hearted 
Ethiopian. You vastly enhance a gift by a gracious 
mode of giving. A beautiful deed grows more 
beautiful by being beautifully done. There is an 
unkind kindness, an ungentle gentleness, a merci- 
less mercy. Oh, shun such impotent kindness ! 
Do loving deeds lovingly. Be thoughtfully kind. 
Considerate service is of incalculable worth. Oh to 
learn of Ebed-Melech ! His was the ingenuity of 
kindness. His goodness was full of forethought. 
Let us be companions of kindly kindness. Let us 
so live and love that each of us may be worthy to 
be called what Mr. Spurgeon called Sir J. Y. Simp- 
son, " that dear angel of mercy." 

6. Ebed-Melech achieved a Great Ser- 
vice WITH Poor Instruments. 

He emancipated a prophet, saved a right precious 
life, perpetuated a noble ministry, and laid the 
ages under infinite obligation. And how did he 
accomplish this ? By means of rags and cords ! 
Ebed-Melech delivered Jeremiah from the dungeon 
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by such contemptible means. " Cords *' and " old 
cast clouts and old rotten rags ! " Tell it out that 
the brave Ethiopian by such feeble instrumentalities 
undid an atrocious evil, and established an infinite 
good. 

What wonders the mighty God has accomplished 
by " the weak things of this world " ! His agents 
cannot explain His effects. Omnipotence requires 
not elaborate organizations. 

Often has God given to His servants to achieve 
wondrous results by slender instruments. God's 
most skilled workmen have demonstrated their 
skill by the use of poor tools. Samson slays 
" heaps upon heaps " with the jawbone of an ass. 
Jesus Christ feeds hungry thousands with a few 
loaves and fishes. 

Some of heaven's most effective messengers have 
not been intellectually sublime. Transcendent 
deeds have been done by ignorant and unlettered 
men who have been with Jesus. It is not the 
fineness of our instruments but the spirit of our 
work which is the secret of spiritual service. We 
may be adroit fishers of men and may gather them 
of every sort into the kingdom of God, though our 
lines and nets be poor and rough and by no means 
" up to date." 

Oh, art thou hesitating to do service for God and 
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man because thine instrumentalities are mean ? No 
longer delay on such grounds. Remember Ebed- 
Melech and his cords and rags. Be filled with the 
Spirit, and thou shalt do exploits. It is a poor 
workman who grumbles at his tools. To the 
work! lest whilst lamenting thine ill-equipped- 
ness the evening shadows gather. When the curfew 
tolls may our work be done. 

7. Faith in God was the Secret of Ebed- 
Melech's deed. 

How do we know that ? God Himself declared 
it. God bade Jeremiah take a delightsome mes- 
sage to Ebed-Melech, and the climax of the message 

was this : " Because thou hast put thy trust in Me, 
saith the Lord" (Jer. xxxix. 18). When God 
assures a man that he is a believer, verily he has 
not believed in vain ! Have you this witness ? 
Does God commission His prophet to tell you 
" thou hast put thy trust in Me, saith the Lord " ? 
Best of all, does the Holy Spirit bear witness with 
your spirit that you have believed and do believe 
in God your Saviour? Ebed-Melech's faith was 
proved by his conduct. His valiant deliverance of 
Jeremiah was not mere valour, nor mere pity, it 
was the heroism of faith in God. Ebed-Melech 
merits a place in the heroic gallery of the eleventh 
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chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews. Doubtless 
he would have been there but that time failed the 
writer to tell. 

Be it ours to prove our faith by conduct. " Faith 
apart from works is barren." If we put our trust 
in God in such manner as God approves, our life 
will sparkle with lovely deeds. Faith is the fount 
of holy living. The clue to great conduct is great 
faith. We shall brave danger, and utter our con- 
viction, and rescue the perishing if we put our 
trust in God. 

It is a great commendation of faith that it evokes 
deeds like those of Ebed-Melech. The believer is 
the philanthropist. He who trusts God serves 
man. Oh, soul of mine, know thou " the inward 
path." " Lord, increase our faith." 

8. Ebed-Melech received his Reward of 
God. 

He saved the life of Jeremiah ; the Lord recom- 
penses him by a promise of life when judgement 
shall sweep upon the guilty. This is the mes- 
sage sent of God by Jeremiah to the believ- 
ing Ethiopian. " Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, 
the God of Israel, Behold, I will bring My words 
upon this city for evil and not for good ; and 
they shall be accomplished before thee in that 
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day. But I will deliver thee in that day, saith the 
Lord ; and thou shalt not be given into the hand 
of the men of whom thou art afraid. For I will 
surely deliver thee, and thou shalt not fall by the 
sword, but thy life shall be for a prey unto thee : 
because thou hast put thy trust in Me, saith the 
Lord " (Jer. xxxix. 16-18). 

Jeremiah could not adequately reward Ebed- 
Melech, therefore, as Matthew Henry puts it, 
"Jeremiah turned him over to God to be his 
paymaster." 

And a grand paymaster God always is ! 
Abundant was the recompense Ebed-Melech re- 
ceived. In the desolation of Jerusalem he received 
his life for a prey. Little he deemed when he did 
his splendid deed that his reward would be so vast. 
God surprised him, as He delights to surprise His 
children, with the scale of the recompense. 

Every Ebed-Melech shall receive his reward ot 
the righteous God. Perchance it may be in this 
life, but assuredly it shall be at the final arbitra- 
ment. God will recompense all deeds upon the 
doers. The kindness of God shall crown the 
kindness of man. 

Do you notice how in God's promise of recom- 
pense to the devoted Ethiopian the phrase " in that 
day " is used ? In the New Testament the same 
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phrase is continually used, but with an ineffably 
higher signification. " In that day," at the judge- 
ment seat of Christ, universal award shall be 
made. Verily there is a reward for the believer 
" in that day." What shall we receive of the Lord 
" in that day " ? 



XI 
MARK : A STUDY IN DEVELOPMENT 

"John, whose surname was Mark.** — Acts xii. 12. 

THE phrase "whose surname was" is a con- 
cession to our ignorance. The full and 
proper name was John Mark. The evangelist 
explains to us that Mark is the surname. 

John is the Hebrew name, Mark is the Roman 
name. At the close of this chapter he is called by 
his full name — John Mark. In the next chapter 
he is accorded his Hebrew name alone — John. 
Once again, in chapter xv., he receives his full 
name, then he is called Mark, and always after he 
is known to us by his Roman name of Mark. 
Mark's ministry is peculiarly a Gentile ministry, 
and it is appropriate he should be recognized by 
his Gentile name. 

I want us to gather together the Scripture allu- 
sions to Mark. Perhaps few of us are familiar with 
his record. We know he wrote a gospel^ but what 
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more do we know of him ? Let us piece together 
the scattered references, and perhaps we may find 
thus an entire and beauteous mosaic. 

I. Mark had Abundant Early Advan- 
tages. 

They were so ample and delightful that I fear 
lest we become so engrossed with them as to leave 
ourselves little time for other aspects of his im- 
pressive career. 

Who would not envy Mark his early advantages? 
He was heir of a goodly heritage. A bright 
picture is the picture of Mark's earlier years* 

He had a godly home. Write that first. Always 
write it first. Always write it first in the inven- 
tory of a man's early possessions. Mark's father 
is never mentioned in the New Testament. We 
know neither of his name nor of his history. But 
we are conversant with his mother. Mary was her 
Honourable name. She is one of that choice group 
— the Marys of the ** Memoranda Sacra." 

What a royal woman Mark's mother must have 
been ! We have a peep into her home in the verse 
from which my text is read. There are lovely 
home scenes in Scripture. Rare interiors adorn 
this incomparable gallery. Is there a finer than 
this of the early home of Mark ? What a home 
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to be reared in ! Happy and most enviable Mark ! 
And, O Mark, what a load of responsibility such 
privilege entails! 

Look at this hint of the quality of Mark's child- 
hood home. When Peter was delivered out of 
prison by the angel, whither turned he ? " He 
came to the house of Mary the mother of John, 
whose surname was Mark." Peter went to that 
good woman's house like going home. I want to 
know nothing further of Mary's home than is 
mirrored in that happy circumstance. Mary was 
a Christian of Christians: a heroine among the 
valiant host She was a sister soul to Peter. Her 
hospitable dwelling was the rendezvous of apostles 
and disciples. Every chamber of that home was 
fragrant with Lebanon cedar. 

Another sidelight on Mark's home is in this grand 
descriptive " Where many were gathered together 
praying." Mark's praying mother turned her 
house into a house of prayer ! She gave parties 
for prayer. Do you ever give such parties ? And 
if you did would many accept your invitation ? 

Mary was original in her hospitality, and what 
scope there is today for emulation of her 
originality I 

What a home for a youth to dwell in! Why 
the very servant knew Peter's voice. Is your 
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servant familiar with the voice of the minister of 
Christ ? 

One cannot resist the fascination of the home 
wherein Mark's blissful early years were spent, 
An incalculable factor in the evolution of Mark's 
life is that radiant Christian home of which his 
praying mother was the honoured head. No 
wonder Mark ultimately wrote a gospel when he 
emanated from such a home! 

Many of you had a godly home in your 
youngest years. Have you carried the atmo- 
sphere with you? They who have had such 
youthful environment should walk worthily of it. 
O ye modern Marks, are you conformed to the 
pattern set before your childhood's eyes ? Marks 
in spiritual privilege, you ought to be Marks in 
spiritual achievement A godly home should be a 
lifelong inspiration to strive after all things beauti- 
ful, divine, and eternal. 

Mark had consecrated relatives. That nobly 
planned mother of his we have just admired. 
Who can realize that incarnate benediction ? 
Mark's indebtedness to his splendid mother no 
tongue can tell. But we have an allusion in Colos- 
sians iv. 10 to another of his circle of relatives. 
Mark is there spoken of as " Cousin of Barnabas " 
(R.V.). The influence of a cousin may be very 
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great. Surely such a cousin as Barnabas, that 
gentle, generous, devoted soul, must have stamped 
a noble character on plastic Mark. Were these 
two all Mark's relatives, he was rich almost 
beyond compare in his social circle. I see a 
powerful secret of his career in his relationship 
to souls so great and Christly. 

Certain of us have had similar advantage in our 
youth. Parents, uncles and aunts, cousins, who 
pointed us by their example to the heights of grace. 
Are we firmly planted on the heights today ? 

Mark's early advantages include worldly sub- 
stance. It is evident that this was a characteristic 
of his mother's house. " Many " could and did 
" gather together " there. It was an affluent and 
right hospitable home. All sorts and conditions 
of the Church found welcome there. It was a 
preachers* home, the like of which those early 
preachers rarely found. In a home of plenty, 
where servants were kept and guests abounded, 
Mark spent his golden childhood. His cousin 
Barnabas was evidently a man of substance, for he 
had land to sell, and sold it for the Church's sake. 
Mark's family undoubtedly was dowered with this 
world's goods. And it is a distinct advantage to 
be born into such a circle. Perhaps no class of 
home is so favourable to godliness as one where the 
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pinch of care is unknown and where moderate 
substance is found. Poverty has its awful tempta- 
tions as wealth has. Happy is the youth who is 
screened from the blasts of adversity. Oh that 
from such privileged homes increasing hosts of 
good soldiers of Christ may arise and go forth to 
the holy war. 

Mark had the ineffable advantage in his early 
years of noble friendships, Keble, in his Christian 
Year, apostrophizes Mark as "Companion of the 
Saints." It is an apposite allusion. How it 
must have moulded Mark's character that he con- 
sorted with those great souls who frequented his 
mother's home ! The companion of saints becomes 
himself a saint. We find Mark travelling with 
and identified with Barnabas, and Peter, and Paul. 
Oh what a force such friendship must have been ! 
How much it contributed to Mark's intellectual 
and moral make-up! Would Mark ever have 
written what he did and achieved what he did 
without those illustrious early friendships ? 

Parents, seek to make your boys and girls 
opulent in their friendships. Bring your Mark 
under the spell of Barnabas, and Peter, and Paul. 
Some of us will sing immortal doxologies for the 
splendid fellowships our parents found for us. 

Mark's early felicity includes the fact that he 
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was gifted. We know the brilliant gifts of his 
later years. His gospel is their invincible wit- 
ness. But it seems evident that in youth his gifts 
were ample and notable else he would not 
have been "attendant" of Barnabas and Paul. 
Early his gifts made room for him. The Church 
must encourage gifted youth. Barnabas and Paul 
and Peter had the true instinct Too often the 
prominent in the Church seek to repress youthful 
talent It is a wicked repression. Of all envy 
that which seniority feels towards its juniors is 
basest and most contemptible. Pray God, O 
Church, to give thee a goodly heritage of able 
and brilliant youth. 

Let me conclude the shining story of Mark's 
early advantages by adding that he was early con- 
verted and early useful Tradition has been busy 
with Mark's youth as with his whole career, but 
tradition is a poor substitute for history. Was 
Mark a Levite in his younger days ? Barnabas, his 
cousin, was, and it has been surmised that Mark 
also was. Was he a disciple of Christ himself? 
So some have thought, but surely it is entirely 
unlikely. Under whom was Mark converted ? 
Who was the honoured instrunient ? I think we 
can hardly doubt it was Peter. In i Peter v. 13, 
the apostle lovingly speaks of Mark as " my son." 
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Through his mother's friend, the minister who fre- 
quented his mother's home, was Mark led to the 
Saviour. Happy minister who lures to Jesus the 
children of the Christian homes wherein he tarries ! 
Have you young people who share Mark's early 
privileges also shared his early experience of sal- 
vation in Christ? 

Mark soon was at work for his Saviour, and 
seems to have revelled in the loved employ. In 
Acts xiii. 5 we read that Barnabas and Saul " had 
John to their attendant " (R. V.). It was a grand 
exercise, training, discipline to be " attendant " on 
such workers and in such work. When youth 
gives itself to useful service for its Lord, glowing 
prophecies may well go before on it. What are 
you young souls doing for Christ and His Church ? 
Whose " attendant " are you ? Blessed the Joshuas, 
and Samuels, and Marks, and Timothys who early 
give pledge of distinguished service. Oh, young 
man, keep up the memorable succession ! 

Such clustering and fragrant advantages had 
Mark. A morning so bright should augur a day 
resplendent with the glory that excelleth. 

2. Mark had a Spiritual Lapse at a 
Critical Time. 

The glowing morn was speedily overcast. In 
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Acts xiii. 1 3 we read " John departed from them 
[** Paul and his company "], and returned to Jeru- 
salem." This reads ominously. John Mark has 
been happy in missionary service up to this point. 
His young manhood has gleamed with fire divine. 
And suddenly there is this lapse at a period of life 
when such lapse is peculiarly dangerous. He 
"returned to Jerusalem" — went home to his 
mother ! He threw up his commission. He broke 
away from his hallowed companionships. He 
resigned God's Work. Why this formidable lapse ? 
Did he see that the missionary journey on which 
Paul and his company were starting would involve 
heavy work, and did he shrink from the toil ? Or 
did he dread the new conditions of service that 
awaited him? Or was the prospect of serving 
under fresh leaderships unwelcome to him? We 
cannot say. The motive of this lapse is not 
recorded. 

But alas ! the lapse itself is historified. It deeply 
and painfully impressed Paul. It was long before 
Paul could reconcile himself to Mark as a Chris- 
tian worker. When Barnabas desired (Acts xv. 
38) to take Mark on a subsequent missionary 
journey, " Paul thought not good to take with them 
him who withdrew from them from Pamphilia, and 
went not with them to the work." Sad that Mark 
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could be correctly delineated as " him who withdrew 
from them, and went not with them to the work." 
It was surely Nemesis enough that Paul should so 
describe him. Paul had slight patience with a 
young man who sent in his resignation. "The 
work" was everything to Paul, and for Mark to 
withdraw was infamy in the ardent Apostle's 
estimation. 

Mark did not so lapse as to lose his religion. 
Grace restrained him from calamity so dire. But 
the tone of his religion was lowered. The fires 
which had shaken his young soul fell away to silent 
ashes. The spring verdure withered. Mark lost 
the sacrificial passion. In his spring a strange 
wintertide set in. 

Let young workers for the Master learn a moni- 
tory lesson here. Beware of withdrawment. Let 
no present-day leader of the Church have to 
describe you as " him who withdrew." Pray cease- 
lessly for grace to be " always abounding in the 
work of the Lord." A devotion lost in youth is 
not easily regained. 

You may never lose your religion, but you may 
lapse into commonplace pietism. Keep up the 
heroic spirit. Cleave to your enthusiasms. Do 
and dare. Beware of lightly resigning your func- 
tion in the church. Resignation may lead to con- 
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demnation. To the work ! To constant and 
increasing work ! Let your Pamphilia be a point 
not of lapse, but of new consecration, new enter- 
prise, new valour. 

3. A Great Reinstatement was accorded 
TO Mark. 

Thank God the young evangelist came out of 
the eclipse. He was abundantly restored. He 
recovered his place in apostolic esteem. Nay, he 
more than recovered that so-to-be-de^red place. 
In Colossians iv. 10 Paul writes of Mark " If he 
come unto you, receive himP How much that 
appeal implies of Mark's development ! God had 
restored to him the period the locusts had eaten. 
He has so made headway as that his retrogression 
is now forgotten. A while back Paul would not 
have bade a Christian community to " receive him." 
But Mark has won his spurs again nevermore to 
lose them. Writing to Philemon, Paul (Philemon 
24) classes Mark among his "fellow-workers." 
There is another welcome evidence of reinstate- 
ment A little season since Mark went not to the 
work, and Paul wrote bitter things concerning him. 
Now happily the scene is changed, and Mark is 
grouped among Paul's fellow workers. No grander 
honour could a Christian crave than to be denomi- 
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nated a fellow worker by Paul himself. Such 
honour now lights Mark's brows. A yet more 
impressive testimony to Mark's ample reinstate- 
ment is found in 2 Timothy iv. 11, where Paul 
writes : " Take Mark, and bring him with thee ; for 
he is useful to me for ministering " (R. V.). The 
black past is all forgotten now ! Instead of " he 
withdrew,*' it is " he is useful ! " The wound is 
healed. Paul longs for fellowship with the friend 
whose friendship is the stronger for its fracture. 

Every errant Mark may ,be reinstated in the 
favour of Christ and of His Church. All dreary 
yesterdays may be forgotten in bright tomorrows. 
If any man has surrendered his trust let him 
hasten to assume it again. We may, through grace, 
wipe out all sad memories. Today's new fidelity 
may efface past infidelities. Mark may recover his 
old estate ! Brethren, the time is short ; let us 
hasten to claim reinstatement. Be not lax, apa- 
thetic, nerveless. Begin new crusades of holy 
valour. Begin today. And the man over whom 
the Church mourned shall be the man of whom 
heaven shall loudly sing, " He is useful." 

4. Mark evoked the Admiration of the 
Good. 

What an earthly heaven is this ! When the 
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best think best of us our cup of blessing is full 
to overflowing. The highest honour next to 
Christ's " Well done " is the plaudit of a saint. 
This honour had Mark. Few in the New Testa- 
ment had greater encomium. How Barnabas 
delighted in him I His soul clave to him. Even 
after that sad lapse Paul's indisposition to take 
Mark on missionary pilgrimage caused the gentle 
Barnabas to engage in " sharp " contention. The 
fire did not easily kindle in Barnabas, but he so 
prized Mark that Paul's inappreciation of Mark 
stung him into sharp quarrel. The wrath of Bar- 
nabas is the measure of his admiration for Mark. 
It is no light tribute to Mark that his character 
evoked the praise of Barnabas. 

How Peter delighted in him! "My son" (i 
Peter v. 1 3) is the epithet by which Peter signifies 
how intense is his belief in and love for Mark. A 
man whom Peter calls " son," must have been far 
above the common type. It means more than 
that Mark was Peter's convert ; it reveals the ten- 
derly affectionate value that he set upon him. 

That Mark was so beloved of Peter is proof of 
the royal quality of Mark. How Paul came to 
prize Mark and to eulogise him we have already 
seen. " Receive him " is an injunction which is 
also an appreciation. " Fellow- workers " is a desig- 
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nation which is also an encomium. " He is useful 
for ministering " is a statement which is also a 
precious estimation. When Paul accorded a 
laurel wreath the man who won it was indeed 
of heroic mould. 

Oh happy Mark, to evoke such tribute ! George 
Dawson suggested as an epitaph for Cromwell, 
" He was the friend of Milton." A happy sugges- 
tion it was. No greater glory need Cromwell have 
than that. And I can indicate no nobler element 
in Mark than is implied in this — that he was the 
friend of Barnabas, and Peter, and Paul. 

Let us prize the favour of the good. Let us 
honestly win it. All praises of saintly souls are 
bright anticipations of the Saviour's praises in " that 
day." 

5. Mark achieved brilliantly for God. 

This has been all but demonstrated already. 
Yet a crowning demonstration is to be added. 
Mark wrote the gospel which bears his name. The 
best criticism today accepts that fact. None will 
divest Mark of that glory now. 

Read Mark's wonderful gospel if you would see 
Mark as he truly was and is. The gospel accord- 
ing to Mark is primarily a picture of Jesus Christ, 
but secondarily a picture of Mark. None can 
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reveal Christ without revealing themselves. How 
subtly and infallibly Christ reveals " the thoughts 
of many hearts." 

Yes. The best portraiture of Mark is found in 
his gospel ! Have you perused Mark's gospel 
lately? I beg you once again read and digest 
those sixteen amazing chapters. What an achieve- 
ment is that gospel ! 

It may be that it was Mark's memoranda out of 
which, as out of a seedplot, the other gospels 
sprang. Familiarize yourselves with the " notes '' 
of Mark's gospel. 

We speak of Mark as a synoptist. But there is 
a remarkable originality about him. He is not a 
synoptist in a sense which implies lack of in- 
dividuality. Mark's gospel is full of Mark's 
personality. He was a word and not an echo 

Mark is the briefest of the gospellers. His 
terseness is proverbial. Who could tell a thing so 
sententiously as Mark? And yet there is a 
certain copiousness about his phraseology. If his 
style is terse there is in it no hint of barrenness. 
Mark was eloquent. The " strawiness " of style 
which often characterises the modern evangelistic 
pulpit has no sanction ia Mark. He is great in 
detail. I know how keen an observer Mark was 
when I carefully read his gospel. He sees every 
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point. He notes all the folds of the robe. This 
artist of the truth beholds all the manicolouredness 
of the truth. 

Mark's vision of Christ is right impressive. The 
Christ of active majesty is the Christ of Mark. He 
sees the Saviour for himself. And a glorious 
Saviour he appears on these vivid pages. 

Action is distinctive of Mark's gospel. All is 
life, movement, vigour. Here again the tempera- 
ment of the author is in writing, for those ancient 
writers were not mere pens — they were inspired 
penmen. 

Mark's is the most realistic and dramatic of the 
gospels. You who have the histrionic or scenic 
instinct should specially give yourselves to this 
arrestive gospel. Distinctly chronological too is 
this gospel. Mark knows and notifies the times 
and seasons. 

It has been often called " The disciple's gospel," 
for Mark constantly alludes to the disciples. He 
sees the glory of discipleship and honours the 
calling. 

Mark, too, is often spoken of as " The inter- 
preter of Peter." And in a deep sense such he 
was. He interprets divine things from Peter's 
standpoint. He reflects the views of his spiritual 
father. He expounds Peter's " gospel " to the 
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ages. In this lies not the least of his signi- 
ficance and worth. 

Did not Mark achieve a brilliant service for his 
God in giving us this vivid and breathing gospel ? 

Cannot you do something brilliant for your 
Lord ? Why should not Christ have " a portion 
with the great " in you ? O ye who are bright, 
talented, ambitious, attempt and do great things 
for your heavenly king. 

But thanks be to God if we cannot write a 
brilliant gospel we can make our lives glorious 
gospels of God. 

6. Mark's was a rounded career of 
Consecration. 

He began early to serve his Master. As a youth 
he was enlisted under Emmanuel's banner. That 
is good indeed. But what is better, he spent the 
years of his life in the Master's service. He fought 
under Christ's banner till the sun went down. 

How long he lived we do not know. But the 
probabilities point to a good long life. And it was 
a life religiously complete. True, its tone varied. 
The light was not always at meridian glory, some- 
times it was " not clear nor dark." There is, as we 
have seen, a dark line in this life story, but as a 
whole it is a luminous tale. From youth to age 
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Mark served his Saviour. The days of his fruitful 
life were bound each to each by supernatural 
piety. Mark's career of consecration is not a 
broken arc but a perfect circle. 

Oh that all our dear young people might live 
such an abundant life ! O that we may all, 
through grace, look back upon such golden years ! 

Let those who are on the threshold of their 
history hasten like Mark to dedicate themselves, 
their talents, gifts, and graces, to the Lord that 
bought them. Begin early. Continue faithfully. 
End triumphantly. 

Some of us will have to review a poor frag- 
mentary life. Blessed they who, Mark like, shall 
look back upon a perfect whole. Life has no higher 
felicity than such a retrospect. TTo be able to cry 
" I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
course, I have kept the faith," this is rapture! 
This is glory flashing forth at the gates of death ! 

Tradition says that Mark became a bishop and 
a martyr. Tradition also says, and it has been 
busy about Mark, that his body was ultimately 
removed to Venice and buried there. St. Mark's 
of Venice is dedicated to his fragrant memory. 
The lion, the emblem of Mark, is blazoned on the 
standard of the Venetian republic. The part and 
lot of Venice in Mark is very uncertain, very 
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dubious indeed. But one thing is certain by the 
grace of Christ, that we all may spiritually have 
part and lot in Mark. Let " the lion of the tribe 
of Judah " be our emblem as it was Mark's. Be 
we valiant fighters under the banner of Mark. 
May that " banner proud ** ever float above our 
heads, and may we live up to the glory of our 
banner. 



XII 

BARNABAS AND HIS WINSOME 
DISCIPLESHIP 

'* Barnabas, which is being interpreted, The Son of Consolation." 

— Acts iv. 36 

WE all speak of this loveable man by the 
name of Barnabas. But how many of us 
know that this is not his real name? His proper 
and original name is Joseph. " Who by the 
apostles was surnamed Barnabas." It was a happy 
inspiration so to name him. The name is the 
mirror of the nature. He had dropped the old 
Levitical associations, and the old name is dis- 
carded. New characters demand new names. 
Joseph is forgotten now, Barnabas is immortal. 

I. Barnabas first comes before us with 
A burst of splendid Generosity. 

He emerges suddenly into view. Certain Bible 
personalities are very dramatic in their unan- 
nouncedness. They appear without any intro- 
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duction. They burst upon us. Elijah did. He 
breaks on us like a tremendous thunderstorm. 
And he was an embodied thunderstorm. Bar- 
nabas beams unexpectedly upon the Church like 
a flood of sunlight. And he was an incarnation of 
sunshine. 

His sudden advent into history is on this wise. 
A wonderful passion of voluntary communism had 
come upon the Pentecostal Christians. A financial 
revival was an expression of religious revival. 
Possessors of land and houses sold their property 
and laid the money, in fervent and grateful sacri- 
fice, at the apostles' feet. 

Barnabas flashes on us in this happy epoch. 
Up to this we have no certain knowledge of 
him. We know not of his birth or of his birth- 
place. The R.V. tells us he was " a man of Cyprus 
by race," but whether he had been born in that 
fertile and opulent island in the far east of the 
Mediterranean we cannot say. He was " a Levite." 
But how long he had served and how he had 
served we are unable to affirm. His parents, his 
training, his conversion, his fellowship in the gospel 
up to this sunburst of liberality — of all these things 
we are ignorant There lives no record. 

We see the man, the splendid man, first in this 
splendid deed of self-denial. " Having land " 
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(R.V. a field), he " sold it, and brought the money, 
and laid it at the apostles' feet" 

"Having land," says James Smetham in one 
of those precious letters of his — "What a great 
deal is implied in the words * having land ! ' And 
here is * the Son of Consolation * pacing his 
(paternal?) acres, the Cyprian fields, thinking of 

. Did he never wander there like Isaac with 

his hands behind him, musing at eventide ? " 

But the spirit of the Lord came upon Barnabas, 
and the land fragrant with memories, precious 
because of " owners and occupants of earlier date," 
and precious for its revenue to its owner, was 
cheerfully, exultingly sold, and the money, radiant 
money, was laid at the apostles' feet 

Splendid that outburst of sacrificial generosity ! 
Magnificent that surrender of patrimony. Bar- 
nabas was a poor man ever after. Like Paul he 
henceforth supported himself by manual toil. 
Swathed in a bright cloud of self-sacrificing gene- 
rosity does Barnabas eflfect an entry into Christian 
history. 

We need know nothing of his aforetime bio- 
graphy when we witness that kindling deed. We 
full well know him by this glorious effluence of 
his soul. 

How delectable such splendid deeds of gene- 
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rosity! They have often graced and irradiated 
the story of the saints. I know of few finer 
examples of the Barnabas succession than Dr. 
Pusey and his devoted wife. Albeit our repro- 
bation of Pusey as an ecclesiastic, seldom has the 
world held a greater saint. He sold his highly 
prized Arabic library, and his wife sold her jewels 
that they might contribute ;£" 10,000 anonymously 
towards church building in the poorest part of 
London. After Barnabas I hardly know of so 
splendid an outflash of self- forgetting love as 
that of Pusey and his wife. I knew, in one of my 
charges, a prosperous merchant who, when a great 
financial inspiration had fallen on his church, sold 
his horses and carriages and contracted his mode 
of living that he might give thousands to the 
coflfers of his much-loved church. He too was 
in the rare succession of Barnabas. So was right 
notably that commercial St. Francis, Frank 
Crossley of Manchester, when he parted with his 
splendid mansion and grounds and went to live 
henceforth in rooms adjoining his Mission Hall in 
one of the dreariest districts of Manchester. 

Have we been baptized with the baptism of 
Barnabas ? Are we in any faint degree followers 
of this man of chivalric impulse ? Do we, or did 
we ever, emulate Barnabas and Pusey, and that 
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Metropolitan Methodist, and Frank Crossley, the 
saint of Manchester ? " Who then is willing to 
fill his hands this day unto the Lord ? " Might 
it be that certain of us might do something heroical 
for Christ and His Church ! In gift of substance 
or dower of self who will rival Barnabas ? Wanted, 
and sorely wanted, modern Barnabases ! 

Whether he had been, as some suppose, one of 
the seventy disciples I neither know nor care. 
From this day when he in superb self-sacrifice 
sells his land, Barnabas stands out grand and 
glorious — a shining example of Christly self- 
immolation. Barnabas must evermore be a type 

of delightful and exuberant generosity. 

Nor did he ever decline from the sunlit heights 
he had attained. Barnabas was not as some who 
shrink back. There are those who have begun 
their Christian career right auspiciously and com- 
pleted it right ordinarily ; or early in their course 
they shone out gloriously and wrought special 
miracles of love and service, but their continu- 
ance was not harmonious with their early disciple- 
ship. Some have raised splendid hopes concerning 
themselves, and glowing prophecies went before on 
them, but they have disappointed the fond hopes 
and the sanguine prophecies have been unfulfilled. 
Not so Barnabas. His history is no anticlimax to 
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the grandeur of his first appearance. Dean Farrar 
speaks of his career as marked by " self-effacing 
nobleness." That happy phrase happily tells the 
spirit of his whole discipleship. He continued as 
he began. His entry is glorious, and the golden 
glory of the entry floods his path. O ye who have 
begun well, continue well. You have started as 
brave athletes, so run your race and reach the 
goal. " He that endureth to the end shall be 
saved " — and he that endures heroically shall have 
abundant and unspeakable salvation. 

2. Barnabas had an impressive Person- 
ality. 

No common man in any element of his nature 
was this notable son of the early church. Physically 
his personality was remarkable. How do we know 
this? Turn to Acts xiv. 12, and read how the 
Lycaonians named him. " They called Barnabas 
Jupiter.'' Astounded at Paul's miraculous deed 
the people of Lycaonia exclaimed, "The Gods 
are come down to us in the likeness of flesh." 
Incarnation has been the dream of heathen religions 
as it is the substantial fact of Christianity : and 
they called Paul Mercurius because he was the 
chief speaker — chief in matter though perhaps not 
in style or manner : for there are those who deem 
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that poetic passage concerning God in nature which 
was spoken at Lycaonia as rather the utterance 
of Barnabas than Paul. It is scarcely like Paul 
to dilate so poetically on nature. " They called 
Barnabas Jupiter." Why ? Did you ever trouble 
to ask why ? If you did you had a portraiture 
of the physical personality of Barnabas. 

Jupiter in Roman Mythology is Zeus in the 
mythology of the Greeks. And this god is the 
emperor of gods. The whole constitution of 
nature is supposed to be moulded by him. He 
hurls the lightnings and bids the thunders boom. 
There was no deity like Jupiter. Before the over- 
whelming grandeur and insufferable awfulness of 
Jupiter the glories of all other gods paled. 

Now how much it is significant of that the 
heathen folk of Lycaonia called Barnabas Jupiter ! 
He was evidently commanding, dignified, noble, 
and venerable in appearance. 

Nor let any depreciate physical personality. 
There is no virtue in being a Zacchaeus. Physical 
nobility may be an element of power and a secret 
of influence. 

Nor let us neglect the culture of a vigorous and 
commendable physical personality. Do not de- 
preciatingly say " Beauty is only skin deep." How 
much deeper is ugliness ? 
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Above all we do well to remember that we to a 
large degree fashion our own physical personality. 
Our inner nature signs and attests itself in our 
physiognomy and form. Sensualism appears in 
the porcine face. An ugly soul often utters itself 
in the ugly mien. Barnabas is an illustration of 
a noble spirit appropriately housed in a noble 
form. 

His mental personality must have been note- 
worthy. That he was an educated man is 
sufficiently indicated by his being a Levite. He 
was almost certainly a cultured man. His com- 
fortable, if not affluent, circumstances would 
suggest that Tradition says he was a pupil of 
Gamaliel. Surely he was a collegiate. Had he 
studied at the same college in Tarsus with Saul ? 
And does that explain his knowledge of Saul and 
his early intimacy with him ? I will not hesitate 
to assert that one cannot peruse the fugitive notices 
of Barnabas without coming to the conclusion that 
his whole deportment and temper was that of an 
educated man. Was there not an Olympian note 
about this consecrated intellect? Did not the 
tone of his mind and his quality of speech suggest 
the name of Jupiter ? 

Morally his personality was sublimely im- 
pressive. What think ye of Barnabas as a saint ? 
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How reposeful ! How zealous ! How self-abnegat- 
ing ! How tender ! What a great heart he was ! 
Dean Farrar speaks of the " dignity and sweetness 
of his character." Truly to have fellowship with 
Barnabas is to breathe pure and aromatic air. Are 
we cultivating a sweet yet strong moral person- 
ality? Have we been with Barnabas? 

Above all have we been with Jesus? Wanted 
souls like Barnabas in these days of unsaintly 
Christianity ! Oh for the multiplication of such 
illustrious souls in thesei times of spiritual common- 
placeness ! 

3. Barnabas was "a soul of nobler tone." 

We have a lovely etching of this lovely man 
from the vivid pencil of St. Luke. In Acts xi. 24 
he is thus pourtrayed — " He was a good man and 
full of the Holy Ghost, and of faith." What triple 
grace ! " He was a good man." Let us define that 
word "good." It has lost caste of late times. We 
call a man good today who is just, conscientious, 
rigorous in his morality. Bull-dog-like Christians (?) 
are described as good men. But the word good of 
old time looked in very different directions. 

Paul differentiates between the "righteous" man 
and the " good " man. We have lost that differ- 
entiation now. When Luke says Barnabas was a 

14 
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good man, he means he was a loveable, charmful, 
sympathetic man ; a man gentle with the gentle- 
ness of Christ Luke declares that he was ''full of 
the Holy Ghost" He was a man of spiritual 
intensity. Flowers and golden harvests adorned 
the mountain slopes, but volcanic fires flamed 
within it " Full of" is a great term with Luke. 
By it he is constantly describing intensity of char- 
acter. Barnabas was God-possessed. Barnabas 
was swallowed up of the Divine. Barnabas was as 
ardent as he was tender. His goodness was made 
awe-inspiring by his fullness of the Holy Ghost 

Moreover Luke adds that he was " full of faith." 
He had that faith which Hort describes so aptly as 
a vision and an allegiance. He saw God in Christ 
and so trusted Him as to consecrate himself to un- 
ceasing bond-service. 

Oh grand character! goodness, fullness of the 
Holy Ghost, faith ! Blessed they who are daily in 
quest of these high graces. Such men are un- 
answerable arguments for the religion of Christ 
Barnabases are conclusive testimonies to the super- 
natural. In whatever church we find such souls 
let us burst forth in glad doxology in their behalf. 
Seek ye a proof of Christ ? Find it overwhelmingly 
in the character of Barnabas. 
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4. Barnabas was a "Son of Consola- 
tion." 

That IS the A.V. reading of this happy name, 
with which the Apostles crowned him. This may 
not be the most acceptable rendering of the great 
term. The R. V., as we shall see, prefers another 
word, and relegates the word " consolation " to the 
margin. But there is diflFerence of opinion on this 
point among some of our most able exegetes. And 
certainly its retention in the margin of the R.V. 
shows that some of the revisers preferred it as most 
adequately representing the Greek idea. It is at 
any rate an alternative rendering. 

" A son of consolation." Who can do justice to 
such a phrase ? Who can overpraise so exquisite 
a type of character ? I think it is Dean Church 
who finely speaks of Barnabas as an earthly reflec- 
tion of the Paraclete. Barnabas had the genius of 
comfort. He was great in the holy art of cheering, 
soothing, bracing the dolorous and the depressed. 
Barnabas had a hand so deft and gentle that he 
could wipe a tear away without hurting the cheek 
down which it flowed. He had the master grace 
of heartening people. When he spoke to grief- 
stricken or disconsolate men they saw the bright 
light which is in the clouds. " A son of consola- 
tion " — that is the ideal Christian. Christianity is 
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vigorous comfort No grander designation of the 
Saviour is recorded than this — " The Consolation 
of Israel." And is there a more lovely title of God 
than this—" The God of all comfort " ? 

Professor Drummond says very truly — " Next 
to righteousness the greatest word of Christianity 
is comfort Christianity has almost a monopoly of 
comfort." 

Be we sons of consolation. Do not let modern 
life make us hard. Tenderness is the very genius 
of Christianity. Let nothing make us cynical. Do 
not grow callous and unsympathetic. It is no sign 
of strength to be untender. "I said in my haste. 
All men are liars" — ^and he was a liar himself when 
he said so, for all men are not liars. 

Oh beware of the cynical spirit ! There is 
nothing more fatally antithetic to the Cross of 
Christ Be, and persist to be, " a son of consola- 
tion." And oh what scope for such a function 
there ever is in this sad sad world ! The son of 
consolation is never antiquated. He is always the 
man of the hour in church and in state. He will 
never wear his welcome out 

5. Barnabas rejoiced in Revival. 

This is again a very endearing quality of the 
winsome man. In Acts xi. 23 we are reminded 
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of how he comported himself when he reached 
Antioch, deputed by them of Jerusalem to examine 
into and report upon the revival there. It was a 
glorious work of grace which had broken out in 
privileged Antioch. Men of Cyprus and Cyrene 
had visited Antioch " preaching the Lord Jesus." 
" And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a 
great number that believed turned unto the Lord." 
The Church at Jerusalem had heard the report of 
this revival, and Barnabas is commissioned to the 
scene of it. How did he treat the gracious occa- 
sion ? " When he was come, and had seen the 
grace of God he was glad'* Barnabas was de- 
lighted with pure delight at this blissful revival. 
And he exhorted the converts " that with purpose 
of heart they would cleave unto the Lord." 

There are men who visiting scenes of revival are 
not "glad." They are skilled in pouring cold 
water upon enthusiasm. They have the unholy 
art of discouragement. Some might have been sent 
to Antioch who would speedily have stamped the 
revival out. Barnabas rejoiced in the specialities 
of grace. Do you ? Are you glad when the holy 
fire is kindled ? Do you talk it up or do you talk 
it down ? Which ? 
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6. Barnabas was the associate of and 
appreciator of the good. 

He was gregarious in his Christian faith. He 
seems to have loved the fellowship of saints. 
Especially he was the appreciant companion of 
the distinguished saints. Consider his loyalty to 
Paul. How well content he was to walk in PauFs 
shadow ! His gentle spirit was purged of all 
jealousy. He was so jealous for the Lord that 
he could not be jealous of the Lord's people. To 
be in the shadow of Paul was glory to Barnabas. 
Paul never had a more loyal and admiring allegiant 
than Barnabas. 

Then look at his association with and apprecia- 
tion of his cousin Mark. And read the records to 
see and admire his spirit of comradeship with all 
believers. He recognized instantly the masonic 
spirit of Christianity, and he responded to it when- 
ever and wherever he found it 

O my soul, come thou more and more into 
Barnabas' blessed secret. " I am a companion of 
all them that fear Thee." " I believe in the com- 
munion of saints." Can the good in every church 
or outside the churches rely upon it that you 
appreciate them and have spirit-fellowship with 
them ? Are the good your " own company " ? 
Oh, we need to have it so ! Dp not be a solitary in 
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your religious life. Christianity is a companion- 
ship. Faith has a social loyalty. 

We are wise to cultivate a warm appreciation of 
good men in whatever ecclesiastical latitudes we 
find them. ** A lover of good men" should be a 
characterization of every Christian. They are 
chosen souls who are chivalrous towards the saints 
as Barnabas was. 

7. Barnabas was a notable preacher. 

Herein lies the appositeness of the title which 
the R.V. confers upon him — "son of exhortation." 
The Hebrew equivalent of the Greek phrase might 
be rendered " son of prophecy." He was evidently 
a distinguished utterer of God's messages. He 
manifestly was a faithful and acceptable herald of 
the Gospel. The Apostles recognized his preach- 
ing gift when they baptized him " son of exhorta- 
tion." He was a son of Christian prophecy. 

Barnabas was called of God to be a preacher. 
The mandate came forth to the church from the 
Holy Ghost, " Separate me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work whereunto I have called them." 

That is ever the infallible order ; first the calling 
of the Holy Ghost, then the ecclesiastical separa- 
tion or ordination. Alas ! it appears too often as if 
the ordination of men were no sure sign of the 
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Divine call. Only God can call a preacher ! Woe 
to the Church that refuses to ordain a called iSan 
or ordains a man whom the Holy Ghost has never 
called. The crying want of the pulpit is men who 
evidently are called whether they be ordained or 
no. May the called saints ever have a succession 
of called apostles. 

It was patent that Barnabas was called, not be- 
cause he was separated but by reason of the quality 
of his ministry. Then and now that is the only 
assured test. When the people heard the son of 
exhortation they needed no persuasion that he was 
called of God. Preaching proves the preacher's 
call. Exhortation or prophecy or preaching was 
so a characteristic of Barnabas that he was called 
in oriental phrase "son of exhortation." 

Barnabas was a notable preacher not alone in 
gift but in matter. What was the staple of his 
teaching? We have an instance in a passage 
already quoted. At Antioch " he exhorted them 
all that with purpose of heart they would cleave 
unto the Lord!* " The Lord " was his theme. The 
Lord, and vital relationship with the Lord, this was 
his congenial subject of discourse. Elsewhere we 
read of him having "the word" as his topic. " The 
Lord " and " the word " — it wias along such planes 
of doctrine this heaven- fashioned preacher moved. 
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Dean Church says, " Barnabas and Saul head 
the* great company of the preachers to the end of 
time." To the end of time may such preachers 
grace and vitalize and popularize all the pulpits of 
all the Churches. Sons of exhortation assure the 
undeclining power of the pulpit 

8. Barnabas was a Devoted Toiler. 

A son of exhortation may neglect his gift, and 
may chiefly neglect it by sloth in service. How 
much did this preacher preach ? He is more than 
once called an Apostle. I wonder why. Was it 
not mainly because of his devoted and unresting 
service ? He was indeed apostolic in labours. If 
therein Paul was ** more abundant, " certainly 
Barnabas was abundant. What an impression of 
his activity we gather from the New Testament 
allusions to him ! He sets forth with Paul upon 
his first missionary journey and labours in Cyprus 
and Asia Minor. Three times he goes on deputa- 
tion in sacred interests. His is a life of active 
service. The once Levite cannot toil too assidu- 
ously in the ministry of the One who is greater 
than the temple. All the zeal and fidelity and 
affection of his great heart flow out in apostolic 
activities ; toiling hard for the bread of life, he toils 
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also for the meat that perisheth and will be chai^e- 
able to none. 

Well may we all seek the inspiration of his 
industry. Modern apostles should importunately 
seek of the Lord to labour as did the early 
apostles. Oh for ever new grace to constrain us 
to ever new service. As we ruminate on the happy 
toil of Barnabas let there be great searching's of 
heart as to what we are doing for the Saviour. Are 
we in this regard in the succession of Barnabas ? 
Are we apostolic in our work ? 

Apostolicity is tested by sacred industry. 
Everywhere clamant spiritual needs appeal to us. 
Churches demand edification in grace. Men and 
women, " strangers to the blood that bought their 
pardon on the tree," need our evangel. O servant 
of the Christ, toil hard, toil ever ! 

9. How sad it is to have to remind you that 
even this captivating man was A party TO A 

QUARREL ! 

It seems incredible, yet so it was. There are 
incredibilities of evil in the lives of saints. 
There are surprises of sin in holiest histories. 
The doleful story is told in Acts xv. 36-9. 
Paul proposed to Barnabas that they should " visit 
the brethren in every city wherein we proclaimed 
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the word of the Lord, and see how they fare." 
Barnabas desired to take with them Mark. " But 
Paul thought not good to take with them him 
who withdrew from them from Pamphilia, and 
went not with them to the work." Then the hot 
coals of jealous anger flamed up. "And there 
arose a sharp contention." The word implies the 
mutual use of sharp language, though it also 
suggests that the anger was of brief duration. 
" A sharp contention " — hot and unworthy words 
were exchanged. Each heart glowed with indig- 
nation. Hissing rivulets of wrath flowed over 
their spirits. And so sharp was the quarrel that 
" they parted asunder one from the other, and 
Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away 
into Cyprus" — and as angry Barnabas retreats 
from us it is a farewell glance we have, for he never 
reappears in New Testament history. 

Which was to blame for this quarrel ? Which 
was wrong? Undoubtedly each was at fault. 
Perhaps Paul had been too resentful against Mark, 
and Barnabas had been too eager to urge the 
claims of his relative. Paul may have been too 
stern and Barnabas too easy. But each wrought 
harm in yielding to such "sharp contention." 
True they became reconciled, and ever after each 
spake lovingly of the other, but never again were 
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they associated in apostolic service. Sad there 
should be this shadow upon so luminous a life ! 
And sad that so often even the sweetest of Christ's 
servants have fallen into the snare of quarreL 
Loving Samuel Rutherford, like Barnabas, ivas 
victimized by the demon of contentiousness. 
Liable we all are to the evil influence. Guard 
against its first approaches. Watch and pray 
continually against it Yield to the uttermost to 
avoid it The Canaanite and the Perizite are in the 
land : let no Abraham and Lot disagree. Become 
a fool in surrender rather than become a party to a 
quarrel. Christ is never more fearfully wounded 
in the house of His friends than when His friends 
are surcharged with wrath. We are prevented 
from glorying even in the fascinating Barnabas by 
this record of his weakness. " Let no man glory 
in man." " He that glorieth, let him glory in the 
Lord." 

ID. Whilst we look on this shadowed side of 
Barnabas* bright character we may note with 
devout regret that THERE ARE HINTS OF A CER- 
TAIN LACK OF FIRMNESS in this delightful apostle. 

When Paul writes of the dissembling Jews he 
tells that " even Barnabas was carried away with 
their dissimulation" (Gal. ii. 13). Perhaps this 
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was the defect of his quality. Genial generous 
magnanimous men are not seldom apt to be want- 
ing in sturdiness. Possibly in his earlier relation to 
Mark a weakness characterized him similar to that 
which appears when he confronted the dissembling 
Jews. Strength and beauty should be in the 
sanctuary of a Christian's life. Rock, not sand, 
should be our similitude. Charm is never so 
enthralling as when it is the bloom of strength. 

II. Again let us note a fine feature in the lovely 
character of Barnabas — HE discerned a man OF 

PROMISE. 

You cannot easily overestimate this quality of 
the aflFectionate apostle. He abounded in what 
Dean Farrar felicitously calls " Charity of insight." 
Twice — be it emphatically remarked — twice Barna- 
bas saved Paul for the service of Christianity. 
When the Jerusalem Church was afraid of receiving 
the new convert it was Barnabas who removed 
the natural prejudice and secured for Saul of 
Tarsus the hospitality of the Church. And when 
the great revival was running its course at Antioch 
Barnabas went to Tarsus for Paul and secured his 
help, and for a year they shared the oversight of 
the Antiochan Church, It is hard to say what 
Paul's Christian history might have been had not 
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Barnabas realized his gifts and graces, his " pro- 
mise and potency/' and summoned him to labour 
at Antioch. Nor must we fail to recognize and 
applaud the noble spirit, the absolute freedom from 
envy, which led Barnabas to call to his fellowship 
in the gospel a man who he must have known 
would inevitably outshine himself. Barnabas was 
willing to be second ! Barnabas is a pattern 
therein to every Christian worker and a strong 
reproof to all who fear their own personal eclipse 
in the Christian Church. 

We may well pray for his " Charity of insight." 
Let us seek to know men. Let us strive to be able 
to discern the promise of youth or of age. Are we 
willing to lend a hand to bring a new apostle to 
the Church? Do we delight in indications of 
future greatness? Barnabas sings celestial dox- 
ologies for the grace that made him quick to 
discern the springtide in the life of Saul of Tarsus. 

12. Barnabas rose "from High to Higher." 

He began a Levite, embraced the Christian 
faith, was anointed for apostleship, and achieved 
greatly, and that in many ways, in the early 
Christian Church. IJis course was a sweet pro- 
gression. His history is a continuous advance 
And his name liveth for even 
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Blessed and elect are they of whom this is true. 
May our lives be dawns shining more and more 
until the perfect day. " Grow in grace." " Go on 
unto perfection." See to it that Levitism becomes 
apostleship. Let our days be one grand ascent to 
" the highest." 

Lovely and pleasant as was Barnabas, what is 
he to his Lord and Master ? Not even Barnabas 
IS our supreme example, but He who loved us and 
redeemed us by His blood. The holiest and 
noblest come far far short of him. Look unto 
Jesus ! Look unto Jesus ! Barnabas was a bright 
star, but Christ is the " Dawn from on high." The 
stars recede and fade when sunrise flashes forth. 
The glory of Barnabas is stellar glory, the glory 
of Christ is solar splendour. 



XIII 

AQUILA AND PRISCILLA: A CHRISTIAN 
HUSBAND AND WIFE 

" A certain Jew named Aquila . . . with his wife Priscilla." 

— Acts xviii. 2. 

THIS is the earliest mention of this godly 
couple in the New Testament. Paul dis- 
covered them. We read that Paul " found " them 
in Corinth. It was a great find ! Few grander 
discoveries have ever been made. 

Paul was a wonderful discoverer. He was 
always finding now a truth, now a grace, now a 
personality. And he was ever finding because he 
was ever seeking. Seek and you will find. Do 
you seldom find beautiful souls as you go to and 
fro ? Have you sought them ? Have you eyes 
and hearts for them ? There might be more 
Aquilas and Priscillas if there were more Pauls 
to find them. 

The Christian husband and wife are named 
several times in the Acts of the Apostles. They 
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are also mentioned in Romans, and in i Cor- 
inthians, and in 2 Timothy. 

The name Aquila means an eagle, and it is a 
Roman name. Perhaps the name is not wholly 
inappropriate, for if he did not take splendid flights 
his vision of things divine was exceptionally keen. 
He was a Pontic Jew — "a man of Pontus by 
race "(Acts xviii. 2 R.V.). It is unlikely that he 
was born in Pontus as the A.V. represents. 

Priscilla is a diminutive of endearment. Prisca 
is the proper form of the name. 

This good woman is invariably called Priscilla. 
It is the name of familiar love, the term of endear- 
ment by which she is known everywhere. Must 
she not have been a very lovable woman ? I 
think the constant use of the name of endearment 
indicates that she had won love by love. 

I. This husband and wife were united 
IN Christian life. 

How significant it is that their names are always 
associated in the records of their period ! Never 
is the husband mentioned alone : never the wife 
alone : always together ! Aquila and Priscilla 
were in this respect an ideal of a Christian husband 
and wife. They were indeed married in the Lord. 

15 
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They were twin stars " bright with borrowed rays 
divine." 

Would it were so with all married people ! Ah, 
would it were so with all Christian couples ! Aquila. 
and Priscilla moved in one godly orbit They 
were united in every good word and work. They 
were one in creed. They were one in devotion. 
They were one in the realized experience of con- 
version. They were one in " being saved." They 
were one in holy zeal for the Saviour : one in love 
of the Church : one in self-forgetting toil for Christ : 
one in the study of truth as it is in Jesus. And 
they were one in the consecration of their home 
for hospitality and for the ministry of the word. 
Do I exaggerate in declaring their Christian union 
idyllic in its full-orbed loveliness ? 

All husbands and wives will profit if they mark 
well this apostolic husband and wife. The Bible 
not unfrequently gives us portraitures of married 
people. Sometimes we find, as in the case of 
Nabal and Abigail, a husband and wife who are 
diametrically opposed to each other in character. 
When sordidness and sublimity are thus associated 
it is pathetic in high degree. Again we find, as in 
the case of Ananias and Sapphira, a married couple 
who are agreed together in what is base and 
devilish: agreed together to lie unto the Holy 
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Ghost ! This is the inferno of matrimony. But 
happy were Aquila and Priscilla, for their love in 
higher love endured, and they were one in the 
nobility of their Christian character and service. 

Truly the Bible is the married people's book. 
It is everybody's book. Here in this example of 
a Christian marriage, we see what all Christian 
marriages should be, and what by grace they 
may be. 

Too often Christian husbands and wives are not 
grandly united in the Lord's service as Aquila 
and Priscilla were. One is ardent and the other 
cold, or one is generous and the other niggardly, 
or one is a dweller in Beulah and the other a 
prisoner in Doubting Castle. Blessed the Aquilas 
and Priscillas who can always be honourably 
named together ! 

A husband and wife who do not hinder each 
other's prayers, who like Zacharias and Elizabeth 
are ^^ both righteous," who are "yoked in all 
exercise of noble end" — such may be joyfully 
assured that their marriage is made in heaven and 
shall be perpetuated in heaven for evermore. 

2. Priscilla is usually named first in 
Scripture. 

This is a fact which cannot escape our notice : 
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it was surely not intended to escape our notice. 
Why is the wife all but invariably first? Paul 
names the godly couple three times, and twice he 
mentions Priscilla first. A similar remark applies 
to the references by Luke. Now what is the 
reason for this? Was she a believer before her 
husband? Perchance this was so. And had 
Aquila been won by the " chaste conversation " of 
Priscilla ? O converted wife, thou mayest gain thy 
husband. 

Or is the explanation to be found elsewhere ? 
Good as they both were, was Priscilla the more 
intense and " exercised " and mature Christian ot 
the two? And is primacy of character and service 
the secret of her primary mention by the holy 
historians? Or perhaps the reason lies in her 
more conspicious intellectual ability. It may be 
that she was in mind-force " a great woman." 

Possibly but not probably she was of nobler 
birth and social quality than her husband : she 
may have been, as one writer characterizes her, 
" A noble Roman Lady " : but I cannot think 
such a consideration would have operated upon 
the apostles to lead them to place her name 
before that of her husband. The Bible never 
glories in the flesh. It is absorbed in glorying 
in the Lord. 
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The mention of Priscilla first recalls to us the 
wonderful prominence of woman in early Christ- 
ianity. Priscilla is a sign in this. Valiant and 
sacrificial as were the men, full often the women 
were more so. It has been remarked that the 
women-martyrs were frequently even braver and 
more miraculous in grace than the men-martyrs. 
Priscilla often had to be mentioned first ! 

So it has been in centuries of Christian history. 
In the covenanting period the women were at 
times even more heroic in the venturesomeness of 
their faith than their fathers and husbands and 
sons and brothers. Among the early Methodists 
the courage and spiritual unction of the women 
were often more distinguished than that of the 
men. Priscilla must frequently be named first if 
historical justice is to be done. 

A Christian man whose wife outshines him in 
spiritual glory should herein rejoice. An Aquila 
who has married a Priscilla has received a gift of 
God. Let such prize the gift and adore the Giver. 
Charles Kingsley has a character in Westward Ho 
of whom he says, " In her he had found a treasure 
and knew what he had found." Happy the 
married man of whom that can be affirmed. 

Priscilla's holy and honourable prominence is 
an illustration of what a married woman can do 
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for Christ and His Church. The case of Phoebe 
shows the religious possibilities of an unmarried 
woman. Christ has an insuperable claim upon 
all women. He is in a peculiar sense the Saviour 
of women. Let the married woman care for the 
things of the Lord. Priscilla is a pattern to all 
wives. " A woman that feareth the Lord, she shall 
be praised." " Let her own works praise her in 
the gates." 

3. Aquila and Priscilla are examples 
of honourable toil. 

Paul, we are told in vcr. 3, " came unto them " 
in Corinth. " And because he was of the same 
trade, he abode with them, and they wrought : for 
by their trade, they were tent-makers." They were 
"tent tailors," weaving the Cilician black goat's 
hair into mats for tents. 

Paul had a " trade." Theology and preaching 
and "trade" may go well together. Aquila and 
Priscilla worked together at their "trade." The 
old Jews set English people a grand example in 
insisting that every boy, however opulent his 
parents, should learn a trade. A Rabbi said he 
who brings up his son without a trade is as one 
who plants a vineyard and does not put a hedge 
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about it. Another Rabbi declared that he who 
does not train his son to a trade is educating him 
to be a thief. Well it would be if all parents 
realized the truth of such sayings and acted 
towards their children accordingly. 

Jesus was taught a trade. He was not only 
called " the carpenter's son," but " the carpenter." 
For evermore is common toil honourable and 
glorious since God Incarnate toiled. 

Aquila and Priscilla are admirable examples of 
honest work for honest pay. They nobly illustrate 
the dignity of labour ; for " by their trade they 
were tent-makers." They loved and therefore 
executed daily work. There is no baser sign in a 
man or woman or in a community than a distaste 
for honest work. A love of work is essential to a 
great life. Carlyle nobly preached the gospel of 
work, and it is a good gospel. " Do thy little stroke 
of work," said Carlyle. " This is nature's voice, and 
the sum of all commandments to each man." All 
honest work is honourable. Lowly toil may be 
lofty toil. Common work may be done in an un- 
common spirit. Menial work becomes sublime if 
discharged in a sublime spirit. Nor does anything 
contribute to character building more surely than 
faithful daily work. Said Professor Drummond, 
" Man makes work, but work makes man." Yes, 



232 NEGLECTED PEOPLE OF THE BIBLE 

nothing develops manhood more distinctly than 
man's common work. 

Priscilla wrought at the daily work with her 
husband. It is not the meed or lot of all women to 
engage in such work, but where it is let no woman 
be ashamed. It is one of the cheering signs of 
these times that so many women, and educated 
women, think it no discredit to earn their own bread 
by daily work. It is honourable in man or 
woman. It is vastly better than to eat the bread 
of idleness. Work is divine. 

It was whilst engaged in their "trade" that 
Aquila and Priscilla met their life's most golden 
privilege. In all probability they would never 
have known Paul but for the fact that by their 
trade they were "tent- makers." It was not 
because they were Christians Paul came to lodge 
with them, but because they were of the same 
trade as himself. 

So whilst engaged in their daily toil they 
happened on Paul. Their friendship with Paul was 
the finest experience of their life. And the treasure 
lighted whilst they did their common tasks. It 
was whilst the Bethlehem shepherds kept watch 
over their flocks by night in the fields that the 
glory of the Lord shone round about them and 
the angel choir poured the music of the first 
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Christmas carol on their ravished ears. Life's best 
revelations flash upon us whilst we abide in the 
fierds of duty. Keep to your daily bread-winning, 
and amid your toils you shall receive great bene- 
dictions and see glad visions. 

It is very probable that Aquila and Priscilla 
were converts of Paul, and that they found the 
great salvation whilst they wrought with Paul at 
their common trade. A strange workman appeared 
one day in that tent tailor's shop at Corinth, and 
he proved to be an evangelist, and his name Paul. 
Presently Aquila and Priscilla owed their souls to 
him. They met Jesus in the work room. 

Oh the possibilities of daily toil ! The shop or 
oflice or warehouse may become as the House of 
God. Friend, do thy work and do it diligently : 
in it thou mayest find rare soul fellowships, as did 
Aquila and Priscilla. In it thou mayest meet 
Paul. Nay, in it thou mayest meet " The Jesus 
whom Paul preacheth." 



4. Aquila and Priscilla had an itiner- 
ant LIFE. 

This is a very noticeable element in their career. 
What various places we find them dwelling in ! 
They are at Corinth, at Ephesus, at Rome ; and 
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again at Ephesus. The godly man and his 
likeminded wife had frequent reminders that 
earth is not our rest. A reason is assigned for the 
wickedness of some of whom the psalmist speaks 
which strikes one as remarkable: he says that 
certain fear not God "because they have no 
changes." That is a deep saying. There is often 
a moral and spiritual value in change. To be 
"emptied from vessel to vessel" is not pleasant, 
but it is good for the flavour of life. " Dwell like 
a bird of passage " is the maxim over a certain 
doorway. It is a healthy monition. We are likely 
to dwell more wisely if we dwell like a bird of 
passage. Birds of passage we all are, and soon our 
rapid flight will be taken to other climes. They 
say that the swallow is called in the East, " The 
Pilgrim." We are all pilgrim birds. Build no 
permanent nest here, O soul of man. 

Aquila and Priscilla in their changeful .life 
appeal closely to some of my readers. You know 
the changelessness of change. You are prepared 
with George Meredith to describe change as "the 
strongest son of life." You have been hurried 
hither and thither. You have had no certain 
dwelling place. No long settledness has been 
your tranquil lot. Well, there is providential 
and gracious purpose concerning you in all this 
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changefulness. God means by pilgrimage to pre- 
pare you for eternal rest 

Let us in all the itinerating of our life take the 
Saviour with us. Everywhere Aquila and Priscilla 
did so. They were as missionaries. They 
evangelized where they traded. Their lives and 
their ministrations were potent in the behalf of 
Christ* So do all of us. Wherever we go let us 
manifest the savour of Jesus' name. In every new 
region of our pilgrimage let us sound forth the 
word of the Lord. Then we shall all be travelling 
preachers, and the world will rejoice in our travel 
and in our preaching. 

5. Noble self-sacrifice marked the life 
OF THIS Husband and Wife. 

In Romans xvi. 3 and 4 occurs this graphic and 
pathetic reminiscence of St. Paul : " Prisca and 
Aquila, who for my life laid down their own 
necks." 

When they did so we cannot be absolutely sure. 
Probably it was during the great Ephesian riots. 
But it is -comparatively unimportant to know the 
precise circumstances. The great fact is that in 
some time of peculiar stress and danger when 
Paul's safety was sorely endangered, Aquila and 
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Priscilla encountered the gravest risk. They were 
so ready to sacrifice themselves for Paul that he 
describes it as if they had actually been martyred 
— " who for my life laid down their own necks." 

Paul could never forget that splendid self- 
sacrifice. Husband and wife alike had the martyr 
spirit. They counted not their lives dear if they 
might deliver Paul. 

For the most part their life was a regular and 
unheroic round of " trade/* but in this crisis of 
persecution the believing husband and wife had a 
chance of noble deeds and were equal to the 
occasion. 

Tradition has it that Aquila and Priscilla were 
ultimately beheaded. Of that we have no certain 
knowledge. But this we know, that they exhibited 
in perilous circumstances a martyr-like self- 
sacrifice. 

Have we such a spirit ? Oh that there were such 
a heart in us ! Hate your life, and you shall live 
for ever. Deny yourself, and you shall possess 
yourself Be ready to lay down your own necks 
for apostolic causes and apostolic men. So shall 
you be worthy followers of Him who laid down 
His life for us. 
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6. AqUILA AND PRISCILLA WERE ACTIVE 

Church-workers. 

Paul designates them "My fellow-workers in 
Christ Jesus " (Rom. xvi. 3 R.V.). 

It is judged by many that they were of influential 
position. Probably their "trade" was lucrative, 
and their commercial connections were wide. It 
is an inference one is inclined to make from the 
memorabilia of them in the New Testament. 

But whether or no they were influential in that 
sense, they were certainly influential in a yet 
nobler sense. They were famous in the localities 
where they dwelt, and even beyond those localities, 
as zealous toilers in the Church of Christ That is 
true fame. Such renown is a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away. 

A charming designation is this, " My fellow- 
workers in Christ Jesus " ! 

To be workers for Christ is to be blessed and 
honoured of God. What need there is today of 
workers ! Sin of every kind holds the millions in 
thrall. The glorious gospel is unheard or unheeded 
by the masses around us and by the myriads who 
people the globe. Multitudes of nominal Christians 
are not actual Christians, Oh the need of workers ! 
What are my readers doing for the poor sinning 
world ? To the help of the Lord we must rally. 
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Pray and give and toil that the ends of the earth 
may sec God's salvation. How many husbands 
and wives in the churches can be bracketed to- 
gether as " workers " ? Do not this earnest couple 
fill many of us with shame? They were both 
workers. Husbands and wives must stir each other 
up to love and good works. The time is short, and 
we have a great work to do. Awake, Aquila and 
Priscilla, and do Christ's work ! 

" My fellow- workers." It was at once an in- 
spiration, an honour, and a responsibility to be a 
fellow worker with Paul. And Aquila and Priscilla 
were counted worthy. It may well be our sacred 
ambition to be worthy of the great workers for 
Christ, whose fellow workers we are. We are 
fellow workers with the saints and apostles of the 
past, for Christ's work throughout the ages is one 
work. Shall we not strive to be worthy ? " We 
are workers together with God." Surely our chief 
desire and prayer will be that we may be worthy 
in some poor degree of our august fellow worker. 
" My fellow-workers in Christ Jesus^ That is the 
glory of Christian work — it is wrought " in Christ 
Jesus." Union with Christ is the secret of service 
for Christ. "Your labour is not in vain in the 
Lord." No labour is wasted that is wrought in 
Jesus Christ He, too, is the unity of all Christian 
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workers. We are " fellow-workers in Christ Jesus." 
Our fellowship is all in Him. The Lord makes 
His servants one. 

I would call upon my readers to become 
" fellow-workers in Christ Jesus." Are we all 
united to Him by simple faith? If not, hasten to 
effect the immortal union. Work accomplished in 
union with the Saviour is everlasting work. 
Blessed are they, and shall be for ever blessed, who 
are grouped as " fellow-workers in Christ Jesus." 

7. Aquila and Priscilla were instructed 
IN Christian truth. 

It fell to their lot to attend the ministry of the 
eloquent and fervent Apollos. But with all its 
brilliance and power that ministry was sadly de- 
fective. " Knowing only the baptism of John " 
(Acts xviii. 25) was a sorry limitation of a noble 
preacher. 

Aquila and Priscilla knew the things that 
accompany salvation far more fully and deeply 
than their minister did. They had the disad- 
vantage of listening to preaching which was below 
their level. A painful discipline that ! And per- 
haps it is the portion of mature Christians oftener 
than we realize. You can scarcely overestimate 
such a trial of patience. To have to hear a man 
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who is not at home in the theology of Christianity 
or who has no famih'arity with the great experi- 
mental realities of Christianity — this is a cross of 
cruel sharpness. Yet Aquila and Priscilla seem 
to have borne the ordeal well. There lives no 
record of their complaining. They did not show 
Apollos anything but sympathy. They did not 
injure the faith by a false defence of it. They 
suffered this trial as Christians. They recommen- 
ded their nobler doctrine by a nobler life. There 
was no public " heresy hunting." They did not 
condemn Apollos on the housetop — that popular 
platform of windy declaimers. 

How did they act? "They took" Apollos 
" unto them, and expounded unto him the way of 
God more carefully " (Acts xviii. 26 R. V.). 

Evidently husband and wife alike studied 
Christian doctrine. They were qualified to ex- 
pound that doctrine to a young preacher whose 
knowledge of it was defective. As they stitched 
at the tent skins they studied theology. They 
were meditative. They searched the scriptures. 
They gave their intellect to Christ. Aquila and 
Priscilla are a continual rebuke to Christian men 
and women who have no interest in Christian 
doctrine. I commend their example to you all. 
George Steward satirically remarked that " the 
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Church is too busy to teach theology." His remark 
is sadly a propos today. And we are too busy 
to learn it ! None can be surprised at the flimsi- 
ness of many churches. Doctrine is neglected in 
pulpit and in pew. We greatly need a revival of 
doctrinal preaching and doctrinal study. Aquila 
and Priscilla are rare types today. 

8. Aquila and Priscilla had a sanctified 

HOME. 

" Salute the church that is in their house," writes 
Paul, in reference to this Christian husband and 
wife (Rom. xvi. 5). And again, writing to the 
Corinthians (i Cor. xvi. 19), Paul says: "Aquila 
and Prisca salute you much in the Lord, with 
the church that is in their house." 

" The church that is in their house." In those 
early days of the faith of Christ, poverty and 
persecution made separate buildings for worship 
almost impracticable. Private houses had to be 
the house of God. Churches were gathered in the 
homes of believers. And accordingly Aquila and 
Priscilla had a church in their house. They gladly 
consecrated their home for the service of God. 
They welcomed the assemblies of the saints. They 
deemed their house the more their own because 
they lent it unto the Lord. " The church that is 

16 
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in their house." Canon Gore, in his valuable 
exposition of Romans, comments on this as "a 
significant phrase." But the learned Canon does 
not tell us of what it is significant It is assuredly 
significant of much that does not look in the direc- 
tion of the good Canon's ecclesiastical opinions. 
It is significant of what is contrary to sacerdotalism 
and ritualism. A private house may be a sacred 
edifice. The living "Church *' is enough consecra- 
tion for any building. 

There is also an innermost reference in this 
phrase. " The Church in their house " was com- 
posed, in all probability, largely of the regular 
inmates of the house— this godly couple and 
their family and their servants. Is it not also 
probable that they employed work people, and 
that many, if not all of them, were Christians, and 
so numbered in " the church " ? When we have 
a church in our house in that beautiful domestic 
sense, how good it is? Why should not every 
family be a church ? Is your family a church ? 
Is your whole establishment sanctified by the word 
of God and by prayer. Rest not till your servants 
and all the inmates of your house are on the 
Lord's side. Seek a church in your house. When 
every home is a church, the secular world will have 
become sacred. It has been said truly that a 
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Christian home is " the masterpiece of the applied 
gospel." Let nothing unchurch your home. "Let 
them first learn to show piety at home." Remem- 
ber that Aquila and Priscilla had a church in their 
house. 

9. It need hardly be added that Aquila and 

Priscilla evoked general esteem. 

This is how Paul eulogizes them : " Unto whom 
not only I give thanks, but also all the Churches 
of the Gentiles " (Rom. xvi. 4). 

To win the appreciation of Paul were surely 
guerdon to fill a saint's ambition. They had won 
it grandly. " I give thanks " to them, says the 
grateful apostle. Save the Lord's " Well done," 
no word of encomium is so yearningly to be 
desired. 

But " all the churches of the Gentiles " blended 
in chorus with Paul's praise of Aquila and 
Priscilla. Their smell was as Lebanon diffused 
over all the regions round. To such general 
appreciation will fidelity and devotion, and love 
and self-sacrifice bring Christian men and women. 

When saints speak well of us we may gratefully 
and humbly rejoice. What do " the Churches of 
the Gentiles " say of you ? Do you stand well 
with those who stand well with the Lord ? The 



.1 t 



244 NEGLECTED PEOPLE OF THE BIBLE 

only golden reputation is that which arises from 
golden character. 

Aquila and Priscilla are a bracing and cheering 
study for Christians of every type and condition. 
They are specially a pertinent ensample for 
Christian husbands and wives. It will be to our loss 
if we neglect to contemplate this spiritually minded 
pair who walked in all the commandments and 
ordinances of the Lord, blameless. 
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XIV 
APOLLOS : A STUDY OF INFLUENCE 

** A cerlaiu Jew named ApoUos." — Acts xviii. 24. 

THE story of Apollos has been described as 
" an unconnected digression." But like all 
the digressions of Scripture, it is exceeding 
precious. 

The name Apollos is a contraction of Apol- 
lonius. 

Apollos appeared in Ephesus in the summer of 
the year 54 while St. Paul was on his third mission- 
ary journey. It was appropriate ©hat he came in 
summer, for he was a summer-like character 
and created a summer climate wheresoever he 
sojourned. 

He was " an Alexandrian by race " (Acts xviii. 
24 R.V.) and probably had resided in Alexandria. 
Alexandria was a celebrated city of Egypt, situ- 
ated on the south-eastern shore of the Mediterra- 
nean, and it was named after Alexander the Great, 
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who founded it. It was almost a second Athens. 
There the Septuagint was translated. Greek, 
Hebrew and Oriental elements were associated 
in the life and learning of that great and wonderful 
city. Distinctly Apollos was a citizen of no mean 
city. 

Poole in his Annotations says " This Egyptian 
jewel may be used to adorn the Tabernacle " ; 
whilst Dean Alford remarked " We see in the 
providential calling of Apollos to the ministry, an 
instance of the adaptation of the workman to the 
work." 

The recorded history of Apollos is an instructive 
study of influence. It may by the grace of God 
heighten and enrich our individual influence to 
contemplate the quality, the limitation, and the 
enhancement of the influence of Apollos. 



I. The quality of his influence was 



AMPLE AND VARIED. 



{a) It was the influence oi eloquence. He is de- 
picted as " an eloquent man " (Acts xviii. 24). The 
R.V. renders it "a learned man," and relegates 
the A.V. reading to the margin. But the Greek 
word may mean either eloquent or learned, and 
its chief meaning is eloquent. 
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Apollos had that subtle and potent influence 
which comes of eloquence. He may not have 
been like Marlow " an alchemist of eloquence," but 
a master of eloquence he indisputably was. He 
aroused Ephesian interest. He stirred the crowd 
in the synagogue. He set the thoughts of the 
multitude towards eternity. He thrilled the listen- 
ing people with his burning appeals. Presently he 
will mightily and publicly convince the Jews. 

As John Trapp quaintly puts it Apollos gave 
"good matter well habited," and that admirable 
habiting adorned the admirable matter. Apollos 
was a popular force. The people recognized his 
golden speech. They responded to the authentic 
tone. Apollos wielded an ever powerful instru- 
ment of blessing — a consecrated eloquence. Is 
that type of influence decadent in these times ? 
Is Apollos less in evidence ? Is there not a ten- 
dency in the Church to do with sacred eloquence 
what the Revisers have done with the rendering — 
relegate it to the margin ? 

And this tendency ought not to be regarded with 
equanimity. In the Church's greatest and most 
inspired days the eloquent man has been all but 
supreme. The great popular preachers used to be 
the leading figures of the Church. If they be super- 
seded by the "business man," the organizer, the man 
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whose genius is purely secretarial, it will bode evil 
for the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ. The lack 
of mighty popular preachers is one of the most 
alarming signs in the Churches. Where is Apollos ? 
The community recognizes him when he appears, 
and no amount of booming will permanently per- 
suade the public that one is an Apollos who is 
not. Eloquence has been God's greatest weapon 
in days agone, and while humanity is what it 
is that weapon will retain its supremacy. God 
perpetuate the influence of heaven -breathed 
eloquence. 

(b) Apollos wielded the influence of exposition. 
He was " mighty in the scriptures " (Acts 
xviii. 24). What a tribute ! He was mighty in 
the mightiest of books. He wielded the sword of 
the spirit with phenomenal skill. He was in the 
best sense of the word a scribe. 

Apollos evidently was a man of learning, and he 
brought it all to the opening and applying of the 
Word of God. His luminous intellect and eloquent 
tongue found their delighted employment in the 
elucidation of the Scriptures. 

Apollos made the Bible his constant study. It 
was his text-book. It was his library. He was a 
mighty hunter before Jehovah amid its grand 
expanses. " A careless reader of scripture never 
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made a close walker with God." ApoUos was no 
careless reader. He was a tireless searcher. So 
did he become " mighty in the scriptures." 

But diligent study would not in itself have made 
him the expositor he became. Apollos was 
" mighty " in opening and applying the oracles 
of God. Learning, eloquence, spiritual insight, 
fervour, and sympathy combined to make him 
mighty in this noble art. 

The finest influence a religious teacher can have 
is that of exposition. Expository preaching and 
teaching are the most permanent forms of Chris- 
tian ministry. This age needs men who are 
"mighty in the Scriptures." To interpret God's 
book to man's life is the highest achievement of 
the preacher and teacher. The Churches would 
do well to give their ministers time to be mighty in 
the Scriptures. If they are not mighty therein no 
other forms of might will compensate. The title 
of the biography of Dr. Adolph Saphir is " Mighty 
in the Scriptures." Happy he who can be so 
described. To make the common people see the 
wondrous things of God's law as Apollos did, is to 
wield an influence which will be fragrant through 
immortal years. 

(c) Apollos exercised influence by his spiritual 
knowledge. " This man was instructed in the way 
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of the Lord . . . and ... he spake and taught 
dihgently the things of the Lord." " He taught 
by word of mouth," says the R.V. margin. 

Apollos knew " the way of the Lord." That 
was John the Baptist's phrase, and he had gained 
his spiritual knowledge from the great forerunner's 
teaching. His teacher's very phrases were trea- 
sured and repeated by this eloquent disciple. 

Apollos was an experimental theologian. He 
might have been, in some sense, mighty in the 
scriptures without being instructed in the way ot 
the Lord. But practical religion was his delight, 
and to expound it was also his delight. " The 
things of the Lord " were familiar to Apollos. 
They were his habitat. And he could describe 
them and persuade men to abide in those heavenly 
places. 

What a gracious influence is that ! The experi- 
mental preacher is beyond rubles. Such wise 
master builders are Gods, choicest gift to a 
Christian Church. Rutherford and Wesley and 
Spurgeon and Andrew Bonar are typical teachers 
of experimental godliness. When a capacious intel- 
lect and an eloquent tongue are given to impart- 
ing spiritual knowledge the influence is illimitable. 
Oh that more of our great teachers addressed them- 
selves to experimental truth. Their ministry 
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would be singularly generative. They would be 
soul-winners in the greatest sense of that oft- 
abused phrase. Pray ye the Lord of the harvest 
that He will thrust forth such harvesters into 
His harvest. 

(d) Apollos had the influence of fervency. 
"Being fervent in spirit" is another of his im- 
pressive characteristics (Acts xviii. 25). Here we 
touch an inestimable secret of this great preacher's 
influence. As Matthew Henry puts it, " He was a 
lively affectionate preacher." 

" Fervent in spirit." The things of God set his 
soul on fire. He burned with holy ardour. And 
the seraphic flame flashed in every word he spake. 
God had answered the eloquent Apollos by fire. 
So his words burned. The listeners inevitably 
caught the glow. His hearers were warmed by 
the fire of God in his soul. He drank of what 
George Meredith calls " the well of enthusiasm," 
and his public speech revealed what copious 
draughts he had drawn at that sacred fount 

Are we " fervent in spirit " ? I do not ask if we 
are demonstrative in manner, but are we ardent in 
our spirit ? Have the things of God taken hold of 
us ? Are they a fire in our bones ? 

Believe me, fervency of spirit has an apologetic 
value. Men are moved by moral and spiritual 
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passion. Enthusiasm in the things of the Lord 
happily suggests the reality of those things. 

What a mighty factor is this in the influence of 
the pulpit! Is there not a danger of the old fire 
dying out in modern preaching? Icy preaching 
will not convince men. Fervency is the only- 
appropriate temper of a messenger of God. 
Muse on the things of God, O Apollos, and thine 
heart shall kindle like a living coal ! And thy 
fervency shall increase thine aptness ! 

{e) Another element in the influence of Apollos 
is his accuracy. He " taught carefully " we are 
told (Acts xviii. 25 R.V.). Matthew Henry com- 
ments on this by saying " He was an industrious 

laborious preacher." 

Apollos was accurate. The expression might 

be rendered " He taught accurately." The state- 
ment is that he " spake *' and " taught," and some 
think the speaking refers to his private ministry, 
and the teaching to his public ministry. But 
whether he exercised his ministry in private or in 
public, it was " careful," it was accurate. 

" He spake and taught carefully the things con- 
cerning Jesus " (R.V.). Surely those transcendent 
things demand accuracy in those who preach or 
who teach them. So great issues depend upon 
their presentation that inaccuracy may be an ever- 
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lasting fatality. Incorrectness in our teaching 
may lead to the loss of ourselves, and them that 
hear us. 

How admirable an example is Apollos ! Care- 
fully he ordered and delivered his message. The 
eloquent man is apt to lack accuracy, but Apollos 
overcame the tendency. The fervent man is liable 
to inaccuracy, but that evil Apollos also triumphed 
over. He pondered deeply and read widely, and 
set a watch to the door of his lips, and so taught 
carefully. 

• Let us be cautious students and teachers and 
preachers. Let us seek to know and proclaim the 
whole truth. The things concerning Jesus demand 
our most conscientious care. Better never utter 
them than fail to utter them carefully. Woe is his 
who doeth God*s work negligently. 

(/) Courage was another secret of the influence 
of Apollos. " Boldly " is the word used to 
describe this characteristic. " And he began to 
speak boldly in the synagogue " (Acts xviii. 26). 

Courage flashed in his eyes. Courage flamed 
on his tongue. Courage was implied in his whole 
mien. Nothing was more noticeable about this 
preacher than his courage. 

He spake boldly. There was no hint of hesita- 
tion in his tone. He earnestly believed his message. 
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He realized himself as in the sight of God. He 
appreciated the immortal worth of the human soul. 
And so he feared not the face of man. 

Such courage well becomes a messenger of the 
King. Such courage gives a preacher of the 
gospel the favour of upright men. The multitude 
fears a man who does not fear it. Oh to tarry 
so constantly with Jesus that men shall see our 
boldness ! 

Was not the influence of Apollos salutary and 
well based ? Had he not a right to the sceptre he 
wielded at Ephesus ? Solid was the foundation of 
this preacher's popularity. Let us all do our work 
as well. Emulate all that is excellent in Apollos. 
Qualify to be as effective in your respective 
spheres. We cannot rival the gifts of Apollos, 
but his graces may adorn us all as goodly 
ornaments. 

2. The Influence of Apollos had Dis- 
tinct Limitation. 

All his eloquence, his expository power, his ex- 
perimental theology, his fervency, his accuracy, 
and his courage were robbed of their highest effect 
by reason of this, that he knew " only the baptism 
of John " (Acts xviii. 25). 

Evidently Apollos had a fine natural character. 
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His seems to have been " a mind naturally Chris- 
tian ! " Grace had anticipated his birth and had 
sweetly influenced him from his birth. 

But, with all his gifts and graces, Apollos could 
only preach a partial Christianity, " knowing only 
the baptism of John." This was a sad bar to his 
noblest achievement as a minister of Christ. This 
prevented him attaining the grandest heights of 
service. He knew much of the things concerning 
Jesus. He was a Christian. He was able to teach 
Christianity accurately. But it was an imperfect 
Christianity. He knew only the baptism of John. 
Observe, we are not told that he only knew the 
Christianity of John. In all probability he knew 
far more of the Christian faith than the Baptist did. 
But he knew only the baptism of John. He did 
not know of the baptism of the Holy Ghost. 
Probably they were disciples af his whom presently 
Paul met at Ephesus, and he discovered that they 
had not so much as heard that the Holy Ghost 
was given. Apollos knew only the ritualistic 
baptism by water, not the spiritual baptism of 
the Holy Ghost and of fire. 

I say again it was a partial Christianity and a 
grave hindrance to his influence as a teacher and 
preacher of Jesus. 

Do not let us, however, despise undeveloped 
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creeds and ministries. They may be introductory 
to large blessedness. It is something to be a 
Christian who knows John's baptism only. An 
unproportioned faith is a thousandfold better 
than unfaith. 

Do not let us discourage an Apollos though his 
influence be limited. A man with such faculties 
and graces may accomplish a wonderful work. As 
Dr. Parker says of Apollos, ** If he could be so 
eloquent about water, what will he be when he 
comes to speak of blood ?" Instead of contemn- 
ing a messenger (rf God who knows only the 
baptism of John, pray for him that he may pass 
on to know and teach the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost Thank God for ministries which, though 
imperfect, yet are toward " the sun rising." 

Do you know only the baptism of John ? Is 
yours a sadly imperfect representation of the 
things concerning Jesus? Are you still at the 
ritualistic point, without experience of the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit ? Then your influence must be 
very restricted. This is a sorry offset to your gifts. 
The secret of deepest influence for Christ is in the 
baptism of the Spirit ? Oh seek it and retain it 
and teach it Then will your influence shine more 
and more unto the perfect day. 

Our privileges are enormously greater than 
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ever Apollos enjoyed. Such limitation as his 
will be far more culpable if it mark us. How is it 
with us ? What " baptism " do we know ? To 
increase in the knowledge of Jesus is to increase in 
the knowledge of God. But are we increasing 
therein ? This is indeed a legitimate and accept- 
able ambition — to seek an ever deepening influence 
in speaking and teaching Jesus. Do not stand at 
the same intermediate point year by year. Ply 
the aids to a richer creed and a riper experience. 
Let it be evident that we are industriously trading 
with our talents. 

May every Apollos know more spiritual bap- 
tisms as the hurrying years recede. 

3. The Influence of Apollos received a 
Glorious Enhancement. 

Two instrumentalities contributed to this happy 
issue. 

(a) Apollos was helped by personal teachers. 
Attending on his ministry in Ephesus were 
Aquila and Priscilla — that godly man and wife 
who so adorned the early Church. And this is 
what we read : " Whom when Aquila and Priscilla 
had heard, they took him unto them, and ex- 
pounded unto him the way of God more per- 
fectly " (Acts xviii. 26). 

17 
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Apollos had spoken and taught "carefully," but 
Aquila and Priscilla instructed him " more care- 
fully." They knew more of the things of God 
than did this eloquent man. They acted towards 
him a loyal and parental part Instead of mag- 
nifying his defects they rectified them. They 
deepened his influence by adding to his know- 
ledge of God. 

How often a man's influence in the Church is 
enhanced by personal teachers I Books alone 
cannot do it ; meditation alone cannot. No self- 
help can effect it Personal sway is needed ; souls 
that can gain ascendancy over other souls, men 
and women who know how to teach in the Word. 
Happy the Apollos who comes within the orbit of 
an Aquila and Priscilla ! Happy the Aquila and 
Priscilla who develop an Apollos I What are you 
doing with your fuller knowledge of God ? Do 
you criticize an undeveloped Apollos or do you 
take him to you and expound the way of God 
more carefully ? 

These personal helpers of Apollos are an 
encouragement of ioivfy agency. Aquila and 
Priscilla were neither great in station nor brilliant 
in genius. But they did a magnificent work for 
Apollos. They enhanced his influence enormously. 
And it speaks well for the humility of Apollos 
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that he so willingly learned of such unpretentious 
teachers. If we be willing we may learn great 
lessons of lowly teachers. 

It was lay agency which enriched Apollos and 
his influence. Aquila and Priscilla's example 
should cheer all lay workers in the Church. No 
ordination is needed in order to do the greater 
works. We may minister royally without being 
ministers. 

See also what female agency may accomplish. 
Who can tell what Priscilla did for Apollos ? The 
inference from their story as it stands in the New 
Testament is that she was more influential than 
her husband, for generally her name is mentioned 
first. Many an Apollos has owed his influence if 
not his soul to a Priscilla. The good motherly 
women of the Church have furbished brilliant and 
successful ministries. "His mother and mine/' 
can many a Paul write of the godly matrons 
in the Churches. 

Are we putting ourselves under personal teachers 
that our influence may grow thereby ? Wise and 
prudent it is to make good use of Aquila and 
Priscilla. Be always ready to learn of any who 
can enable us to wield a nobler influence for 
our God. 

ip) Apollos, thus helped, immediately rendered 
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ampler service. " And when he was minded to 
pass over into Achaia, the brethren encouraged 
him, and wrote to the disciples to receive him " 
(Acts xviiL 27 R.V.). A fine illustration of 
brotherly love! "And when he was come, he 
helped them much which had believed through 
grace." They helped him and he helped them ! 
A noteworthy instance of Christian reciprocity ! 
How did Apollos help them ? " For he powerfully 
confuted the Jews, and that publicly, shewing 
by the scriptures that Jesus was the Christ *' 
(Acts xviii. 28 R.V.). 

" He powerfully confuted the Jews." Dean 
Alford renders it "he proved it to their teeth." 
And the tense of the verb implies continuity — 
he kept on proving it to their teeth. 

Thus he rendered a greater service than ever 
before, for a new spiritual power is light to his 
understanding and fire to his heart. The preacher 
being enriched, his preaching is enriched : the 
teacher being ennobled, his lesson is ennobled. 
Apollos served the truth well aforetime, but now 
he serves it with more abundant effect. 

Is our influence being enhanced ? Are we 
better servants of the Master? Pray God that 
grace may remove the limitations of our influence 
and make it always finer, purer, more abiding in 
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noblest quality. Be the happy development of 
ApoUos ours. 

Are we serving Jesus the Christ ? An Apollos 
finds in His service the grandest scope for all his 
powers. The Saviour evokes men's highest 
capacities. Give ye yourselves unto the Lord 
in a great act of penitent trustfulness and 
then give yourselves to the Church by the will 
of God. We never needed Apollos more than 
we need him today. O Apollos ! Christ and 
His Church call for thee. 



XV 

ONESIPHORUS AND THE MEMORY OF 

HIS KINDNESS 

"The Lord give mercy unto the house of Oncsiphorus." — 

2 Tim. i. i6. 

THIS tender appreciation of Onesiphorus 
forms part of an argument Love and logic 
blend in the writings of St Paul. He is here 
calling Timothy to loftier heights of Christian 
faith and service. He is ardently luring the young 
minister to absolute consecration. He would have 
him stir up the gift that is in him. He does not 
depreciate the shame which the Master's work 
may entail, nor does he cloak the hardships a 
true apostle must endure. He would have him 
despise the shame and endure the hardships. And 
to this end he sets before Timothy five vital con- 
siderations — (i) The devoted family to which he 
belongs. (2) The glory of the gospel. (3) The 
quality of Paul's own teaching. (4) The example 
of Onesiphorus. (5) The sure hope of everlasting 
salvation in Christ Jesus. 
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Paul IS evolving an argument, then, even when 
sketching the lovely character of Onesiphorus. 
This branch of Paul's argument is well worthy of 
attention. The inspired reasoner sees that a noble 
example is a noble argument A good man's life 
is an argument for goodness. It is supremely 
rational to regard every holy character as a raison 
ititre for holiness. Onesiphorus was to be an 
inspiration to Timothy. Let us always regard 
good men and women's examples as reasons for 
our growth in grace. Let us thank God for all the 
good people we have known, and let gratitude 
express itself in emulation. It is a vast responsi- 
bility to have witnessed such object lessons In 
godliness. Timothy ought to be a better man for 
having known Onesiphorus. 

Shall L surprise any of you if I say that this 
delineation of Onesiphorus is one of the most con- 
troverted passages in the New Testament ? You 
would not have imagined there had been exposi- 
tory battles here. In these verses there appear to 
be only green pastures and still waters. But it is 
not so. " The dust of theologic strife " has settled 
on this beauteous eulogy as on all the fairest 
flowers of Scripture. I must lay an outline of the 
dispute before you. 

To put it succinctly — the controversy is as to 
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whether Onesiphorus was alive or dead when Paul 
penned this tribute. Was the apostle adorning the 
brow of a living man with a garland ? Or was he 
placing a wreath upon the tomb of a saint who 
slept ? 

Roman Catholics and Protestants have wrangled 
much as to this issue. And the camp of Protes* 
tant commentators is very much divided on 
the question. In interpreting Scripture no bias 
must influence us. We must abhor sectarian 
prejudices in exposition. Care not who subscribes 
to an interpretation — ^the sole consideration must 
be its veracity. Truth, not a supposed orthodoxy, 
must be our exegetical ideal. 

It seems to me that Onesiphorus was dead when 
Paul wrote those loving words of tribute. This is 
the view of most of the ablest Protestant critics 
today. Dr. Plummer, in his fine exposition of the 
pastoral epistles, says: ''The balance of proba- 
bility is decidedly in favour of the view that 
Onesiphorus was already dead when Paul wrote 
these words." 

We are bound to be greatly influenced by the 
conclusions of scholars who with such competent 
learning and piety have expounded the Holy Book. 
I put great weight, then, on the preponderance of 
critical opinion that Onesiphorus was already dead. 
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The nature of the Apostle's prayer appears to 
suggest this. As I read the pathetic words they 
seem to refer to one who is no longer here. There 
is a pensive atmosphere about them. The refer- 
ence is invariably to the past : it is what Onesi- 
phorus did^ not what he is now doing. Moreover 
Onesiphorus belonged to Ephesus, whither this 
letter is directed, for Timothy was the overseer of 
the Church at Ephesus : then— if Onesiphorus 
were living — why did Paul speak of the house 
(household) of Onesiphorus ? Why did he not 
speak of Onesiphorus himself? The supposition 
that Paul is silent about the man himself because 
Onesiphorus was with Paul when he wrote seems 
wholly improbable : the whole tone of the passage 
makes against such a supposition. 

In another Epistle (i Cor. i.) Paul alludes to 
" the household of Stephanas," but this is not a 
parallel case, for in that instance Paul speaks of 
" the coming of Stephanas " ; but here Paul is 
absolutely silent as to Onesiphorus himself. Had 
Onesiphorus been alive when Paul wrote to 
Timothy he would surely have alluded to his 
whereabouts, as he did in the case of Stephanas. 

Another fact which infers that Onesiphorus was 
dead is that Paul does not pray that the good 
man's deeds may be requited in this life. I think 
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he would have done so had Onesiphorus been 
living. Apostles were in the habit of invoking 
immediate rewards. John did for Gaius* But no 
blessing for the present life is desired by Paul for 
Onesiphorus. He had passed beyond the reach of 
these things. He was gone hence. All the 
reward Paul can evoke for the good man is "in 
that day." Nobody can do anything for Onesi- 
phorus now, but he will not lack his guerdon at 
last 

Onesiphorus was dead. Yet Paul seems to pray 
for him! The Apostle cries, "The Lord grant 
unto him to find mercy of the Lord in that day." 
Is it not straining the words to call them a prayer ? 
Is it not rather a wish ? Or is it not an exclama- 
tion ? I think an argument might be pressed in 
that direction, but we will waive it. 

Have we a right to affirm that prayers for the 
dead are enjoined or sanctioned by the scriptures ? 
I reply that, most emphatically, they are not 
enjoined. Had it been essential to the felicity of 
the departed that we should pray for them, then 
assuredly such prayer would have been enjoined 
upon us. I feel that this one instance (if we con- 
cede it to be a prayer) is too slender a foundation 
upon which to build the dogma of prayers for the 
dead as set forth by Roman Catholicism. If more 
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light upon this subject were requisite God would 
surely have given it in His holy Word. 

If one say that this single passage sanctions 
prayer for the departed, I reply : There are con- 
ditions here imposed which are often overlooked 
by such as argue the duty of general prayer for 
the dead. 

(i) This is prayer for a departed saint. Paul 
invokes in behalf of a Christian who has done 
good to himself and to others during bis earthly 
life. If, therefore, you believe this incident 
sanctions prayers for the dead, I say it is a solitary 
instance, and it is limited to prayer for the dead in 
Christ who have wrought us blessing whilst with 
us. I cannot find a word in Scripture which either 
enjoins or sanctions prayers for such as have died 
in their sins. We must leave these where the 
Bible leaves them — to the everlasting mercy of 
God. We have no warrant to intercede for them. 

(2) The prayer for the departed saint in the 
case before us is simply that he may receive God's 
mercy at the Judgement Day. Paul does not pray 
as to the saint's condition now. His sole reference 
is to " that day." This is very different from the 
scope of the prayers for the dead which some 
inculcate. 

Now I am not a lord of your faith. I must 
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only expound to the best of my power what I find 
in God's Book. Form your own belief on this 
much-debated subject. But remember the slight- 
ness of Scripture reference, and further remember 
that Paul's prayer for the departed has the two 
impressive limitations which I have very imper- 
fectly stated. 

Do not, I beg, speak of this as an unpractical 
theme. It is intensely practical. It vitally con- 
cerns us all, for we all have dear kindred who are 
gone hence. We believe they are still alive unto 
God — still conscious in their blessedness. Any- 
thing which concerns them concerns us. There- 
fore the question of prayers for such is indeed a 
practical question. I take serious objection to the 
indiscriminate prayers for the dead which are com- 
mended in some churches. To think we can by 
our prayers secure the salvation of those who have 
died in deliberate rejection of Christ is to harbour 
an idea unwarranted by any word of Scripture. 
But personally I would not forbid any mourner 
supplicating jfor a loved one who has gone hence in 
Christ I do not think such prayer necessary to 
the blessedness of such souls in eternity ; God 
forbid. But I do not see, with St Paul's example 
before us, that we have a right to contraband such 
prayer. If any feel, with Dr. Plummer, that " the 
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very fact that they witness our prayers for them 
may be an increase of strength and joy," then I 
would not restrain such consolatory supplication in 
a bereaved suppliant. 

We believe, then that Onesiphorus was passed 
into the saints' everlasting rest when Paul wrote 
this grateful and pathetic eulogy. 

I. how BEAUTIFUL THE CHARACTER WHICH 
CONSTRAINED PAUL'S PRAYER ! 

Lovely conduct on the part of Onesiphorus had 
expressed his lovely character. This evoked 
Paul's prayer. It is " for " or because he did what 
he did that Paul upbears him and his at the Mercy 
Seat. Observe this reason of the prayer : " The 
Lord give mercy to the house of Onesiphorus, 

for " The best recompense you can give to 

those who have done you service is to pray for 
them. Thus Paul rewards Onesiphorus. 

We know next to nothing of the history of 
Onesiphorus. That he had lived at Ephesus and 
that his family was there when this letter was 
addressed thither, there can be little doubt Dean 
Spence says he was " probably an Ephesian mer- 
chant" There is a tradition that he was made a 
bishop; but tradition makes nearly all these good 
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men of the early Church bishops. He has been 
supposed to have been a deacon, because we are 
told he " ministered," and the word thus translated 
is akin to the word deacon ; one might almost 
render it " deaconized." But it is by no means 
certain that he held the office of deacon. The 
meaning of the name Onesiphorus is very 
suggestive : it is " profit-bringer " or " profit- 
bearer " — and he lived his name. Let each of us 
be an Onesiphorus — a profit-bearer to our fellows. 
We know enough of Onesiphorus to call him, as 
Dean Farrar does, " the good-hearted Ephesian." 
Now mark some life-features of this gracious man. 
(a) He was repeatedly kind, Paul says : " He oft 
refreshed me." The word rendered " refreshed " 
is a noteworthy one. Its idea is the bringing of a 
person to life again who is fainting with heat by 
giving him air. Paul, in the overwhelming heat of 
his trials, had been revived by the cool breath of 
kindness. Generally the original word means to 
cheer. Paul, amid his many depressions, had 
often been cheered by Onesiphorus. There is 
another idea attaching to this word : it is the word 
used for overhauling a ship, refitting it, and stock- 
ing it again for future voyages. Onesiphorus had 
done that for Paul. When the battered vessel 
came into port at Ephesus Onesiphorus had over- 
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hauled it, supplied what was lacking, equipped it 
for stormy voyages in coining days. 

Note that " oft." " He oft refreshed me." Not 
once, nor twice, but "oft." Onesiphorus did not 
tire of helping the heroic apostle. Was it not an 
honour to refresh Paul ? And was not Onesiphorus 
abundantly and eternally recompensed ? 

Y^o you do much to refresh the children of God ? 
Do you "^ refresh" them? It is pathetic to 
think that probably Paul was a prisoner when 
Onesiphorus so oft refreshed him. Dean Farrar, 
in his Life of St. Paul, says, " Probably Paul had 
been arrested at Troas, and in the ordinary course 
of things he would have been sent under guard to 
Ephesus to be judged by the Pro-consul. While 
awaiting his trial there he would of course have 
been put in prison, and the fact that his place of 
imprisonment is still pointed out among the ruins 
of Ephesus, although no imprisonment at Ephesus 
is directly mentioned in Scripture, adds perhaps 
an additional probability to these conjectures." 

To the prison Onesiphorus oft came, and revived 
and cheered the oppressed servant of the Lord. 
Oh how many imprisoned ones there are today — 
embondaged by painful conditions of life ! Let us 
"oft" refresh them. May God's fettered ones be able 
to say of us as Paul did of Stephanas and others, 
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" They have refreshed my spirit." They appeal to 
us with mute eloquence : " Refresh my heart in the 
Lord" 

{b) Onesiphorus was unshrinkingly kind. Paul 
says he ^' was not ashamed of my chain." Shame- 
ful that such an one as Paul was chained ! What 
grim ironies history and present-day life reveal ! 
Paul often alludes to his chain. In his second as 
in his first imprisonment he was bound by a chain 
to the soldier who guarded him. How galling to 
a man of Paul's spirit ! An educated gentleman 
chained I A cultured saint vested with manacles 
like a common criminal ! It must have been hard 
to bean And that Paul found it hard to bear we 
discover from certain of his allusions in his 
letters. Some people were evidently " ashamed " 
of him : that is implied in the words concerning 
Onesiphorus that he " was not ashamed." Certain 
possibly of Paul's professed friends did not like to 
own to any connection with the chained man. 
Pigmy souls! Every gentle and noble feeling 
refined away in their coarse refinement! But 
Onesiphorus knew nothing of such base vulgarity. 
He was not ashamed of Paul's chain. He had too 
big a soul. Still are some of God's best servants 
harassed with a "chain." An infirmity, some 
social sorrow, a painsome affliction — how many 
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of us might speak of " my chain " ! You could get 
along grandly but for that chain. It pulls you up. 
Who IS unfettered quite? We should not be 
" ashamed " of the chain our brother bears. There 
is much false shame in the world and in the 
church. We do not like the " chain " some carry. 
If we are walking in the street with some grand 
one we do not like to meet our poor relation. 
And how often he appears at an awkward season ! 
Often we shrink from the poor, the tempted, the 
erring, the sick. We are ashamed of the chain. 
Oh, be ours a greater spirit ! Like the Ephesian 
saint let us aim to be profit-bringers to the 
chained ones. 

(c) Onesiphorus was assiduously kind. What a 
peep we have into the life of both these meri by 
means of these words : " But when he was in 
Rome" — probably on a business journey — "he 
sought me diligently and found me." (R.V.) That 
was not an easy task ! Remember that Rome 
was thronged with prisoners. Paul the prisoner 
was but one among a multitude. The government 
of the day was fierce and suspicious, and it meant 
no little to seek out diligently one of these 
detested prisoners. But Onesiphorus did it And 
Paul, whose heart was deeply responsive to such 
kindness, never forgot the kindly deed. Little did 

18 
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the Ephestan dream that he would be immortalized 
because of that visit Noble Onesiphorus! He 
might easily have pleaded his business engage- 
ments in Rome. He might have urged the 
risk arising from contact with the minions of 
a hostile government. But not he. Like Job 
he "searched out** a cause. What a joyful 
meeting he had with Paul when he " found " 
him! Let us be assiduous in our kindness. 
Search out the needy diligently. Says Matthew 
Henry on this point : " A good man will seek 
opportunities of doing good, and will not shun 
any that offer.** Be anxioi^s, Christian friend, to 
play that devoted part. 

{d) Onesiphorus was variously kind, Paul 
exclaims " And in how many things he ministered 
at Ephesus thou knowest very well." (R.V.) He 
was marked by general ministrations. He did not 
minister to Paul only at Ephesus, but to many 
needy ones. He did it in many things. Paul 
appeals to Timothy to confirm this, for his words 
are literally " Thou knowest better than I do '* — 
seeing Timothy was more regularly resident at 
Ephesus than Paul was. Blessed are they who 
minister in many things. Kindness may well 
assume a thousand forms. Let us be ingeniously 
kind. Happy Onesiphorus ! He was as a 
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ministering angel in Ephesus. A lovely character 
indeed was his. Charles Kingsley suggested for 
his own epitaph " I have lived and loved." That 
might have been the epitaph of Onesiphorus. 
It was true at Ephesus as at Eversley. By the 
Saviour's grace may we so live and love that our 
record, however lowly, may be fair as that we have 
pondered now. 

2. How SUBLIME THE PRAYER WHICH THIS 

NOBLE Character evoked ! 

The ever-devotional apostle invokes two things. 

{a) He asks blessing upon the good man^s house- 
hold, "The Lord give mercy to the house of 
Onesiphorus." The godly head of the household 
is gone, but Paul would have the household blessed 
for his sake. Probably some members of the 
family were Christians. But whether or no, 
" mercy " (a very inclusive word) is prayed upon 
them for their father's sake. A good man's good- 
ness blesses his household. " His seed shall be 
blessed." Temporally and spiritually God blesses 
the children of the saints. Every Chr-istian leaves 
a legacy to his family. All who even sojourn in a 
triie Christian family are blessed for his sake. 
There is a rich heredity of blessing in the 
generations of the good. Some of us are receiving 
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" mercy " every day for the sake of loved ones who 
have gone before. God is blessing many of you 
young people for your father or mother's sake. 
Cours^e, fathers and mothers ! Your devoted life 
will yield endless blessing to your children. God 
answers prayer for the family of an Onesiphorus. 
Good is it to be of such a house. There is light 
evermore in the dwellings of Israel. 

(6) Paul seeks blessing upon the good man 
himself, " The Lord grant unto him to find mercy 
of the Lord in that day." The recurrence of the 
term " The Lord " is to be observed. It suggests 
solemnity and emphasis. Both terms may refer to 
God the Father, or they may both refer to Christ, 
or the first may refer to Christ and the second to 
the Father. We find similar instances of the 
recurring names in other parts of Scripture. 

The play upon the word " find " is also striking. 
" He found me at Rome. May he find mercy at 
last, even as he found me in the metropolis." 

Note also the doctrine here involved^ that good 
deeds done to God's servants will be rewarded by 
God's mercy as if they had been done to God. 
That is a conspicuous doctrine of the New 
Testament. Onesiphorus helps Paul and God will 
reward him as if he had done it to God himself. 

** Mercy — in that day." Paul never supposes 
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Timothy can inquire what day. Constantly the 
apostles use the demonstrative as if there could be 
but one day alluded to. There was but one day 
in the vision of the holy men of old, and that the 
day of the Lord's return to judge the world. 

" Mercy of the Lord in that day." Paul cannot 
reward Onesiphorus ; but he shall have the 
recompense of God. Every good deed shall have 
its golden reward. 

"Mercy of the Lord in that day." Even 
Onesiphorus had no ground of hope except the 
Mercy divine. No merits or good deeds can avail 
" in that day." " Mercy " is the only plea. The 
best will need " mercy of the Lord in that day." 
When we have done all, we are unprofitable 
servants — and who does all ? 

All the most illustrious saints will have to 
depend on divine " mercy " at last. Seek the 
mercy of the Lord as expressed in the sin-offering 
Jesus offered on Calvary. Oh seek that mercy 
now and it shall be yours in that dreadful Day of 
Judgement. The Lord grant unto us that we may 
find mercy of the Lord in that day ! 
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** Wonderfully fresh and arresting sermons." — Dr. Alexander 
Maclaren. 

** Mr. Young displays considerable ingenuity, shrewdness, and 
quaint humour.." — Literature, 

" This is a volume of twenty sermons. They reveal tjrue 
homiletical and expository power, combined with a wide range 
of reading, and, what is best of all, a practical insight into human 
needs." — Church Family Newspaper. 

** The best sermon in the book is on The Missionary Allegiance 
of Youth, which is a very striking appeal to young men, and must, 
we think, have stirred the minds of those who heard it." — Church 
Times, 

" This is a stimulating and painstaking volume. The book bears 
marks that the preacher has read his Bible with more than ordinary 
care, even for a preacher. The texts are unfamiliar, and not found 
in the thoughts of the average man : from all quarters have they 
been gathered, with keen insight, with affectionate solicitude, and 
with a goodly knowledge of the heart of man." — Methodist Times, 

** Some preachers deprecate the use of texts. Why not preach, 
they ask, on subjects ? Subjects are too large, but texts often 
suggest limited, and therefore manageable, parts of subjects. Mr. 
Young avails himself of texts in this way, and to good purpose. 
In his first discourse, for instance, he takes the words * I praise 
you ' (i Cor. xi. 2) and discourses very reasonably on the commonly 
neglected duty of praising. Every teacher and educator knows 
that praise, rightly used, is a potent "means of good. Of course, 
context has often to be neglected. * I would not have you ignorant ' 
is another Pauline sentence. It is used in reference to a special 
occurrence in Jewish history ; Mr. Young gives it a general applica- 
tion. Sometimes the application is novel. * Thou hast the dew 
of thy youth ' (Ps. ex. 3, a beautiful expression lost in the Prayer- 
book version) is utilized for a fine discourse on the youth of the 
great workers in the mission field (Disraeli's famous encomium 
on youth is to the point here). It will be seen that these discourses 
are of no common kind. A preacher who ventures on these things 
takes, so to speak, his life in his hands, but Mr. Young seems 
to us to be justified by results." — The Spectator, 
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